
May 12, 2020

Board of City Commissioners
Bismarck, ND

Dear Commissioners:

The Board of City Commissioners is scheduled to meet in regular session on Tuesday, May 12, 2020  at 5:15 p.m. 
in the Tom Baker Meeting Room, City/County Office Building, 221 North Fifth Street, Bismarck, North Dakota.

Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance presented by a Chaplain from the Bismarck Police Department. 

Watch live meeting coverage on Government Access Channels 2 & 602HD, Listen to Radio Access 102.5 FM 
Radio, or stream FreeTV.org  and RadioAccess.org. Agenda items can be found online at 
www.bismarcknd.gov/agendacenter.

Due to ongoing public health concerns related to COVID-19, the City of Bismarck is encouraging citizens to 
provide their comments for consent agenda, and regular agenda items on the Bismarck City Commission agenda 
via email to bismarckadmin@bismarcknd.gov . 

Please include the agenda item number your comment references. The comments will be sent to the 
Commissioners, as well as placed with the minutes. To ensure your comments are received prior to the meeting, 
please submit them by 3:30 p.m. on the day of the meeting and reference the agenda item your comment 
addresses. For more information visit: https://bismarcknd.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=6615

Future City Commission meetings are scheduled as follows:

l May 26, 2020

l June 9 & 23, 2020

l July 14 & 28, 2020

MISSION STATEMENT 

To provide high-quality public services in partnership with our community to enhance our quality of life. 

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF CITY COMMISSION 

Proclamation recognizing May 10 - 16, 2020 as Law Enforcement Memorial Week. 

Police Memorial Week Proclamation.pdf

Proclamation recognizing May 17 - 23, 2020 as National Public Works Week. 

Public Works Week Proclamation.pdf

Public comment (restricted to items on the Consent Agenda and Regular Agenda, excluding public hearing 
items).

Consider the approval of the minutes. 

MN42820.pdf

CONSENT AGENDA

Consider approval of expenditures.

Consider approval of personnel actions. 

HR Personnel Report.pdf

Consider the request for approval from the Administration Department for the following: 

1. Authorize gaming site renewals for the following: 

Bismarck Hockey Boosters Inc. 

l The Pier -  1120 Riverwood Dr. 
l Our Place Tavern -  1305 E. Front Ave. 
l Lucky's 13 - 915 S. 3rd St. 
l Borrowed Bucks -  118 S. 3rd St. 
l Tap-In Tavern -  1001 Memorial Highway 

Light of Christ Catholic Schools 

l St. Mary's Academy -  1025 N. 2nd St. 
l St. Mary's Central High School -  5802 Ridgeland Dr. 

(C) ADMIN - Gaming Site Renewals.pdf

Consider the request for approval from the Airport for the following: 

1. Approve purchase of 0.82 acres of wetland credits from Ducks Unlimited. 

(C) AIR - Purchase of Wetland Credits.pdf

Consider the request for approval from the Attorney for the following: 

1. Approve two Subordination Agreements for the Patterson Place. 

(C) ATTY - Patterson Place Agreement.pdf
Patterson Place Loan and Easement - Additional Documents.pdf

Consider the request for approval from CenCom for the following: 

1. Reject sole bid to provide and install audio visual systems equipment in the new CenCom/ EOC 
facility at Dakota Carrier Network due to the bid exceeding available funds. 

(C) CENCOM - Reject AVI Bid.pdf

Consider the request for approval from the Community Development Department for the following: 

1. Introduction of and call for a public hearing on Ordinance 6419, a request for the annexation of 
Heritage Park Second Addition. 

2. Introduction of and call for a public hearing on Ordinance 6420, a request for a zoning change from 
the A-Agricultural to the R5 - Residential, R10 - Residential and RM10 - Residential zoning districts for 
Heritage Park Second Addition. 

3. Introduction of and call for a public hearing on Ordinance 6421, a request for a zoning change from 
the A-Agricultural to the R5 -  Residential and Conditional RT -  Residential zoning districts for Heritage 
Ridge Second Addition. 

4. Introduction of and call for a public hearing on Ordinance 6422, a request for a zoning change from 
the A-Agricultural to the R5 - Residential and Conditional RT - Residential zoning districts for 
Edgewood Village 7th Addition 1st Replat. 

5. Introduction of and call for a public hearing on Ordinance 6423, a staff initiated zoning ordinance text 
amendment relating to the regulation of signs. 

6. Introduction of and call for a public hearing on Ordinance 6424, a staff- initiated zoning ordinance text 
amendment relating to off-street parking and loading requirements. 

7.  Consider revisions to approved final plat of Eagle Crest 8th Addition and related corrections to 
Ordinance 6369 (annexation) and 6370 (zoning). 

8.  Approve Bis -Man Transit's request for a temporary service route change. 

(C) CD - Ordinance 6419 and 6420 - Heritage Park.pdf
(C) CD - Ordinance 6421 - Heritage Ridge.pdf
(C) CD -Ordinance 6422 - Edgewood Village.pdf
(C) CD - Ordinance 6423 - Signs.pdf
(C) CD - Ordinance 6424 - Off-Street Parking.pdf
(C) CD - Ordinance 6369 and 6370 Eagle Crest.pdf
(C) CD - Transit Route .pdf

Consider the request for approval from the Engineering Department for the following: 

1. Change Order No. 1 for HC 129. 
2. Street Improvement District SI 531A revised project budget. 
3. Street Improvement District SI 531B revised project budget. 
4. Street Improvement District SI 533 revised project budget. 
5. Street Improvement District No. 538 - Request for Resolution Approving Plans and Specifications. 

Request for Resolution Directing the Advertisement of Bids and Receive Bids. 
6. Approve dedication of and the acceptance of a water main easement in the SE 1/4 Section 13, 

Township 139, Range 80/ Hay Creek Township. 

(C) ENG - HC 129.pdf
(C) ENG - SI 531A.pdf
(C) ENG - SI 531B.pdf
(C) ENG - SI 533.pdf
(C) ENG - SI 538.pdf
(C) ENG - Water Main Easement.pdf

Consider the request for approval from the Finance Department for the following: 

1. Application for Abatement for year 2019, Disabled Veteran Credit, at 3107 Hampton St. 
2. Application for Abatement for year 2019, Basement Not Completed, at 332 Boston Pl.  

(C) FIN - Abatements.pdf

Consider the request for approval from the Fire Department for the following: 

1. Accept donations for staff at multiple fire stations. 

(C) FIR - May Donations.pdf

Consider the request for approval from the Library for the following: 

1. Extend the Library Board of Trustee terms, for Joyce Hinman and Pat Grantier, until Library reopens. 

(C) LIB - Library Board Trustee.pdf

Consider the request for approval from the Police Department for the following: 

1. Conduct annual Deer and Turkey Archery Hunting Program on City properties. 
2. Authorize the sale of two vehicles at the annual Police Auction. 

(C) PD - 2020 Deer and Turkey Hunting.pdf
(C) PD - Auction Vehicles.pdf

Consider the request for approval from the Public Works - Service Operations Department for the following: 

1. Accept an update on the Phase II environmental property assessment for the former Billington 
Salvage Yard property. 

2. Award bid for HPS & LED Luminaries to Dakota Supply Group. 

(C) PW-SO - Environmental Property Assessment.pdf
(C) PW-SO - Bid Award for Luminaires.pdf

REGULAR AGENDA

Receive an activity update from Brian Ritter, President of the Bismarck Mandan Chamber EDC. 

Bismarck Chamber EDC Presentation - 51220.pdf

Receive an update from the Police Department regarding motor vehicle/motorcycle noise and speed complaints. 

Consider the request from the Finance Department for the approval of the 2021 budget calendar and the budget 
preparation process. 

(R) FIN - 2021 Budget Calendar.pdf
2021 Budget Schedule Presentation.pdf

Consider the request from the Community Development Department for a minor subdivision final plat of Eugenes 
First Addition First Replat, requested by State Street Investments, LLC. The Bismarck Planning and Zoning 
Commission recommends approval. 

(R) CD - Eugenes First Addition First Replat.pdf

Consider the request from the Community Development Department for a minor subdivision final plat of 
Wachters Addition Second Replat, requested by Kirkwood Mall Acquisition, LLC & CBL & Associates 
Management, Inc. The Bismarck Planning and Zoning Commission recommends approval. 

(R) CD - Wachters Addition Second Replat.pdf

Consider the request from the Engineering Department to hear insufficiency of protests on resolution of necessity 
for Street Improvement District SI 535. 

(R) ENG - SI 535.pdf

Consider the request from the Attorney to list a Class E Liquor License for bid. 

(R) ATTY - Class E Liquor License Bid .pdf

Other Business

Adjourn
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Consider approval of personnel actions. 

HR Personnel Report.pdf

Consider the request for approval from the Administration Department for the following: 

1. Authorize gaming site renewals for the following: 

Bismarck Hockey Boosters Inc. 

l The Pier -  1120 Riverwood Dr. 
l Our Place Tavern -  1305 E. Front Ave. 
l Lucky's 13 - 915 S. 3rd St. 
l Borrowed Bucks -  118 S. 3rd St. 
l Tap-In Tavern -  1001 Memorial Highway 

Light of Christ Catholic Schools 

l St. Mary's Academy -  1025 N. 2nd St. 
l St. Mary's Central High School -  5802 Ridgeland Dr. 

(C) ADMIN - Gaming Site Renewals.pdf

Consider the request for approval from the Airport for the following: 

1. Approve purchase of 0.82 acres of wetland credits from Ducks Unlimited. 

(C) AIR - Purchase of Wetland Credits.pdf

Consider the request for approval from the Attorney for the following: 

1. Approve two Subordination Agreements for the Patterson Place. 

(C) ATTY - Patterson Place Agreement.pdf
Patterson Place Loan and Easement - Additional Documents.pdf

Consider the request for approval from CenCom for the following: 

1. Reject sole bid to provide and install audio visual systems equipment in the new CenCom/ EOC 
facility at Dakota Carrier Network due to the bid exceeding available funds. 

(C) CENCOM - Reject AVI Bid.pdf

Consider the request for approval from the Community Development Department for the following: 

1. Introduction of and call for a public hearing on Ordinance 6419, a request for the annexation of 
Heritage Park Second Addition. 

2. Introduction of and call for a public hearing on Ordinance 6420, a request for a zoning change from 
the A-Agricultural to the R5 - Residential, R10 - Residential and RM10 - Residential zoning districts for 
Heritage Park Second Addition. 

3. Introduction of and call for a public hearing on Ordinance 6421, a request for a zoning change from 
the A-Agricultural to the R5 -  Residential and Conditional RT -  Residential zoning districts for Heritage 
Ridge Second Addition. 

4. Introduction of and call for a public hearing on Ordinance 6422, a request for a zoning change from 
the A-Agricultural to the R5 - Residential and Conditional RT - Residential zoning districts for 
Edgewood Village 7th Addition 1st Replat. 

5. Introduction of and call for a public hearing on Ordinance 6423, a staff initiated zoning ordinance text 
amendment relating to the regulation of signs. 

6. Introduction of and call for a public hearing on Ordinance 6424, a staff- initiated zoning ordinance text 
amendment relating to off-street parking and loading requirements. 

7.  Consider revisions to approved final plat of Eagle Crest 8th Addition and related corrections to 
Ordinance 6369 (annexation) and 6370 (zoning). 

8.  Approve Bis -Man Transit's request for a temporary service route change. 

(C) CD - Ordinance 6419 and 6420 - Heritage Park.pdf
(C) CD - Ordinance 6421 - Heritage Ridge.pdf
(C) CD -Ordinance 6422 - Edgewood Village.pdf
(C) CD - Ordinance 6423 - Signs.pdf
(C) CD - Ordinance 6424 - Off-Street Parking.pdf
(C) CD - Ordinance 6369 and 6370 Eagle Crest.pdf
(C) CD - Transit Route .pdf

Consider the request for approval from the Engineering Department for the following: 

1. Change Order No. 1 for HC 129. 
2. Street Improvement District SI 531A revised project budget. 
3. Street Improvement District SI 531B revised project budget. 
4. Street Improvement District SI 533 revised project budget. 
5. Street Improvement District No. 538 - Request for Resolution Approving Plans and Specifications. 

Request for Resolution Directing the Advertisement of Bids and Receive Bids. 
6. Approve dedication of and the acceptance of a water main easement in the SE 1/4 Section 13, 

Township 139, Range 80/ Hay Creek Township. 

(C) ENG - HC 129.pdf
(C) ENG - SI 531A.pdf
(C) ENG - SI 531B.pdf
(C) ENG - SI 533.pdf
(C) ENG - SI 538.pdf
(C) ENG - Water Main Easement.pdf

Consider the request for approval from the Finance Department for the following: 

1. Application for Abatement for year 2019, Disabled Veteran Credit, at 3107 Hampton St. 
2. Application for Abatement for year 2019, Basement Not Completed, at 332 Boston Pl.  

