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EDITOR’S DIALOGUE

The year was 1982, Kiss and Journey were performing at the Bismarck Civic Center,
your humble editor was a year old, the first emoticons were posted by Scott Fahlman,
Cal Ripken, Jr started his consecutive game streak, and Bismarck-Mandan area
gave birth to the Bis-Man MPO. While it may be hard to believe we once lived in a
pre-emoticon world, it’s even more astonishing that Bismarck, Mandan, Lincoln, and
urbanized areas of Morton and Burleigh Counties have only had an official MPO since
1982.
The MPO has always taken a “3-C” approach, that is basing programs on a continuing,
cooperative, and comprehensive planning process. In order to do this our MPO needs
a fair amount of guidance from our experts and our elected officials. The Technical
Advisory Committee (TAC) is a group of primarily planning and engineering staff
members from the MPO member jurisdictions. They give their expertise on the best
way to move forward on projects and where new projects and studies should start. The
Policy Board is a five member group of elected officials from our jurisdictions that make
up our decision making body. Simply put the Policy Board holds our MPO accountable
to the citizens that live within our boundaries.
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The population of Bismarck/Mandan has nearly doubled since the MPO’s formation.
This growth has made transportation planning in our urbanized area a critical element
to keeping our community moving and functioning together. This planning works to
connect new business communities with residential communities to make commuting
to work and play more enjoyable.
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In this upcoming year we will have reports on how to make the roads safer for your
kids to get back and forth from home and school, we will have a pedestrian and bike
transportation plan for our Bismarck and Mandan, and we will look at how to design
Downtown Mandan Subarea to be even more beneficial for our area. In the future, we
will continue to plan how to keep the streets safer and more efficient for you and your
family.
As things change many things stay the same; Kiss headlined the statefair and Journey
will be playing in North Dakota in 2017. We are still one big community in Bismarck/
Mandan.
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MPO PROJECTS
Completed Studies
Downtown Bismarck Sub-Area 		
Study
2014 Fringe Area Road Master
Plan
2015-2040 Long Range
		
Transportation Plan
I-94 Study (revised thru 		
amendment)
NE Bismarck Sub-Area Study
Burleigh County Land Use Study
Corridor Study
Corridor Improvement Study
2016 Orthophotography & 			
Countours
NE Morton County Future Land 		
Use Plan

SCHOOL SAFETY STUDY
The Bismarck-Mandan School Safety Crossing Study is
nearing its August completion date. There was a set of public
meetings this winter and the new build additions for Bismarck
Schools have been taken into consideration.
The public meetings, were held on December 1, 2016 and
January 12, 2017, participants could attend in person or via
Dakota Media Access onlines portal.

MANDAN DOWNTOWN SUBAREA STUDY
The Mandan Downtown Subarea Study has kicked off and a public input meeting was held on April
5th. The engagement period also comes with a wiki map at www.downtownmandan.com.
This study will primarily look at different transportation options in Downtown Mandan. It will also look
at different options for land use, development, and redevelopment of Mandan.
The study will be processing through four strategic steps. The steps being awareness, opportunity,
vision, and ownership.

This safety study will impact how children and adults travel to
and around schools in our community. To see the on-going
progress of this study you can go to the project website at
www.bismansscs.com.

The planning stage we are currently in is the opportunity phase. Within this phase the study will
identify key opportunities for downtown related to land use, development, redevelopment, and
transportation that match Mandan’s distinct personality.

The lead for this study is Rachel Drewlow. For more information you can contact her at rdrewlow@bismarcknd.gov.

The lead for this study is Rachel Drewlow. For more information you can contact her at rdrewlow@
bismarcknd.gov.

In Process Studies
Bismarck-Mandan School Safety
Crossing Study
Bismarck-Mandan Bike/Ped Plan
Mandan Downtown Subarea 		
Study
All studies can be found at:
http://www.bismarcknd.gov/134/
MPO-Studies-and-Projects

BIKE PED STUDY
On March 2, 2017 a public input meeting was held at the Bismarck Parks and Recreation
Building. The meeting was attended by over 40 people. At the meeting, attendees were
asked what type of conditions they would be comfortable walking or biking, what paths
would work best for them, and at
what level they felt their biking
ability would be at. The Bismarck
Tribune covered the meeting.
Public input has also been
taken via the webpage: www.
bismanbikewalk.com, on a wiki
map and by Dotmocracy boards
that have been displayed in local
businesses and public parks
spaces.
The study will be the first of its
kind for the Bismarck-Mandan
MPO. It will serve as the building block to safer and more robust pedestrian and bike
routes for the metro area.
The lead for this study is Steve Saunders. For more information you can contact him at
ssaunders@bismarcknd.gov.

New Origin Destination Data Purchase
Travel Demand Models (TDMs) are a foundational tool of transportation planning, and are used by planners to understand the working
of current and future transportation systems. TDMs use computer programs to analyze the efficiency of current roadway networks and
note where areas of expansion are needed. The Bismarck-Mandan MPO TDM has three primary components: the roadway network,
location of households and employment centers, and an overlaying Transportation Analysis Zone (TAZ) Structure. The TAZ Structure
allows the computer program to project concentrations of vehicles and ‘see’ how the concentrations ‘move’ throughout the metro area.
The Bismarck-Mandan MPO and its modeling agency, ATAC, continually strive to make the TDM more accurate by using data that
reflects real-life travel patterns. In spring 2017 the MPO purchased Origin-Destination (OD) data to calibrate the base year model.
Origin-Destination data senses Bluetooth frequencies of cell phones, vehicles and other wireless devices to recognize trip beginnings
and endings. OD data is not connected to individual phones, vehicles or persons. No personal information is collected, and turn-by
turn trips cannot be deduced. However, OD data is useful to the computer program of the TDM, and proves that TDM travel outputs are
true-to-life. OD data provides a real-life scenario, showing the flow of vehicular concentrations throughout the TAZ network. For the
purposes of our base year, the OD data is from October 2015.

WELCOME JOEY
Joey Roberson-Kitzman was hired in August 2017 for the role of Transportation
Planner. He is a welcome new member of the MPO Stafff. Previously, he worked at
the North Dakota Department of Transportation.
In Joey’s free time he enjoys listening to podcasts, comic books, running, and seeing
live music. He has two children and a cat.
To contact Joey, you can email him at jrobersonkitzman@bismarcknd.gov.