(C) FIN - Abatements.pdf

Consider the request for approval from the Fire Department for the following: 

1. Accept donations for staff at multiple fire stations. 

(C) FIR - May Donations.pdf

Consider the request for approval from the Library for the following: 

1. Extend the Library Board of Trustee terms, for Joyce Hinman and Pat Grantier, until Library reopens. 

(C) LIB - Library Board Trustee.pdf

Consider the request for approval from the Police Department for the following: 

1. Conduct annual Deer and Turkey Archery Hunting Program on City properties. 
2. Authorize the sale of two vehicles at the annual Police Auction. 

(C) PD - 2020 Deer and Turkey Hunting.pdf
(C) PD - Auction Vehicles.pdf

Consider the request for approval from the Public Works - Service Operations Department for the following: 

1. Accept an update on the Phase II environmental property assessment for the former Billington 
Salvage Yard property. 

2. Award bid for HPS & LED Luminaries to Dakota Supply Group. 

(C) PW-SO - Environmental Property Assessment.pdf
(C) PW-SO - Bid Award for Luminaires.pdf

REGULAR AGENDA

Receive an activity update from Brian Ritter, President of the Bismarck Mandan Chamber EDC. 

Bismarck Chamber EDC Presentation - 51220.pdf

Receive an update from the Police Department regarding motor vehicle/motorcycle noise and speed complaints. 

Consider the request from the Finance Department for the approval of the 2021 budget calendar and the budget 
preparation process. 

(R) FIN - 2021 Budget Calendar.pdf
2021 Budget Schedule Presentation.pdf

Consider the request from the Community Development Department for a minor subdivision final plat of Eugenes 
First Addition First Replat, requested by State Street Investments, LLC. The Bismarck Planning and Zoning 
Commission recommends approval. 

(R) CD - Eugenes First Addition First Replat.pdf

Consider the request from the Community Development Department for a minor subdivision final plat of 
Wachters Addition Second Replat, requested by Kirkwood Mall Acquisition, LLC & CBL & Associates 
Management, Inc. The Bismarck Planning and Zoning Commission recommends approval. 

(R) CD - Wachters Addition Second Replat.pdf

Consider the request from the Engineering Department to hear insufficiency of protests on resolution of necessity 
for Street Improvement District SI 535. 

(R) ENG - SI 535.pdf

Consider the request from the Attorney to list a Class E Liquor License for bid. 

(R) ATTY - Class E Liquor License Bid .pdf

Other Business

Adjourn
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May 12, 2020

Board of City Commissioners
Bismarck, ND

Dear Commissioners:

The Board of City Commissioners is scheduled to meet in regular session on Tuesday, May 12, 2020  at 5:15 p.m. 
in the Tom Baker Meeting Room, City/County Office Building, 221 North Fifth Street, Bismarck, North Dakota.

Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance presented by a Chaplain from the Bismarck Police Department. 

Watch live meeting coverage on Government Access Channels 2 & 602HD, Listen to Radio Access 102.5 FM 
Radio, or stream FreeTV.org  and RadioAccess.org. Agenda items can be found online at 
www.bismarcknd.gov/agendacenter.

Due to ongoing public health concerns related to COVID-19, the City of Bismarck is encouraging citizens to 
provide their comments for consent agenda, and regular agenda items on the Bismarck City Commission agenda 
via email to bismarckadmin@bismarcknd.gov . 

Please include the agenda item number your comment references. The comments will be sent to the 
Commissioners, as well as placed with the minutes. To ensure your comments are received prior to the meeting, 
please submit them by 3:30 p.m. on the day of the meeting and reference the agenda item your comment 
addresses. For more information visit: https://bismarcknd.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=6615

Future City Commission meetings are scheduled as follows:

l May 26, 2020

l June 9 & 23, 2020

l July 14 & 28, 2020

MISSION STATEMENT 

To provide high-quality public services in partnership with our community to enhance our quality of life. 

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF CITY COMMISSION 

Proclamation recognizing May 10 - 16, 2020 as Law Enforcement Memorial Week. 

Police Memorial Week Proclamation.pdf

Proclamation recognizing May 17 - 23, 2020 as National Public Works Week. 

Public Works Week Proclamation.pdf

Public comment (restricted to items on the Consent Agenda and Regular Agenda, excluding public hearing 
items).

Consider the approval of the minutes. 

MN42820.pdf

CONSENT AGENDA

Consider approval of expenditures.

Consider approval of personnel actions. 

HR Personnel Report.pdf

Consider the request for approval from the Administration Department for the following: 

1. Authorize gaming site renewals for the following: 

Bismarck Hockey Boosters Inc. 

l The Pier -  1120 Riverwood Dr. 
l Our Place Tavern -  1305 E. Front Ave. 
l Lucky's 13 - 915 S. 3rd St. 
l Borrowed Bucks -  118 S. 3rd St. 
l Tap-In Tavern -  1001 Memorial Highway 

Light of Christ Catholic Schools 

l St. Mary's Academy -  1025 N. 2nd St. 
l St. Mary's Central High School -  5802 Ridgeland Dr. 

(C) ADMIN - Gaming Site Renewals.pdf

Consider the request for approval from the Airport for the following: 

1. Approve purchase of 0.82 acres of wetland credits from Ducks Unlimited. 

(C) AIR - Purchase of Wetland Credits.pdf

Consider the request for approval from the Attorney for the following: 

1. Approve two Subordination Agreements for the Patterson Place. 

(C) ATTY - Patterson Place Agreement.pdf
Patterson Place Loan and Easement - Additional Documents.pdf

Consider the request for approval from CenCom for the following: 

1. Reject sole bid to provide and install audio visual systems equipment in the new CenCom/ EOC 
facility at Dakota Carrier Network due to the bid exceeding available funds. 

(C) CENCOM - Reject AVI Bid.pdf

Consider the request for approval from the Community Development Department for the following: 

1. Introduction of and call for a public hearing on Ordinance 6419, a request for the annexation of 
Heritage Park Second Addition. 

2. Introduction of and call for a public hearing on Ordinance 6420, a request for a zoning change from 
the A-Agricultural to the R5 - Residential, R10 - Residential and RM10 - Residential zoning districts for 
Heritage Park Second Addition. 

3. Introduction of and call for a public hearing on Ordinance 6421, a request for a zoning change from 
the A-Agricultural to the R5 -  Residential and Conditional RT -  Residential zoning districts for Heritage 
Ridge Second Addition. 

4. Introduction of and call for a public hearing on Ordinance 6422, a request for a zoning change from 
the A-Agricultural to the R5 - Residential and Conditional RT - Residential zoning districts for 
Edgewood Village 7th Addition 1st Replat. 

5. Introduction of and call for a public hearing on Ordinance 6423, a staff initiated zoning ordinance text 
amendment relating to the regulation of signs. 

6. Introduction of and call for a public hearing on Ordinance 6424, a staff- initiated zoning ordinance text 
amendment relating to off-street parking and loading requirements. 

7.  Consider revisions to approved final plat of Eagle Crest 8th Addition and related corrections to 
Ordinance 6369 (annexation) and 6370 (zoning). 

8.  Approve Bis -Man Transit's request for a temporary service route change. 

(C) CD - Ordinance 6419 and 6420 - Heritage Park.pdf
(C) CD - Ordinance 6421 - Heritage Ridge.pdf
(C) CD -Ordinance 6422 - Edgewood Village.pdf
(C) CD - Ordinance 6423 - Signs.pdf
(C) CD - Ordinance 6424 - Off-Street Parking.pdf
(C) CD - Ordinance 6369 and 6370 Eagle Crest.pdf
(C) CD - Transit Route .pdf

Consider the request for approval from the Engineering Department for the following: 

1. Change Order No. 1 for HC 129. 
2. Street Improvement District SI 531A revised project budget. 
3. Street Improvement District SI 531B revised project budget. 
4. Street Improvement District SI 533 revised project budget. 
5. Street Improvement District No. 538 - Request for Resolution Approving Plans and Specifications. 

Request for Resolution Directing the Advertisement of Bids and Receive Bids. 
6. Approve dedication of and the acceptance of a water main easement in the SE 1/4 Section 13, 

Township 139, Range 80/ Hay Creek Township. 

(C) ENG - HC 129.pdf
(C) ENG - SI 531A.pdf
(C) ENG - SI 531B.pdf
(C) ENG - SI 533.pdf
(C) ENG - SI 538.pdf
(C) ENG - Water Main Easement.pdf

Consider the request for approval from the Finance Department for the following: 

1. Application for Abatement for year 2019, Disabled Veteran Credit, at 3107 Hampton St. 
2. Application for Abatement for year 2019, Basement Not Completed, at 332 Boston Pl.  

(C) FIN - Abatements.pdf

Consider the request for approval from the Fire Department for the following: 

1. Accept donations for staff at multiple fire stations. 

(C) FIR - May Donations.pdf

Consider the request for approval from the Library for the following: 

1. Extend the Library Board of Trustee terms, for Joyce Hinman and Pat Grantier, until Library reopens. 

(C) LIB - Library Board Trustee.pdf

Consider the request for approval from the Police Department for the following: 

1. Conduct annual Deer and Turkey Archery Hunting Program on City properties. 
2. Authorize the sale of two vehicles at the annual Police Auction. 

(C) PD - 2020 Deer and Turkey Hunting.pdf
(C) PD - Auction Vehicles.pdf

Consider the request for approval from the Public Works - Service Operations Department for the following: 

1. Accept an update on the Phase II environmental property assessment for the former Billington 
Salvage Yard property. 

2. Award bid for HPS & LED Luminaries to Dakota Supply Group. 

(C) PW-SO - Environmental Property Assessment.pdf
(C) PW-SO - Bid Award for Luminaires.pdf

REGULAR AGENDA

Receive an activity update from Brian Ritter, President of the Bismarck Mandan Chamber EDC. 

Bismarck Chamber EDC Presentation - 51220.pdf

Receive an update from the Police Department regarding motor vehicle/motorcycle noise and speed complaints. 

Consider the request from the Finance Department for the approval of the 2021 budget calendar and the budget 
preparation process. 

(R) FIN - 2021 Budget Calendar.pdf
2021 Budget Schedule Presentation.pdf

Consider the request from the Community Development Department for a minor subdivision final plat of Eugenes 
First Addition First Replat, requested by State Street Investments, LLC. The Bismarck Planning and Zoning 
Commission recommends approval. 

(R) CD - Eugenes First Addition First Replat.pdf

Consider the request from the Community Development Department for a minor subdivision final plat of 
Wachters Addition Second Replat, requested by Kirkwood Mall Acquisition, LLC & CBL & Associates 
Management, Inc. The Bismarck Planning and Zoning Commission recommends approval. 

(R) CD - Wachters Addition Second Replat.pdf

Consider the request from the Engineering Department to hear insufficiency of protests on resolution of necessity 
for Street Improvement District SI 535. 

(R) ENG - SI 535.pdf

Consider the request from the Attorney to list a Class E Liquor License for bid. 

(R) ATTY - Class E Liquor License Bid .pdf

Other Business

Adjourn
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 PROCLAMATION  
 

LAW ENFORCEMENT MEMORIAL WEEK  
MAY 12-18, 2019 

 
 

WHEREAS, the courageous men and women of the law enforcement provide a vital public 
service in safeguarding the rights and freedoms of our citizens; and  
 
WHEREAS, Bismarck law enforcement officers and personnel wear the uniform and badge 
with pride and are dedicated to protecting our families, homes and communities; and  
 
WHEREAS, citizens of Bismarck are encouraged to recognize law enforcement 
professionals, past and present, for their dedicated service to our communities, and their 
faithful devotion to their duty to serve and protect, and to put their lives on the line for our 
safety; and  
 
WHEREAS, throughout this week, and especially on Peace Officers Memorial Day, we 
honor the memory of those heroes who have fallen in the line of duty, and recognize all 
those who put themselves at risk every day in the fight against crime, violence and terrorism.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, as Mayor of the City of Bismarck, I do hereby proclaim May 12-
18, 2019, LAW ENFORCEMENT MEMORIAL WEEK in the City of Bismarck. 
 
 

/s/  
Steve Bakken 
Mayor 



 

 

 

 

Proclamation 
 

WHEREAS, the courageous men and women of the law enforcement provide a vital public service in safeguarding the rights and  

freedoms of our citizens; and 
 

WHEREAS, Bismarck law enforcement officers and personnel wear the uniform and badge with pride and are dedicated to protecting our 

families, homes and communities; and 
 

WHEREAS, citizens of Bismarck are encouraged to recognize law enforcement professionals, past and present, for their dedicated service  

to our communities, and their faithful devotion to their duty to serve and protect, and to put their lives on the line for our safety; and 
 

WHEREAS, throughout this week, and especially on Peace Officers Memorial Day, we honor the memory of those heroes who have  

fallen in the line of duty, and recognize all those who put themselves at risk every day in the fight against crime, violence and terrorism. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, as Mayor of the City of Bismarck, I do hereby proclaim May 10 – 16, 2020, as Law Enforcement Memorial Week.  
 

 

Signed this   day of May 2020. 
 

 

                                                         

Steve Bakken, Mayor  

Bismarck Board of City Commissioners 
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PUBLIC WORKS – SERVICE OPERATIONS 
 
DATE: May 5, 2020 
 
FROM: Jeff Heintz, Director of Service Operations 
 
ITEM: Proclamation for Public Works Week May 17-23, 2020 
   
 
 
REQUEST 
 
Request to proclaim the week of May 17-23, 2020 as Public Works Week in Bismarck. 

 
Please place this item on the May 12, 2020 City Commission meeting. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The annual observance of Public Works Week takes place during the third full week in May and is 
designed to educate communities and their leaders on the importance of our nation’s public 
infrastructure and public works services.  It is also designed to increase public awareness of the 
contributions as well as to enlighten the public about the duties, practices, and goals of public works 
professionals.   

Due to COVID-19, the Bismarck Public Works Department’s public event that was scheduled for 
Saturday, May 9, 2020 is postponed until the State’s executive orders have expired.   

 
RECOMMENDED CITY COMMISSION ACTION 
 
Proclaim National Public Works Week May 17-23,2020. 
 
STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
Jeff Heintz, Director of Service Operations, 355-1700, jheintz@bismarcknd.gov.  
 

mailto:jheintz@bismarcknd.gov


Public Works Service Operations Department 

 
 “It Starts Here” 

WHEREAS, public works professionals focus on infrastructure, facilities and services that are of 
vital importance to sustainable and resilient communities and to the public health, high quality of 
life and well-being of the people of the city of Bismarck; and 

WHEREAS, these infrastructure, facilities and services could not be provided without the 
dedicated efforts of public works professionals, who are engineers, managers and employees at 
all levels of government and the private sector, who are responsible for rebuilding, improving and 
protecting our nation’s transportation, water supply, water treatment and solid waste systems, 
public buildings, and other structures and facilities essential for our citizens; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the public interest for the citizens, civic leaders and children in Bismarck to 
gain knowledge of and to maintain a progressive interest and understanding of the importance of 
public works and public works programs in their respective communities; and 

WHEREAS, the year 2020 marks the 60th annual National Public Works Week sponsored by the 
American Public Works Association/Canadian Public Works Association, be it now, 

RESOLVED, I, Mayor Steve Bakken, do hereby designate the week May 17 – 23, 2020 as 
National Public Works Week; I urge all citizens to join with representatives of the American Public 
Works Association/Canadian Public Works Association and government agencies in activities, 
events and ceremonies designed to pay tribute to our public works professionals, engineers, 
managers and employees and to recognize the substantial contributions they make to protecting 
our national health, safety, and quality of life. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the City of 
Bismarck, North Dakota this 12th day of May, 2020. 

 
      _________________________________________ 
      Steve Bakken 
      President of the Board of City Commissioners 



 

 

 

 

Proclamation 
 

WHEREAS, Public Works professionals focus on infrastructure, facilities and services that are of vital importance to sustainable and resilient communities and to 

the public health, high quality of life and well-being of the people of the city of Bismarck; and 
 

WHEREAS, these infrastructure, facilities and services could not be provided without the dedicated efforts of public works professionals, who are engineers, 

managers and employees at all levels of government and the private sector, who are responsible for rebuilding, improving and protecting our nation’s transportation, 

water supply, water treatment and solid waste systems, public buildings, and other structures and facilities essential for our citizens; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is in the public interest for the citizens, civic leaders and children in Bismarck to gain knowledge of and to maintain a progressive interest and 

understanding of the importance of public works and public works programs in their respective communities; and 
 

WHEREAS, the year 2020 marks the 60
th 

annual National Public Works Week sponsored by the American Public Works Association/Canadian Public Works 

Association, be it now, 
 

RESOLVED, I, Steve Bakken, Mayor of the City of Bismarck, do hereby designate the week May 17 – 23, 2020 as National Public Works Week; I urge all citizens 

to join with representatives of the American Public Works Association/Canadian Public Works Association and government agencies in activities, events and 

ceremonies designed to pay tribute to our public works professionals, engineers, managers and employees and to recognize the substantial contributions they make to 

protecting our national health, safety, and quality of life. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota this 12th day of May, 2020. 

 

Signed this                day of May 2020. 
 

 

                                                        

Steve Bakken, Mayor,  

Bismarck Board of City Commissioners 
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4/28/2020 - Minutes

MISSION STATEMENT

To provide high-quality public services in partnership with our community to enhance our quality of life. 

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF CITY COMMISSION

Public comment (restricted to items on the Consent Agenda and Regular Agenda, excluding public
hearing items).

No member of the public appeared for comment. 

Consider the approval of the minutes.

Commissioner Oban moved to approve the minutes from the April 14, 2020 Regular City Commission
Meeting and the April 17, 2020 Special Meeting. Commissioner Zenker seconded the motion. Upon a roll
call vote, all voted aye. M/C. 

CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor Bakken pulled the item from the City Attorney, E1, for further discussion. 

Commissioner Zenker moved to approve the consent agenda, with the exception of the City Attorney's
item. Commissioner Oban seconded the motion. Upon a roll call vote, all voted aye. M/C. 

After approving the consent agenda, Commissioner Zenker asked for further clarification for why
President Bakken pulled item E1. The City Attorney informed the Commission that the numbers provided
by the Patterson Place Limited Partnership for the Subordination Agreements, with Cedar Rapids Bank
and Trust Company and for North Dakota Housing Finance Agency, had not been finalized at this time.
Attorney Combs stated it was the Commission's decision if they wanted to make a motion on the item
without these numbers. 

No motion was made for this item at this time. 

Consider approval of expenditures.

Vouchers: 1092667 - 1092845

Consider approval of personnel actions.

Consider the request for the approval from the Administration Department for the following:

1. Authorize gaming site renewals for the following:           

Elbow Room - 115 S. 5th St. 
O'Brians -  1039 E. Interstate Ave. 
Quality Inn - 1030 E. Interstate Ave. 
Ramkota - 800 S. 3rd St.
Stadium - 1247 W. Divide Ave.     



4/28/2020 - Minutes
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D.

E.

F.

G.

H.

I.

J.

K.

4.

5.

Consider the request for the approval from the Airport for the following:

1. Accept the Airport's insurance consultant selection committee's recommendation of Arthur J.
Gallagher & Co. 
2. Award bids for parking lot expansion to Strata Corporation and Denny's Electric.  
3. Authorize staff to complete the necessary actions to process and accept the CARES ACT
Grant.

Consider the request for the approval from the Attorney for the following:

1. Approve subordination Agreements for the Patterson Place. 

Consider the request for the approval from CenCom for the following:

1. Permission to accept a $100 gift card from the Bismarck Rural Fire Department.  

Consider the request for the approval from the Community Development Department for the
following:

1. Re-appoint Michael Marback to a three-year term on the Board of Adjustment. 
2. Approve the 2020 Citizen Participation Plan Amendment. 
3. Approve the contract agreement for 2020 Historic Preservation Funds. 
4. Approve Bis-Man Transit to decommission and dispose of one fixed-route bus. 

Consider the request for the approval from the Engineering Department for the following:

1. Approve North Dakota Department of Transportation Preliminary Engineering
Reimbursement Agreement for Interstate 94-Exit 161 Reconstruction. 
2. Award contract for Bismarck Sunrise Trail to Northern Improvement Company, contingent
upon approval of the Bismarck Parks & Recreation District's Park Board. 

Consider the request for the approval from the Police Department for the following:

1. Permission to accept donations received during the COVID-19 Pandemic. 

Consider the request for the approval from the Public Works - Service Operations Department for the
following:

1. Approve natural gas bid tab and award contract to Rainbow Gas Company. 
2. Approve Task Order 20-02 to the agreement with Houston Engineering for solid waste
operations engineering services

Consider the request for the approval from the Public Works - Utility Operations Department for the
following:

1. Approve Contract Change Order 1 with John's Refrigeration & Electric, Inc. for the 2019 Water
SCADA project. 

REGULAR AGENDA

Receive Public Health COVID-19 update from Renae Moch, Bismarck Burleigh Public Health Director.

Bismarck Burleigh Public Health Director, Renae Moch, presented on their department's efforts in
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6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

regards to COVID-19. 

Click the link to view her full
presentation: https://www.bismarcknd.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/5109?fileID=12390

No motion was made for this item. 

Receive Emergency Operations Center COVID-19 update from Jason Tomanek, Assistant City
Administrator.

Jason Tomanek, Assistant City Administrator, provided an update on the EOC's efforts in regards to
COVID-19. 

No motion was made for this item. 

Receive Budget Committee COVID-19 update from Dmitriy Chernyak, Finance Director.

Dmitriy Chernyak, Finance Director, presented on the City's finances in regards to COVID-19. 

Click the link to view his full
presentation: https://www.bismarcknd.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/5111?fileID=12389

Commissioner Marquardt, a representative of the budget committee along with Director Chernyak
recommended the Commission place a hiring freeze on filling vacant, full-time positions and to pause 25
capital improvement projects and 11 one-time priority initiatives, including the replacement of public
safety radios and the Event Center equipment and software replacement, until further notice and or by
case-by-case situation. 

In addition to the requests, Director Chernyak stated the budget committee planned to meet regularly
and update the Commission on an on-going basis when more financial data was collected.

Commissioner Marquardt moved to approve the budget committee's recommendation. Commissioner
Zenker seconded the motion. Upon a roll call vote, all voted aye. M/C. 

Public hearing on a new Class I-2 Restaurant Beer and Wine only liquor license, for JET Enterprises,
Inc., dba, Amici Pizza Company, located at 3001 Yorktown Dr.

No member of the public appeared for comment. 

Commissioner Marquardt moved to approve the new liquor license. Commissioner Zenker seconded it.
Upon a roll call vote, all voted aye. M/C. 

Consider the request from the Administration Department for discussion regarding the annual alcohol
license renewal process.

Commissioner Marquardt made a motion to extend the date of liquor licenses renewals to September 1,
2020, to give businesses a chance to recover from closures related to the pandemic. Commissioner Guy
seconded the motion. Upon a roll call vote, all voted aye. M/C. 

The motion does not change City liquor license ordinances or the North Dakota Century Code.  

Consider the request from the Engineering Department for Street Improvement District No. 534 -
Request for resolution receiving bids and ordering preparation of the Engineer's Statement for SI 534.

https://www.bismarcknd.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/5109?fileID=12390
https://www.bismarcknd.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/5111?fileID=12389
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11.

12.

13.

14.

 

 

Request for resolution awarding contract for SI 534.

Commissioner Zenker moved to approve the street improvement project as presented. Commissioner
Guy seconded the motion. Upon a roll call vote, all voted aye. M/C.  

Please see link for bid information: https://www.bismarcknd.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/5115?
fileID=12387

Consider the request from the Engineering Department for Street Utility Project SV 54 - Request to
receive bids and award contract.

Commissioner Guy moved to approve the street utility project as presented. Commissioner Zenker
seconded the motion. Upon a roll call vote, all voted aye. M/C. 

Please see link for bid information: https://www.bismarcknd.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/5117?
fileID=12388

Consider the request from the Engineering Department for Sewer Utility Project SU 76 - Request to
receive bids and award contract.

Commissioner Zenker moved to approve the sewer utility project as presented. Commissioner Oban
seconded it. Upon a roll call vote, all voted aye. M/C. 

Please see link for bid information: https://www.bismarcknd.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/5116?
fileID=12386

Consider the request from the Engineering Department to receive an update on 2020 construction
projects.

City Engineer, Gabe Schell, provided the Commission with an update on this year's construction
projects. 

No motion was made for this item. 

Consider the request from the Attorney to receive an update on the public participation in City meetings
and provide direction to staff on how to proceed.

Attorney Combs informed the Commission on adjustments the City has made to continue providing an
opportunity for the public to participate in government meetings while practicing the CDC's guidelines
during the pandemic. She then requested the Commission's guidance in moving forward. 

No motion was made for this item. However, the Commission advised the Attorney to continue with the
procedures the City was currently following. Commissioner Oban also encouraged the public to contact
the City if they had suggestions on improving the public meeting processes in response to the
pandemic. 

Other Business

Having completed all the items on the agenda, President Bakken asked if there was any other business.

The next Commission Meeting will be on May 12, 2020. 

Adjourn

https://www.bismarcknd.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/5115?fileID=12387
https://www.bismarcknd.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/5115?fileID=12387
https://www.bismarcknd.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/5117?fileID=12388
https://www.bismarcknd.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/5117?fileID=12388
https://www.bismarcknd.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/5116?fileID=12386
https://www.bismarcknd.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/5116?fileID=12386
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The meeting was adjourned at 7:38 p.m. 



 

L: City Commission / Agenda Items / Date / HR Personnel Report 

 

 

PERSONNEL ACTIONS FOR THE MEETING ON May 12, 2020 
          

Full-Time and Part-Time Appointments 

 

Brunelle, Sheriden   Airport    Probationary appointment 

Building Service Worker      @ $16.81/hr.  5/4/2020 

 

Caniglia, Adam   Fire    Probationary appointment 

Firefighter        @ $24.24/hr.  5/4/2020 

 

Erickson, Adam   Fire    Probationary appointment 

Firefighter        @ $24.24/hr.  5/4/2020 

 

LaFond, Anthony   Fire    Probationary appointment 

Firefighter        @ $24.24/hr.  5/4/2020 

 

Miller, Benjamin   Fire    Probationary appointment 

Firefighter        @ $24.24/hr.  5/4/2020 

 

Uhlich, Justin    Fire    Probationary appointment 

Firefighter        @ $24.24/hr.  5/4/2020 

 

 

Separations 

 

Blowers, Brandon Airport  Resigned.   4/29/2020 

Building Service Worker 

 

Grothier, John CenCom  Resigned.  4/26/2020 

Communications Specialist 

 

Masset, Magdelana Police  Terminated.  4/21/2020 

Police Officer 

 

Woodcock, Edmond Police  Retired.  4/16/2020 

Community Service Officer 

 

DuBord, Steven Public Works  Retired.  9/4/2020 

Field Service Rep 

 

 

Others 

 

Grothier, John CenCom  Leave w/out pay 

Communications Specialist   5/1/2020 pay period 

 



 

L: City Commission / Agenda Items / Date / HR Personnel Report 

 

 

Lund, Eric Finance  Salary adjustment 

Acting Comptroller   @ $41.08/hr.  5/3/2020 

 

Dittus, Chauncey Public Works  Salary adjustment 

Mower/Laborer   @ $13.50/hr.  4/27/2020 

 

Niemeyer, Kyle Public Works  Salary adjustment 

Maintenance Worker   @ $13.50/hr.  4/27/2020 

 



City Administration 
 

DATE: May 5, 2020  

FROM: Jason Tomanek, Assistant City Administrator 

ITEM:  Gaming Site Authorization 

REQUEST: 

Consider application for gaming:  

• Bismarck Hockey Boosters, Inc. 
o The Pier – 1120 Riverwood Drive 
o Our Place Tavern – 1305 East Front Avenue 
o Lucky’s 13 – 915 South 3rd Street 
o Borrowed Bucks – 118 South 3rd Street 
o Tap-In Tavern – 1001 Memorial Highway 

Please place this item on the May 12, 2020 City Commission meeting agenda.  

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

Gaming site authorizations expire on June 30th of each year. The Bismarck 
Administration Department administers the annual gaming site authorizations and 
renewals. 

RECOMMENDED CITY COMMISSION ACTION: 

Consider approving the gaming application. 

 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Jason Tomanek | Assistant City Administrator, 355-1300 or jtomanek@bismarcknd.gov 

 

mailto:jtomanek@bismarcknd.gov




































City Administration 
 

DATE: May 5, 2020  

FROM: Jason Tomanek, Assistant City Administrator 

ITEM:  Gaming Site Authorization 

REQUEST: 

Consider application for gaming:  

• Light of Christ Catholic Schools 
o St. Mary’s Academy – 1025 North 2nd Street 
o St. Mary’s Central High School – 5802 Ridgeland Drive 

 
Please place this item on the May 12, 2020 City Commission meeting agenda.  

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

Gaming site authorizations expire on June 30th of each year. The Bismarck 
Administration Department administers the annual gaming site authorizations and 
renewals. 

RECOMMENDED CITY COMMISSION ACTION: 

Consider approving the gaming applications. 

 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Jason Tomanek | Assistant City Administrator, 355-1300 or jtomanek@bismarcknd.gov 

 

mailto:jtomanek@bismarcknd.gov






























City Attorney 
 

DATE: May 7, 2020  

FROM: Jannelle Combs, City Attorney 

ITEM:  Consider approval of two Subordination Agreements for Patterson Place. 

REQUEST 

Approve two Subordination Agreements for Patterson Place.  

Please place this item on the 5/12/2020 City Commission consent meeting agenda.  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
On November 28, 1983, the City loaned McKenzie Hotel Associates $300,000.00 and received 
a Deed of Architectural Façade Easement for the property at 420 East Main Avenue also known 
as Patterson Place. On December 16, 2003, the City subordinated its note in favor of owner 
refinancing and extended the note term to April 1, 2024. The property was sold from McKenzie 
Hotel Associates to Patterson Place Limited Partnership.  
 
With the sale to Patterson Place Limited Partnership in the spring of 2019, the Commission 
extended the date of the note to 2039, and subordinated our loan to a Bridgewater Mortgage of 
$6,332,500.00 and the rehabilitation financing with Fannie Mae through Dougherty Mortgage, 
LLC in an amount not to exceed $5,500,000.00. 
 
The owners are refinancing to have new first and second mortgage of lending through Cedar 
Rapids Bank and Trust and a third Housing Trust Fund loan on this project with North Dakota 
Housing Finance Agency. They are requesting that the $300,000 note be subordinated to these 
three new loans. 
 
This was placed on the April 28, 2020 agenda, but the owner did not have the finalized terms. 
They have indicated that they will have the finalized terms which should be similar to the 
attachments, except for final date of closing and exact amounts. The final documents will be 
provided to the Commission upon receipt by staff. The NDHA subordination agreement 
language has remained unchanged. 
 
 
 



RECOMMENDED CITY COMMISSION ACTION 

Approve entering into the Subordination Agreements for the Cedar Rapids Rank and Trust 
Company of $7,300,000.00 to $7,600,000 and a second mortgage for $850,000 and a third 
mortgage for North Dakota Housing Finance Agency in the amount of $2,500,000.00 for 
Patterson Place Limited Partnership. 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

Jannelle Combs | City Attorney, 355-1340 or jcombs@bismarcknd.gov  

 

mailto:jcombs@bismarcknd.gov


  

SUBORDINATION AGREEMENT 
 
 THIS SUBORDINATION AGREEMENT (“Agreement”) is made and entered into this 
___ day of March, 2020, by and between CITY OF BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA, a North 
Dakota municipal corporation (the “City”), INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION OF NORTH 
DAKOTA ACTING IN ITS CAPACITY AS THE NORTH DAKOTA HOUSING FINANCE 
AGENCY, an agency of the State of North Dakota (“NDHFA”) and PATTERSON PLACE 
LIMITED PARTNERSHIP, a Minnesota limited partnership (“Borrower”). 
 

RECITALS 
 
 WHEREAS, NDHFA is making a mortgage loan (the “NDHFA Loan”) to Borrower as 
evidenced by a Promissory Note dated March ___, 2020 executed by the Borrower in favor of 
NDHFA in the amount of Two Million Five Hundred Thousand and 00/100 Dollars 
($2,500,000.00) (the “NDHFA Note”), which is secured by a Mortgage, Security Agreement, 
and Fixture Filing dated March ___, 2020, executed by the Borrower in favor of NDHFA (the 
“NDHFA Mortgage”) as a mortgage lien against the fee simple interest in the real property 
commonly known as 420 East Main Street, 422 East Main Street and 108 North 5th Street, all 
located in Bismarck, North Dakota, as legally described in Exhibit A attached hereto (the 
“Property”). 
 
 WHEREAS, the City made a loan to the McKenzie Hotel Associates, a Minnesota limited 
partnership (“McKenzie”) as evidenced by a Residual Receipts Note dated November 28, 1983 
executed by McKenzie in favor of the City in the original principal amount of Three Hundred 
Thousand and 00/100 Dollars ($300,000.00) (the “City Note”), in connection with that certain 
Deed of Architectural Façade Easement by and between McKenzie and the City dated as of 
November 28, 1983, and recorded on December 13, 1983 in the Office of the Recorder of 
Burleigh County, North Dakota as Document No. 345060, as amended (collectively, the 
“Easement”), such Easement burdening the Property.  
 
 WHEREAS, McKenzie’s interest in the City Note was assigned by McKenzie to 
Borrower and assumed by Borrower from McKenzie pursuant to an Assignment and Assumption 
of Note Obligations dated April 23, 2019 executed by and between Borrower and City,  
 

WHEREAS, as a condition of NDHFA making the NDHFA Loan to the Borrower on the 
date hereof, City must execute and deliver this Subordination Agreement agreeing to subordinate 
the rights under the Easement to the NDHFA Mortgage and subordinate the right to payment of 
amounts due and owing under the City Note to the NDHFA Loan, all as more fully set forth 
herein.   

 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the sum of One Dollar ($1.00) and other good 
and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged by 
each party hereto, it is hereby agreed as follows: 
 



1. Subordination.  The Easement and the rights of the City through the Easement in 
and to the Property, and any improvements located thereon are hereby subjected and 
subordinated and shall remain in all respects and for all purposes subject to, subordinate, and 
junior to the lien of the NDHFA Mortgage, including any amendments made thereto, and to the 
rights and interest of the holder of the NDHFA Mortgage, as with the same effect as if the 
NDHFA Mortgage, including any amendments thereto, had been duly executed, acknowledged, 
and recorded, and the indebtedness secured thereby had been fully disbursed prior to the 
execution of the Easement. 

 
2. Subordination of Payment.  Once an Event of Default shall have occurred under 

the NDHFA Note and shall be continuing or payment to City under the City Note would cause an 
Event of Default under the NDHFA Note, and NDHFA or their successor has notified City in 
writing of an Event of Default, City shall not receive any payment of any moneys, including, 
without limitation, principal or interest (including post-petition interest), now or hereafter owing 
by Borrower in respect of any payments due and owing as secured by the Easement or any 
security therefor, until the final payment in full of all obligations, liabilities and indebtedness of 
every nature of Borrower, from time to time owing to NDHFA under or in connection with the 
NDHFA Note, including principal, interest, fees (including fees of counsel), and expenses 
whether now or hereafter existing under the NDHFA Note. Notwithstanding the foregoing, upon 
foreclosure of the NDHFA Mortgage; provided the amount of the bid at the sheriff’s sale is the 
full amount due and owing to NDHFA under the NDHFA Note, the payment subordination shall 
cease as to the NDHFA Note only.  City acknowledges and agrees that any payment, fee or any 
other amount owing to it as secured by the Easement is expressly subordinated to the NDHFA 
Note. 
 
 3. Successors and Assigns.  This Agreement and each and every covenant, 
agreement, and other provisions hereof shall be binding upon the parties hereto and their 
respective successors and assigns, including without limitation from time to time the holder of 
the First Note, Second Note or any other person having an interest therein and shall inure to the 
benefit of the NDHFA and its successors and assigns. 
 
 4. Choice of Law.  This Agreement is made and executed under and in all respects is 
to be governed and construed by the laws of the State of North Dakota. 
 
 5. Captions and Headings.  The captions and headings of the various sections of this 
Agreement are for convenience only and are not to be construed as confirming or limiting in any 
way the scope or intent of the provisions hereof.  Whenever the context requires or permits, the 
singular shall include the plural, the plural shall include the singular, and the masculine, 
feminine, and neuter shall be freely interchangeable. 
 
 6. Notices.  Any notice which any party hereto may desire to may be required to give 
to any other party shall be in writing and shall be deemed given two (2) business days after 
mailing thereof by first class mail, or equivalent, to the addresses as set forth below, or to such 
other places any party hereto may by notice in writing designate shall constitute service of notice 
hereunder. 
 



 NDHFA:  North Dakota Housing Finance Agency 
    [2624 Vermont Ave] 
    Post Office Box 1535 
    Bismarck, ND 58502 
    Attn: Planning and Housing Development 
  
 City:   City of Bismarck, North Dakota 
     211 North 5th Street 
    PO Box 5503 
    Bismarck, North Dakota 58506-5503 
    Attn: City Attorney 
 

Borrower:  Patterson Place Limited Partnership 
620 Mendelssohn Avenue, Suite 107 
Golden Valley, Minnesota 55427 
Attn: Tom Schuett 

     
 7. Counterparts.  Each of the executed counterparts of this Agreement shall be 
original and all counterparts together shall constitute one and the same agreement. 
 
 8. Term.  This Agreement shall continue in effect until the NDHFA Note is paid in 
full. 
 

{THE REMAINDER OF THIS PAGE IS INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK.} 
 



 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have each caused this Agreement to be 
executed as of the date first above written. 
 
 CITY: 
  
  
      By:        
       Steve Bakken 
      Its:   President, Board of City Commissioners 
 
      AND  
 
       
      By:        
       Keith J. Hunke 
      Its:   City Administrator 
 
 
 
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA ) 
     )  SS 
COUNTY OF BURLEIGH  ) 
 

On this _____ day of _____________, 2020, before me personally appeared Steve 
Bakken, President of Board of City Commissioners, and Keith J. Hunke, City Administrator, 
known to me to be the persons who are described in, and who executed the within and foregoing 
instrument and who severally acknowledged to me that they executed the same. 

 
 

             
      Notary Public 

(SEAL)    Burleigh County, North Dakota 
 

 
 
 



  

NDHFA: 
 

INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION OF NORTH 
DAKOTA ACTING IN ITS CAPACITY AS THE 
NORTH DAKOTA HOUSING FINANCE 
AGENCY, an agency of the State of North Dakota 
 
 

 By:        
   David A. Flohr 
 Its:  Interim Executive Director 
 
 
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA )  
          ) ss. 
COUNTY OF ______________ ) 
 
 The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ____ day of _____________, 
2020, by David A. Flohr, Interim Executive Director of Industrial Commission of North Dakota 
acting in its capacity as the North Dakota Housing Finance Agency, an agency of the State of 
North Dakota, on behalf of the agency. 
 
        
 Notary Public 
 
 



BORROWER: 
 

PATTERSON PLACE LIMITED PARTNERSHIP,  
a Minnesota limited partnership 
 
By: SCHUETT PATTERSON PLACE, LLC,  
a Minnesota limited liability company 
Its: General Partner 
 
 
By:       
 Thomas L. Schuett 
Its:   President  

 
 
STATE OF MINNESOTA  ) 
    ) ss. 
COUNTY OF ___________ ) 
 
 The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _______ day of 
___________, 2020, by Thomas L. Schuett, the President of Schuett Patterson Place, LLC, a 
Minnesota limited liability company, as the General Partner of Patterson Place, Limited 
Partnership, a Minnesota limited partnership, on behalf of the limited partnership. 
 
 
 
              
       Notary Public 
 
 
This instrument was drafted by: 
 
WINTHROP & WEINSTINE, P.A. (RBH) 
225 South Sixth Street 
Suite 3500 
Minneapolis, MN  55402 
(612) 604-6400 
 



EXHIBIT A 
 

Legal Description 
 

Lots Seven (7), Eight (8), Nine (9) and Ten (10) and that part of a vacated alley, being the East 
Seventy-five (E. 75') of the East/West alley in Block Forty-eight (48) of the Original Plat to the 
City of Bismarck, North Dakota, which alley part is more particularly described as follows: 
 
Beginning at the Southeast corner of Lot 6 of Block 48; thence West along the South line of Lot 
6, a distance of 75 feet; thence South 20 feet to the North line of said Lot 9; thence East along the 
North line of Lots 9, 8 and 7, a distance of 75 feet to the Northeast corner of said Lot 7; thence 
North 20 feet along the West line of 5th Street, in Bismarck, Burleigh County, North Dakota, to 
the place of beginning. 
 
Burleigh County, North Dakota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18896330v2 
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SUBORDINATION AGREEMENT 
 
 THIS SUBORDINATION AGREEMENT (“Agreement”) is made and entered into this 
___ day of May, 2020, by and between CITY OF BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA, a North 
Dakota municipal corporation (the “City”), CEDAR RAPIDS BANK AND TRUST 
COMPANY, an Iowa banking corporation (“CRBT”) and PATTERSON PLACE LIMITED 
PARTNERSHIP, a Minnesota limited partnership (“Borrower”). 
 

RECITALS 
 
 WHEREAS, CRBT is making a mortgage loan (the “First Loan”) to Borrower as 
evidenced by a Promissory Note dated May ___, 2020 executed by the Borrower in favor of 
CRBT in the amount of Seven Million Three Hundred Thousand and 00/100 Dollars 
($7,300,000.00) (the “First Note”), which is secured by a Combination Mortgage, Security 
Agreement, Fixture Filing and Assignment of Leases and Rents dated May ___, 2020, executed 
by the Borrower in favor of CRBT in the principal amount of $9,050,000.00, together with any 
present or future amendments or modifications thereof, which shall serve as security for the First 
Note and Swap Transaction Documents (the “First Mortgage”) as a first mortgage lien against 
the fee simple interest in the real property commonly known as 420 East Main Street, 422 East 
Main Street and 108 North 5th Street, all located in Bismarck, North Dakota, as legally described 
in Exhibit A attached hereto (the “Property”). 

 
 WHEREAS, CRBT is making a second mortgage loan (the “Second Loan”) to Borrower 
as evidenced by a Promissory Note dated May ___, 2020 executed by the Borrower in favor of 
CRBT in the amount of Eight Hundred Fifty and 00/100 Dollars ($850,000.00) (the “Second 
Note”), which is secured by a Combination Mortgage, Security Agreement, Fixture Filing and 
Assignment of Leases and Rents dated May ___, 2020, executed by the Borrower in favor of 
CRBT in the principal amount of $1,055,000.00, together with any present or future amendments 
or modifications thereof, which shall serve as security for the Second Note and Swap Transaction 
Documents (the “Second Mortgage”) as a second mortgage lien against the Property. 
 
 WHEREAS, CRBT is making a tax credit bridge loan (the “Bridge Loan”) to Borrower 
as evidenced by a Promissory Note dated May ___, 2020 executed by the Borrower in favor of 
CRBT in the amount of [Seven Million Three Hundred Fifty Thousand to Seven Million Six 
Hundred Fifty Thousand]  and 00/100 Dollars ([$7,350,000 to 7,650,000]) (the “Bridge Note”). 
 
 WHEREAS, the City made a loan to the McKenzie Hotel Associates, a Minnesota limited 
partnership (“McKenzie”) as evidenced by a Residual Receipts Note dated June 29, 2012 
executed by McKenzie in favor of the City in the original principal amount of Three Hundred 
Thousand and 00/100 Dollars ($300,000.00) on November 28, 1983 (the “City Note”), in 
connection with that certain Deed of Architectural Façade Easement by and between McKenzie 
and the City dated as of November 28, 1983, and recorded on December 13, 1983 in the Office 
of the Recorder of Burleigh County, North Dakota as Document No. 345060, as amended 
(collectively, the “Easement”), such Easement burdening the Property.  
 



 

 WHEREAS, McKenzie’s interest in the City Note was assigned by McKenzie to 
Borrower and assumed by Borrower from McKenzie pursuant to an Assignment and Assumption 
of Note Obligations dated April 23, 2019 executed by and between Borrower and City,  
 

WHEREAS, as a condition of CRBT making the First Loan, Second Loan and Bridge 
Loan to the Borrower on the date hereof, City must execute and deliver this Subordination 
Agreement agreeing to subordinate the rights under the Easement to the First Mortgage and the 
Second Mortgage and subordinate the right to payment of amounts due and owing under the City 
Note to the First Loan, Second Loan and Bridge Loan, all as more fully set forth herein.   

 WHEREAS, as used herein “Swap Indebtedness” shall mean all indebtedness, 
liabilities, fees, costs, assessments, or obligations, now existing or hereafter arising, due or to 
become due, absolute or contingent, by Borrower to CRBT under any Swap Transaction or Swap 
Transaction Documents.  
 
 WHEREAS, as used herein “Swap” or “Swap Transaction” shall mean one or more 
agreements between Borrower and CRBT with respect to any interest rate swap, cap, collar, 
floor, forward, future or derivative transaction or option or similar agreement involving, or 
settled by reference to, one or more interest rates, currencies, commodities, equity or debt 
instruments or securities, or economic, financial or pricing indices or measures of economic, 
financial or pricing risk or value.  
 
 WHEREAS, as used herein “Swap Transaction Documents” shall mean any and all 
documents related to any Swap Transactions by and between Patterson and CRBT, including but 
not limited to the following: 1992 version of the “ISDA” (International Swaps and Derivatives 
Association, Inc.) Master Agreement, the Schedule to the Master Agreement, any Credit Support 
Annexes, any Swap Trade Confirmations, Risk Disclosure States, Eligible Contract Participant 
Verification Forms, and all such other related documents as CRBT may require. All such Swap 
Transaction Documents shall be in form and content, and include such terms and conditions, as 
required by CRBT and/or its legal counsel. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the sum of One Dollar ($1.00) and other good 
and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged by 
each party hereto, it is hereby agreed as follows: 
 

1. Subordination.  The Easement and the rights of the City through the Easement in 
and to the Property, and any improvements located thereon are hereby subjected and 
subordinated and shall remain in all respects and for all purposes subject to, subordinate, and 
junior to the lien of the First Mortgage and Second Mortgage, including any amendments made 
thereto, and to the rights and interest of the holder of the First Mortgage and Second Mortgage, 
as with the same effect as if the First Mortgage and Second Mortgage, including any amendments 
thereto, had been duly executed, acknowledged, and recorded, and the indebtedness secured 
thereby had been fully disbursed prior to the execution of the Easement. 

 



 

2. Subordination of Payment.  Once an Event of Default shall have occurred under 
the First Note and/or Second Note and/or Bridge Note and shall be continuing or payment to City 
under the City Note would cause an Event of Default under the First Note and/or Second Note 
and/or Bridge Note, and CRBT or their successor has notified City in writing of an Event of 
Default, City shall not receive any payment of any moneys, including, without limitation, 
principal or interest (including post-petition interest), now or hereafter owing by Borrower in 
respect of any payments due and owing as secured by the Easement or any security therefor, until 
the final payment in full of all obligations, liabilities and indebtedness of every nature of 
Borrower, from time to time owing to CRBT under or in connection with the First Note, Second 
Note and Bridge Note, including principal, interest, fees (including fees of counsel), and 
expenses whether now or hereafter existing under the First Note, Second Note and Bridge Note. 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, upon foreclosure of the First Mortgage and/or Second Mortgage; 
provided the amount of the bid at the sheriff’s sale is the full amount due and owing to CRBT 
under the First Note, the payment subordination shall cease as to the First Note and Second Note 
only.  City acknowledges and agrees that any payment, fee or any other amount owing to it as 
secured by the Easement is expressly subordinated to the First Note and Second Note. 
 
 3. Successors and Assigns.  This Agreement and each and every covenant, 
agreement, and other provisions hereof shall be binding upon the parties hereto and their 
respective successors and assigns, including without limitation from time to time the holder of 
the First Note, Second Note, Bridge Note or any other person having an interest therein and shall 
inure to the benefit of the CRBT and its successors and assigns. 
 
 4. Choice of Law.  This Agreement is made and executed under and in all respects is 
to be governed and construed by the laws of the State of North Dakota. 
 
 5. Captions and Headings.  The captions and headings of the various sections of this 
Agreement are for convenience only and are not to be construed as confirming or limiting in any 
way the scope or intent of the provisions hereof.  Whenever the context requires or permits, the 
singular shall include the plural, the plural shall include the singular, and the masculine, 
feminine, and neuter shall be freely interchangeable. 
 
 
 6. Notices.  Any notice which any party hereto may desire to may be required to give 
to any other party shall be in writing and shall be deemed given two (2) business days after 
mailing thereof by first class mail, or equivalent, to the addresses as set forth below, or to such 
other places any party hereto may by notice in writing designate shall constitute service of notice 
hereunder. 
 
 CRBT:   Cedar Rapids Bank and Trust Company 
    500 1st Avenue NE, Suite 100 
    Cedar Rapids, IA  52401 
    Attn:  Sam Kramer 
 
 City:   City of Bismarck, North Dakota 



 

     211 North 5th Street 
    PO Box 5503 
    Bismarck, North Dakota  58506-5503 
    Attn: City Attorney 
 

Borrower:  Patterson Place Limited Partnership 
9000 Golden Valley Road 
Golden Valley, Minnesota 55427 
Attn: Tom Schuett 

     
 7. Counterparts.  Each of the executed counterparts of this Agreement shall be 
original and all counterparts together shall constitute one and the same agreement. 
 
 8. Term.  This Agreement shall continue in effect until the First Note, Second Note 
and Bridge Note are paid in full. 
 

{THE REMAINDER OF THIS PAGE IS INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK.} 
 



 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have each caused this Agreement to be 
executed as of the date first above written. 
 
 CITY: 
  
  
      By:        
       Steve Bakken 
      Its:   President, Board of City Commissioners 
 
      AND  
 
       
      By:        
       Keith J. Hunke 
      Its:   City Administrator 
 
 
 
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA ) 
     )  SS 
COUNTY OF BURLEIGH  ) 
 

On this _____ day of _____________, 2020, before me personally appeared Steve 
Bakken, President of Board of City Commissioners, and Keith J. Hunke, City Administrator, 
known to me to be the persons who are described in, and who executed the within and foregoing 
instrument and who severally acknowledged to me that they executed the same. 

 
 

             
      Notary Public 

(SEAL)    Burleigh County, North Dakota 
 

 
 
 



  

CRBT: 
 

CEDAR RAPIDS BANK AND TRUST 
COMPANY, 
an Iowa banking corporation 
 
 

 By:        
   Sam Kramer 
 Its:  Vice President 
 
 
STATE OF IOWA              )  
           ) ss. 
COUNTY OF ________    ) 
 
 The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ____ day of _____________, 
2020, by Sam Kramer, Vice President of Cedar Rapids Bank and Trust Company, an Iowa 
banking corporation, on behalf of the banking corporation. 
 
        
 Notary Public 
 
 



 

BORROWER: 
 

PATTERSON PLACE LIMITED PARTNERSHIP,  
a Minnesota limited partnership 
 
By: SCHUETT PATTERSON PLACE, LLC,  
a Minnesota limited liability company 
Its: General Partner 
 
 
By:       
 Thomas L. Schuett 
Its:   President  

 
 
STATE OF MINNESOTA  ) 
    ) ss. 
COUNTY OF ___________ ) 
 
 The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _______ day of 
___________, 2020, by Thomas L. Schuett, the President of Schuett Patterson Place, LLC, a 
Minnesota limited liability company, as the General Partner of Patterson Place, Limited 
Partnership, a Minnesota limited partnership, on behalf of the limited partnership. 
 
 
 
              
       Notary Public 
 
 
This instrument was drafted by: 
 
MESSERLI & KRAMER P.A. (MRJ) 
1400 Fifth Street Towers 
100 South Fifth Street 
Minneapolis, MN  55402-4218 
(612) 672-3718 
 



 

EXHIBIT A 
 

Legal Description 
 

Parcel 1 
 
Lots Seven (7), Eight (8), Nine (9) and Ten (10) and that part of a vacated alley, being the East 
Seventy-five feet (E. 75') of the East/West alley in Block Forty-eight (48) of the Original Plat to 
the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, which alley part is more particularly described as follows: 
 
Beginning at the Southeast corner of Lot 6 of Block 48; thence West along the South line of Lot 
6, a distance of 75 feet; thence South 20 feet to the North line of said Lot 9; thence East along the 
North line of Lots 9, 8 and 7, a distance of 75 feet to the Northeast corner of said Lot 7; thence 
North 20 feet along the West line of 5th Street, in Bismarck, Burleigh County, North Dakota, to 
the place of beginning. 
 
Burleigh County, North Dakota 
 
Parcel 2 
 
Easement for permitted use of easement area, for the benefit of Patterson Place Limited 
Partnership, as created in Easement Agreement dated April 23, 2019, filed April 25, 2019, as 
Document No. 884479. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





















































  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared by, and after recording return to: 
Michelle R. Jester, Esq. 
Messerli & Kramer P.A. 
1400 Fifth Street Towers 
100 South Fifth Street 
Minneapolis, MN  55402            

 
SUBORDINATION AGREEMENT 

 
 THIS SUBORDINATION AGREEMENT (“Agreement”) is made and entered into this 
___ day of May, 2020, by and between CITY OF BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA, a North 
Dakota municipal corporation (the “City”), CEDAR RAPIDS BANK AND TRUST 
COMPANY, an Iowa banking corporation (“CRBT”) and PATTERSON PLACE LIMITED 
PARTNERSHIP, a Minnesota limited partnership (“Borrower”). 
 

RECITALS 
 
 WHEREAS, CRBT is making a mortgage loan (the “First Loan”) to Borrower as 
evidenced by a Promissory Note dated May ___, 2020 executed by the Borrower in favor of 
CRBT in the amount of Seven Million Three Hundred Thousand and 00/100 Dollars 
($7,300,000.00) (the “First Note”), which is secured by a Combination Mortgage, Security 
Agreement, Fixture Filing and Assignment of Leases and Rents dated May ___, 2020, executed 
by the Borrower in favor of CRBT in the principal amount of $9,050,000.00 and recorded on 
______________, 2020 in the Office of the County Recorder, Burleigh County, North Dakota, as 
Document No. __________, together with any present or future amendments or modifications 
thereof, which shall serve as security for the First Note and Swap Transaction Documents (the 
“First Mortgage”) as a first mortgage lien against the fee simple interest in the real property 
commonly known as 420 East Main Street, 422 East Main Street and 108 North 5th Street, all 
located in Bismarck, North Dakota, as legally described in Exhibit A attached hereto (the 
“Property”). 

 
 WHEREAS, CRBT is making a second mortgage loan (the “Second Loan”) to Borrower 
as evidenced by a Promissory Note dated May ___, 2020 executed by the Borrower in favor of 
CRBT in the amount of Eight Hundred Fifty and 00/100 Dollars ($850,000.00) (the “Second 
Note”), which is secured by a Combination Mortgage, Security Agreement, Fixture Filing and 



Assignment of Leases and Rents dated May ___, 2020, executed by the Borrower in favor of 
CRBT in the principal amount of $1,055,000.00 and recorded on ______________, 2020 in the 
Office of the County Recorder, Burleigh County, North Dakota, as Document No. __________, 
together with any present or future amendments or modifications thereof, which shall serve as 
security for the Second Note and Swap Transaction Documents (the “Second Mortgage”) as a 
second mortgage lien against the Property. 
 
 WHEREAS, CRBT is making a tax credit bridge loan (the “Bridge Loan”) to Borrower 
as evidenced by a Promissory Note dated May ___, 2020 executed by the Borrower in favor of 
CRBT in the amount of Seven Million Four Hundred Thousand and 00/100 Dollars 
($7,400,000.00) (the “Bridge Note”). 
 
 WHEREAS, the City made a loan to the McKenzie Hotel Associates, a Minnesota limited 
partnership (“McKenzie”) as evidenced by a Residual Receipts Note dated June 29, 2012 
executed by McKenzie in favor of the City in the original principal amount of Three Hundred 
Thousand and 00/100 Dollars ($300,000.00) on November 28, 1983 (the “City Note”), in 
connection with that certain Deed of Architectural Façade Easement by and between McKenzie 
and the City dated as of November 28, 1983, and recorded on December 13, 1983 in the Office 
of the Recorder of Burleigh County, North Dakota as Document No. 345060, as amended 
(collectively, the “Easement”), such Easement burdening the Property.  
 
 WHEREAS, McKenzie’s interest in the City Note was assigned by McKenzie to 
Borrower and assumed by Borrower from McKenzie pursuant to an Assignment and Assumption 
of Note Obligations dated April 23, 2019 executed by and between Borrower and City,  
 

WHEREAS, as a condition of CRBT making the First Loan, Second Loan and Bridge 
Loan to the Borrower on the date hereof, City must execute and deliver this Subordination 
Agreement agreeing to subordinate the rights under the Easement to the First Mortgage and the 
Second Mortgage and subordinate the right to payment of amounts due and owing under the City 
Note to the First Loan, Second Loan and Bridge Loan, all as more fully set forth herein.   

 WHEREAS, as used herein “Swap Indebtedness” shall mean all indebtedness, 
liabilities, fees, costs, assessments, or obligations, now existing or hereafter arising, due or to 
become due, absolute or contingent, by Borrower to CRBT under any Swap Transaction or Swap 
Transaction Documents.  
 
 WHEREAS, as used herein “Swap” or “Swap Transaction” shall mean one or more 
agreements between Borrower and CRBT with respect to any interest rate swap, cap, collar, 
floor, forward, future or derivative transaction or option or similar agreement involving, or 
settled by reference to, one or more interest rates, currencies, commodities, equity or debt 
instruments or securities, or economic, financial or pricing indices or measures of economic, 
financial or pricing risk or value.  
 
 WHEREAS, as used herein “Swap Transaction Documents” shall mean any and all 
documents related to any Swap Transactions by and between Patterson and CRBT, including but 
not limited to the following: 1992 version of the “ISDA” (International Swaps and Derivatives 



Association, Inc.) Master Agreement, the Schedule to the Master Agreement, any Credit Support 
Annexes, any Swap Trade Confirmations, Risk Disclosure States, Eligible Contract Participant 
Verification Forms, and all such other related documents as CRBT may require. All such Swap 
Transaction Documents shall be in form and content, and include such terms and conditions, as 
required by CRBT and/or its legal counsel. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the sum of One Dollar ($1.00) and other good 
and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged by 
each party hereto, it is hereby agreed as follows: 
 

1. Subordination.  The Easement and the rights of the City through the Easement in 
and to the Property, and any improvements located thereon are hereby subjected and 
subordinated and shall remain in all respects and for all purposes subject to, subordinate, and 
junior to the lien of the First Mortgage and Second Mortgage, including any amendments made 
thereto, and to the rights and interest of the holder of the First Mortgage and Second Mortgage, 
as with the same effect as if the First Mortgage and Second Mortgage, including any amendments 
thereto, had been duly executed, acknowledged, and recorded, and the indebtedness secured 
thereby had been fully disbursed prior to the execution of the Easement. 

 
2. Subordination of Payment.  Once an Event of Default shall have occurred under 

the First Note and/or Second Note and/or Bridge Note and shall be continuing or payment to City 
under the City Note would cause an Event of Default under the First Note and/or Second Note 
and/or Bridge Note, and CRBT or their successor has notified City in writing of an Event of 
Default, City shall not receive any payment of any moneys, including, without limitation, 
principal or interest (including post-petition interest), now or hereafter owing by Borrower in 
respect of any payments due and owing as secured by the Easement or any security therefor, until 
the final payment in full of all obligations, liabilities and indebtedness of every nature of 
Borrower, from time to time owing to CRBT under or in connection with the First Note, Second 
Note and Bridge Note, including principal, interest, fees (including fees of counsel), and 
expenses whether now or hereafter existing under the First Note, Second Note and Bridge Note. 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, upon foreclosure of the First Mortgage and/or Second Mortgage; 
provided the amount of the bid at the sheriff’s sale is the full amount due and owing to CRBT 
under the First Note, the payment subordination shall cease as to the First Note and Second Note 
only.  City acknowledges and agrees that any payment, fee or any other amount owing to it as 
secured by the Easement is expressly subordinated to the First Note and Second Note. 
 
 3. Successors and Assigns.  This Agreement and each and every covenant, 
agreement, and other provisions hereof shall be binding upon the parties hereto and their 
respective successors and assigns, including without limitation from time to time the holder of 
the First Note, Second Note, Bridge Note or any other person having an interest therein and shall 
inure to the benefit of the CRBT and its successors and assigns. 
 
 4. Choice of Law.  This Agreement is made and executed under and in all respects is 
to be governed and construed by the laws of the State of North Dakota. 
 
 5. Captions and Headings.  The captions and headings of the various sections of this 



Agreement are for convenience only and are not to be construed as confirming or limiting in any 
way the scope or intent of the provisions hereof.  Whenever the context requires or permits, the 
singular shall include the plural, the plural shall include the singular, and the masculine, 
feminine, and neuter shall be freely interchangeable. 
 
 
 6. Notices.  Any notice which any party hereto may desire to may be required to give 
to any other party shall be in writing and shall be deemed given two (2) business days after 
mailing thereof by first class mail, or equivalent, to the addresses as set forth below, or to such 
other places any party hereto may by notice in writing designate shall constitute service of notice 
hereunder. 
 
 CRBT:   Cedar Rapids Bank and Trust Company 
    500 1st Avenue NE, Suite 100 
    Cedar Rapids, IA  52401 
    Attn:  Sam Kramer 
 
 City:   City of Bismarck, North Dakota 
     211 North 5th Street 
    PO Box 5503 
    Bismarck, North Dakota  58506-5503 
    Attn: City Attorney 
 

Borrower:  Patterson Place Limited Partnership 
9000 Golden Valley Road 
Golden Valley, Minnesota 55427 
Attn: Tom Schuett 

     
 7. Counterparts.  Each of the executed counterparts of this Agreement shall be 
original and all counterparts together shall constitute one and the same agreement. 
 
 8. Term.  This Agreement shall continue in effect until the First Note, Second Note 
and Bridge Note are paid in full. 
 

{THE REMAINDER OF THIS PAGE IS INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK.} 
 



 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have each caused this Agreement to be 
executed as of the date first above written. 
 
 CITY: 
  
  
      By:        
       Steve Bakken 
      Its:   President, Board of City Commissioners 
 
      AND  
 
       
      By:        
       Keith J. Hunk 
      Its:   City Administrator 
 
 
 
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA ) 
     )  SS 
COUNTY OF BURLEIGH  ) 
 

On this _____ day of _____________, 2020, before me personally appeared Steve 
Bakken, President of Board of City Commissioners, and Keith J. Hunke, City Administrator, 
known to me to be the persons who are described in, and who executed the within and foregoing 
instrument and who severally acknowledged to me that they executed the same. 

 
 

             
      Notary Public 

(SEAL)    Burleigh County, North Dakota 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is a signature page to that certain Subordination Agreement dated effective May 
_____, 2020. 
 



  

CRBT: 
 

CEDAR RAPIDS BANK AND TRUST 
COMPANY, 
an Iowa banking corporation 
 
 

 By:        
   Sam Kramer 
 Its:  Vice President 
 
 
STATE OF IOWA              )  
           ) ss. 
COUNTY OF ________    ) 
 
 The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ____ day of _____________, 
2020, by Sam Kramer, Vice President of Cedar Rapids Bank and Trust Company, an Iowa 
banking corporation, on behalf of the banking corporation. 
 
        
 Notary Public 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is a signature page to that certain Subordination Agreement dated effective May 
_____, 2020. 



BORROWER: 
 

PATTERSON PLACE LIMITED PARTNERSHIP,  
a Minnesota limited partnership 
 
By: SCHUETT PATTERSON PLACE, LLC,  
a Minnesota limited liability company 
Its: General Partner 
 
 
By:       
 Thomas L. Schuett 
Its:   President  

 
 
STATE OF MINNESOTA  ) 
    ) ss. 
COUNTY OF ___________ ) 
 
 The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _______ day of 
___________, 2020, by Thomas L. Schuett, the President of Schuett Patterson Place, LLC, a 
Minnesota limited liability company, as the General Partner of Patterson Place, Limited 
Partnership, a Minnesota limited partnership, on behalf of the limited partnership. 
 
 
 
              
       Notary Public 
 
 
This instrument was drafted by: 
 
MESSERLI & KRAMER P.A. (MRJ) 
1400 Fifth Street Towers 
100 South Fifth Street 
Minneapolis, MN  55402-4218 
(612) 672-3718 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is a signature page to that certain Subordination Agreement dated effective May 
_____, 2020. 



EXHIBIT A 
 

Legal Description 
 

Parcel 1 
 
Lots Seven (7), Eight (8), Nine (9) and Ten (10) and that part of a vacated alley, being the East 
Seventy-five feet (E. 75') of the East/West alley in Block Forty-eight (48) of the Original Plat to 
the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, which alley part is more particularly described as follows: 
 
Beginning at the Southeast corner of Lot 6 of Block 48; thence West along the South line of Lot 
6, a distance of 75 feet; thence South 20 feet to the North line of said Lot 9; thence East along the 
North line of Lots 9, 8 and 7, a distance of 75 feet to the Northeast corner of said Lot 7; thence 
North 20 feet along the West line of 5th Street, in Bismarck, Burleigh County, North Dakota, to 
the place of beginning. 
 
Burleigh County, North Dakota 
 
Parcel 2 
 
Easement for permitted use of easement area, for the benefit of Patterson Place Limited 
Partnership, as created in Easement Agreement dated April 23, 2019, filed April 25, 2019, as 
Document No. 884479. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SUBORDINATION AGREEMENT 

 
 THIS SUBORDINATION AGREEMENT (“Agreement”) is made and entered into this 
___ day of May, 2020, by and between CITY OF BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA, a North 
Dakota municipal corporation (the “City”), INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION OF NORTH 
DAKOTA ACTING IN ITS CAPACITY AS THE NORTH DAKOTA HOUSING FINANCE 
AGENCY, an agency of the State of North Dakota (“NDHFA”) and PATTERSON PLACE 
LIMITED PARTNERSHIP, a Minnesota limited partnership (“Borrower”). 
 

RECITALS 
 
 WHEREAS, NDHFA is making a mortgage loan (the “NDHFA Loan”) to Borrower as 
evidenced by a Promissory Note dated May ___, 2020 executed by the Borrower in favor of 
NDHFA in the amount of Two Million Five Hundred Thousand and 00/100 Dollars 
($2,500,000.00) (the “NDHFA Note”), which is secured by a Mortgage, Security Agreement, 
and Fixture Filing dated May ___, 2020, executed by the Borrower in favor of NDHFA (the 
“NDHFA Mortgage”) as a mortgage lien against the fee simple interest in the real property 
commonly known as 420 East Main Street, 422 East Main Street and 108 North 5th Street, all 
located in Bismarck, North Dakota, as legally described in Exhibit A attached hereto (the 
“Property”). 
 
 WHEREAS, the City made a loan to the McKenzie Hotel Associates, a Minnesota limited 
partnership (“McKenzie”) as evidenced by a Residual Receipts Note dated November 28, 1983 
executed by McKenzie in favor of the City in the original principal amount of Three Hundred 
Thousand and 00/100 Dollars ($300,000.00) (the “City Note”), in connection with that certain 
Deed of Architectural Façade Easement by and between McKenzie and the City dated as of 
November 28, 1983, and recorded on December 13, 1983 in the Office of the Recorder of 
Burleigh County, North Dakota as Document No. 345060, as amended (collectively, the 
“Easement”), such Easement burdening the Property.  
 
 WHEREAS, McKenzie’s interest in the City Note was assigned by McKenzie to 
Borrower and assumed by Borrower from McKenzie pursuant to an Assignment and Assumption 
of Note Obligations dated April 23, 2019 executed by and between Borrower and City,  
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WHEREAS, as a condition of NDHFA making the NDHFA Loan to the Borrower on the date 
hereof, City must execute and deliver this Subordination Agreement agreeing to subordinate the 
rights under the Easement to the NDHFA Mortgage and subordinate the right to payment of 
amounts due and owing under the City Note to the NDHFA Loan, all as more fully set forth 
herein.   

 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the sum of One Dollar ($1.00) and other good 
and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged by 
each party hereto, it is hereby agreed as follows: 
 

1. Subordination.  The Easement and the rights of the City through the Easement in 
and to the Property, and any improvements located thereon are hereby subjected and 
subordinated and shall remain in all respects and for all purposes subject to, subordinate, and 
junior to the lien of the NDHFA Mortgage, including any amendments made thereto, and to the 
rights and interest of the holder of the NDHFA Mortgage, as with the same effect as if the 
NDHFA Mortgage, including any amendments thereto, had been duly executed, acknowledged, 
and recorded, and the indebtedness secured thereby had been fully disbursed prior to the 
execution of the Easement. 

 
2. Subordination of Payment.  Once an Event of Default shall have occurred under 

the NDHFA Note and shall be continuing or payment to City under the City Note would cause an 
Event of Default under the NDHFA Note, and NDHFA or their successor has notified City in 
writing of an Event of Default, City shall not receive any payment of any moneys, including, 
without limitation, principal or interest (including post-petition interest), now or hereafter owing 
by Borrower in respect of any payments due and owing as secured by the Easement or any 
security therefor, until the final payment in full of all obligations, liabilities and indebtedness of 
every nature of Borrower, from time to time owing to NDHFA under or in connection with the 
NDHFA Note, including principal, interest, fees (including fees of counsel), and expenses 
whether now or hereafter existing under the NDHFA Note. Notwithstanding the foregoing, upon 
foreclosure of the NDHFA Mortgage; provided the amount of the bid at the sheriff’s sale is the 
full amount due and owing to NDHFA under the NDHFA Note, the payment subordination shall 
cease as to the NDHFA Note only.  City acknowledges and agrees that any payment, fee or any 
other amount owing to it as secured by the Easement is expressly subordinated to the NDHFA 
Note. 
 
 3. Successors and Assigns.  This Agreement and each and every covenant, 
agreement, and other provisions hereof shall be binding upon the parties hereto and their 
respective successors and assigns, including without limitation from time to time the holder of 
the First Note, Second Note or any other person having an interest therein and shall inure to the 
benefit of the NDHFA and its successors and assigns. 
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 4. Choice of Law.  This Agreement is made and executed under and in all respects is 
to be governed and construed by the laws of the State of North Dakota. 
 
 5. Captions and Headings.  The captions and headings of the various sections of this 
Agreement are for convenience only and are not to be construed as confirming or limiting in any 
way the scope or intent of the provisions hereof.  Whenever the context requires or permits, the 
singular shall include the plural, the plural shall include the singular, and the masculine, 
feminine, and neuter shall be freely interchangeable. 
 
 6. Notices.  Any notice which any party hereto may desire to may be required to give 
to any other party shall be in writing and shall be deemed given two (2) business days after 
mailing thereof by first class mail, or equivalent, to the addresses as set forth below, or to such 
other places any party hereto may by notice in writing designate shall constitute service of notice 
hereunder. 
 
 NDHFA:  North Dakota Housing Finance Agency 
    [2624 Vermont Ave] 
    Post Office Box 1535 
    Bismarck, ND 58502 
    Attn: Planning and Housing Development 
  
 City:   City of Bismarck, North Dakota 
     211 North 5th Street 
    PO Box 5503 
    Bismarck, North Dakota 58506-5503 
    Attn: City Attorney 
 

Borrower:  Patterson Place Limited Partnership 
620 Mendelssohn Avenue, Suite 107 
Golden Valley, Minnesota 55427 
Attn: Tom Schuett 

     
 7. Counterparts.  Each of the executed counterparts of this Agreement shall be 
original and all counterparts together shall constitute one and the same agreement. 
 
 8. Term.  This Agreement shall continue in effect until the NDHFA Note is paid in 
full. 
 

{THE REMAINDER OF THIS PAGE IS INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK.} 
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 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have each caused this Agreement to be 
executed as of the date first above written. 
 
 CITY: 
  
  
      By:        
       Steve Bakken 
      Its:   President, Board of City Commissioners 
 
      AND  
 
       
      By:        
       Keith J. Hunke 
      Its:   City Administrator 
 
 
 
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA ) 
     )  SS 
COUNTY OF BURLEIGH  ) 
 

On this _____ day of _____________, 2020, before me personally appeared Steve 
Bakken, President of Board of City Commissioners, and Keith J. Hunke, City Administrator, 
known to me to be the persons who are described in, and who executed the within and foregoing 
instrument and who severally acknowledged to me that they executed the same. 

 
 

             
      Notary Public 

(SEAL)    Burleigh County, North Dakota 
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NDHFA: 
 

INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION OF NORTH 
DAKOTA ACTING IN ITS CAPACITY AS THE 
NORTH DAKOTA HOUSING FINANCE 
AGENCY, an agency of the State of North Dakota 
 
 

 By:        
   David A. Flohr 
 Its:  Interim Executive Director 
 
 
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA )  
          ) ss. 
COUNTY OF ______________ ) 
 
 The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ____ day of _____________, 
2020, by David A. Flohr, Interim Executive Director of Industrial Commission of North Dakota 
acting in its capacity as the North Dakota Housing Finance Agency, an agency of the State of 
North Dakota, on behalf of the agency. 
 
        
 Notary Public 
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BORROWER: 
 

PATTERSON PLACE LIMITED PARTNERSHIP,  
a Minnesota limited partnership 
 
By: SCHUETT PATTERSON PLACE, LLC,  
a Minnesota limited liability company 
Its: General Partner 
 
 
By:       
 Thomas L. Schuett 
Its:   President  

 
 
STATE OF MINNESOTA  ) 
    ) ss. 
COUNTY OF ___________ ) 
 
 The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _______ day of 
___________, 2020, by Thomas L. Schuett, the President of Schuett Patterson Place, LLC, a 
Minnesota limited liability company, as the General Partner of Patterson Place, Limited 
Partnership, a Minnesota limited partnership, on behalf of the limited partnership. 
 
 
 
              
       Notary Public 
 
 
This instrument was drafted by: 
 
WINTHROP & WEINSTINE, P.A. (RBH) 
225 South Sixth Street 
Suite 3500 
Minneapolis, MN  55402 
(612) 604-6400 
 



 

EXHIBIT A 
 

Legal Description 
 

Lots Seven (7), Eight (8), Nine (9) and Ten (10) and that part of a vacated alley, being the East 
Seventy-five (E. 75') of the East/West alley in Block Forty-eight (48) of the Original Plat to the 
City of Bismarck, North Dakota, which alley part is more particularly described as follows: 
 
Beginning at the Southeast corner of Lot 6 of Block 48; thence West along the South line of Lot 
6, a distance of 75 feet; thence South 20 feet to the North line of said Lot 9; thence East along the 
North line of Lots 9, 8 and 7, a distance of 75 feet to the Northeast corner of said Lot 7; thence 
North 20 feet along the West line of 5th Street, in Bismarck, Burleigh County, North Dakota, to 
the place of beginning. 
 
Burleigh County, North Dakota 
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Community Development Department 
 

DATE: May 5, 2020  

FROM: Ben Ehreth, AICP, Community Development Director 

ITEM: Heritage Park Second Addition – Annexation, Zoning Change, Major 

Subdivision Final Plat and Development Agreement 

REQUEST 

Benchmark Developments, LLC is requesting approval of the annexation, a zoning 
change from the A – Agricultural zoning district to the R5 – Residential, R10 – 
Residential and RM10 – Residential zoning districts, and a major subdivision final plat 
for Heritage Park Second Addition.  These actions would allow the development of 96 
homes in a mix of single, two-family and multi-family residences.   
 
The property is located in northwest Bismarck, north of 57th Avenue NW and east of 
15th Street NW (part of the SW¼ of Section 8, T139N-R80W/Hay Creek Township). 

Please place this item on the May 12, 2020 and May 26, 2020 City Commission 
meeting agendas.  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The Planning and Zoning Commission held a public hearing on these items on April 22, 
2020. 
 
Two residents spoke at the public hearing. Several other residents submitted written 
comments in support of the development prior to the hearing.  The primary concerns 
raised during the hearing were the impacts on the adjacent rural residential 
development, including development fatigue experienced by the residents with 
development going on to the south, light pollution created by not having downcast 
lighting in the new development, the size of the existing park in the subdivision, 
concerns with roadway interconnectivity and how truck traffic for construction in the new 
subdivision will break up the recently paved roads in Crested Butte (that those rural 
residents paid for through assessments), and the desire for some type of vegetative 
screening buffer between the new urban residential and the existing rural residential to 
mitigate any adverse impacts on the existing rural residential. 
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At the conclusion of the public hearing, and based on the findings contained in the staff 
report, the Planning & Zoning Commission recommended approval, on a 8-2 vote, of 
the annexation; the zoning change from the A – Agricultural to the R5 – Residential, 
R10 – Residential and RM10 – Residential zoning districts and the major subdivision 
final plat for Heritage Park Second Addition, with the following conditions: 1) A street 
name change is initiated for Colony Loop within Heritage Park Addition to remain 
consistent with the extension of this street within Heritage Park Second Addition in 
conjunction with the City Commission approval of the final plat; and 2) A development 
agreement for construction of 64th Avenue NW is presented for approval by the City 
Commission in conjunction with final action on the final plat of Heritage Park Second 
Addition with the City Commission. 
 
The street name change has been initiated by City staff for consideration in conjunction 
with this request. 
 

RECOMMENDED CITY COMMISSION ACTION 

May 12th meeting of the Board of City Commissioners – consider the annexation as 
outlined in Ordinance 6419 and the zoning change as outlined in Ordinance 6420, and 
call for a public hearing on these items for the May 26th meeting of the Board of City 
Commissioners. 
 
May 26th meeting of the Board of City Commissioners – hold a public hearing on the 
annexation as outlined in Ordinance 6419 and the zoning change as outlined in 
Ordinance 6420; consider the request for approval of the major subdivision final plat for 
Heritage Park Second Addition and the development agreement provided by the City 
Engineer; and take final action on the four related requests. 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

Ben Ehreth, AICP | Community Development Director, 355-1842 or 

behreth@bismarcknd.gov   

Kim L. Lee, AICP | Planning Manager, 355-1846 or klee@bismarcknd.gov 

Daniel Nairn, AICP | Planner, 355-1854 or dnairn@bismarcknd.gov  

 

mailto:behreth@bismarcknd.gov
mailto:klee@bismarcknd.gov
mailto:dnairn@bismarcknd.gov


ORDINANCE NO. 6419 

 

    

 First Reading   

 Second Reading   

 Final Passage and Adoption   

    

 

 

AN ORDINANCE ANNEXING PROPERTY TO THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE 

CITY OF BISMARCK, BURLEIGH COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, DECLARING 

THE TERRITORY ANNEXED; DECLARING THE SAME TO BE A PART OF THE 

CORPORATE LIMITS OF SAID CITY. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF CITY COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

BISMARCK, BURLEIGH COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA. 

 

Section 1.  Territory Annexed.  The territory and land hereinafter described is hereby  

declared and found to be a part of the corporate limits of the City of Bismarck, 

Burleigh County, North Dakota, as follows: 

 

Lots 1-6, Block 1, Lots 1-12, Block 2, Lots 1-20, Block 3, Lots 1-14, Block 4, 

Lots 1-16, Block 5, Lots 1-28, Block 6, Heritage Park 2nd Addition, and all 

rights-of-way dedicated therein less that portion of Heritage Park 2nd 

Addition previously platted as Heritage Park Addition and within the rights-

of-way of Select Lane and Community Loop. 

 

The above described tract of land contains 35.49 acres, more or less. 

 

Section 2.  Provisions Applicable.  From and after the final passage and adoption of this  

 Ordinance and upon recording of this ordinance with the Burleigh County   

 Recorder, the territory herein described shall be a part of the corporate  

                  limits of the City of Bismarck, Burleigh County, North Dakota. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 6420 

    

 First Reading   

 Second Reading   

 Final Passage and Adoption   

 Publication Date   

    

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND RE-ENACT SECTION 14-03-02 OF THE 1986 

CODE OF ORDINANCES, OF THE CITY OF BISMARCK, BURLEIGH COUNTY, 

NORTH DAKOTA, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE BOUNDARIES OF ZONING 

DISTRICTS. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF CITY COMMISSIONERS OF BISMARCK, 

NORTH DAKOTA: 

Section 1. Amendment.  Section 14-03-02 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 

Bismarck, Burleigh County, North Dakota is hereby amended to read as 

follows: 

The following described property shall be excluded from the A – 

Agricultural zoning district and included in the R5 – Residential zoning 

district: 

Lots 1-6, Block 1, Lots 1-12, Block 2, and Lots 11-20, Block 6, Heritage 

Park Second Addition. 

Section 2. Amendment.  Section 14-03-02 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 

Bismarck, Burleigh County, North Dakota is hereby amended to read as 

follows: 

The following described property shall be excluded from the A – 

Agricultural zoning district and included in the R10 – Residential zoning 

district: 

Lots 1-20, Block 3, 1-14, Block 4, and Lots 1-16, Block 5, and Lots 1-10, 

Block 6, Heritage Park Second Addition. 

Section 3. Amendment.  Section 14-03-02 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 

Bismarck, Burleigh County, North Dakota is hereby amended to read as 

follows: 
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The following described property shall be excluded from the A – 

Agricultural zoning district and included in the RM10 – Residential zoning 

district: 

Lots 21-28, Block 6, Heritage Park Second Addition. 

Section 4. Repeal.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance 

are hereby repealed. 

Section 5. Taking Effect.  This ordinance shall take effect upon final passage, adoption 

and publication. 
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Application for: Annexation TRAKiT Project ID: ANNX2019-003   

  Zoning Change ZC2019-010 

 Major Subdivision Final Plat FPLT2020-005 

Project Summary 

Title: Heritage Park Second Addition  

Status: Planning & Zoning Commission – Public Hearing 

Owner(s): Benchmark Developments, LLC 

Project Contact: Landon Niemiller, Swenson, Hagen & Co. 

Location: In northwest Bismarck, north of 57th Avenue NW and east of 
15th Street NW (part of the SW¼ of Section 8, T139N-
R80W/Hay Creek Township) 

Project Size: 35.77 Acres 

Request: Plat, zone, and annex property for 104 residential lots as an 
extension of the existing Heritage Park Addition 

Site Information 

Existing Conditions  Proposed Conditions 

Number of Lots: Unplatted Tract  Number of Lots: 96 lots in 6 blocks 

Land Use: Undeveloped  Land Use: Single-family, two-family, and multi-
family residential 

Designated GMP 
Future Land Use: 

Low Density Residential  Designated GMP 
Future Land Use: 

Low Density Residential 

Zoning: A – Agricultural  Zoning: R5 – Residential 
R10 – Residential 
RM10 – Residential 

Uses Allowed: A – Agriculture  Uses Allowed: R5 – Single-family residential 
R10 – Single and two-family 
residential 
RM10 – Multi-family residential 

Max Density 
Allowed: 

A – 1 unit / 40 acres  Max Density 
Allowed: 

R5  – 5 units / acre 
R10 – 10 units / acre 
RM10  – 10 units / acre 

STAFF REPORT 
City of Bismarck 
Community Development Department 

Planning Division 

April 22, 2020 
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Property History 

Zoned: N/A  Platted: N/A  Annexed: N/A 

Staff Analysis

Benchmark Developments, LLC is requesting approval of 

a major subdivision final plat, a zoning changes and 

annexation in northwest Bismarck. Heritage Park 

Second Addition would be an extension of the existing 

Heritage Park / Heritage Ridge master plan and is 

being requested in conjunction with Heritage Ridge 

Second Addition directly to the west. The applicant also 

proposes to annex the entire plat of Heritage Park 

Second Addition. 

The proposed plat would include 95 residential lots 

with a mixture of housing types, ranging from four-plex 

multifamily homes on the east side to single-family 

homes on the west side. 

The Planning and Zoning Commission considered this 

request at their meeting of December 18, 2019 and 

called for a public hearing on this zoning change and 

tentatively approved this preliminary plat. 

The public has been duly notified of this request. A 

notice was published in the Bismarck Tribune on April 

10, 2020 and April 17, 2020, and 96 letters were 

mailed to the owners of nearby properties on April 9, 

2020. 

Adjacent uses include developing residential uses of a 

similar character to the south, rural residential uses to 

the east and north, and undeveloped land to the west. 

The land to the west is proposed for single-family 

residential uses. 

Concurrence with Plans 

The Future Land Use Plan in the 2014 Growth 

Management Plan, as amended, identifies this entire 

area as Low Density Residential (LDR). Under the 

development block concept outlined in the plan, the 

uses and densities are considered for the entire block 

as a whole. As proposed, the plat would allow 

approximately three dwelling units per acre, and the 

entire Heritage Ridge/Heritage Park master plan 

would also be a similar density. This is within the intent 

of the LDR designation. No non-residential uses are 

proposed for this subdivision. 

The Fringe Area Road Master Plan (FARMP) calls for an 

extension of Sonora Way through this proposed plat to 

the north as a collector roadway. The plat would 

dedicate sufficient right-of-way to satisfy the plan for 

Sonora Way. 

The FARMP also shows the northern boundary of this 

plat, 64th Avenue NW, as a future collector roadway, 

which would eventually connect all the way from 15th 

Street NW to North Washington Street, and terminate 

further to the east at North 19th Street. The proposed 

plat would dedicate sufficient right-of-way to construct 

the portion of this roadway through the plat. 

Public and Private Roadways 

The right-of-way for two collector roadways would be 

dedicated on this plat: 64th Avenue NW on the northern 

boundary, and Sonora Way creating a north-south 

connection. 

A development agreement between the City and the 

applicant will be prepared and presented to the City 

Commission regarding responsibilities for construction of 

64th Avenue NW. As of the time this writing, this draft 

agreement stipulates that the developer will grade this 

right-of-way but will not be responsible for constructing 

this roadway. 

Right-of-way for Sonora Way would maintain 80 feet 

in width, consistent with collector roadway standards. 

With development of this plat, Sonora Way will be 

constructed to connect to both segments of this roadway 

to the north in Crested Butte Addition and to the south in 

Heritage Park Addition. 

Community Loop would utilize 60 feet of right-of-way 

and 32-foot pavement width, with a transition from the 

37-feet wide segment of this road in Heritage Park 

Addition. Collective Lane and Cornerstone Lane provide 
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access to a small number of homes and would utilize the 

narrowest standard of 54-feet rights-of-way and 26 

feet paved area, with parking limited to one side. 

Two private roads would be developed on the east 

side of the development. These roads must meet fire 

apparatus access roadway standards at a minimum 

and would be owned and maintained by the 

homeowners’ association for the development. 

The private road in the southeast corner of the plat is 

proposed to be named Colony Place. The extension of 

this roadway to the south within Heritage Park Addition 

is named Colony Loop; however, the road will no 

longer be looping as previously anticipated which 

necessitates the name change. The street name for 

Colony Loop to the south will need to be formally 

changed by the City Commission in conjunction with 

action on this plat. 

Other Issues 

A Park Development Agreement was initially 

established for Heritage Park Addition including the 

entire master planned area. A park has been installed 

on the east side of Sonora Way at the southern 

entrance of the development. Therefore, the 

requirements of the Neighborhood Parks and Open 

Space policy have already been met for this 

subdivision. 

Lot 10, Block 6 would be dedicated to local stormwater 

detention. The lot would remain privately-owned and is 

zoned in the same manner as the surrounding lots. It 

would be owned and maintained by the homeowners’ 

association for this development. 

Utility Capital Charges 

The creation of any new lots in the City of Bismarck is 

subject to utility capital charges for municipal utilities. 

The Public Works Department – Utility Operation 

Division has determined that utility capital charges will 

be due prior to establishment of the street improvement 

district for this subdivision. 

Required Findings of Fact  (relating to land use) 

Annexation 

1. The City of Bismarck and/or other agencies 

would be able to provide necessary public 

services, facilities and programs to serve any 

development allowed by the annexation at the 

time the property is developed; 

2. The proposed annexation is a logical and 

contiguous extension of the current corporate 

limits of the City of Bismarck; 

3. The proposed annexation is consistent with the 

general intent and purpose of the zoning 

ordinance;  

4. The proposed annexation is consistent with the 

master plan, other adopted plans, policies and 

accepted planning practice; and 

5. The proposed annexation would not adversely 

affect the public health, safety and general 

welfare. 

Zoning Change 

1. The proposed zoning change generally 

conforms to the Future Land Use Plan in the 

2014 Growth Management Plan, as amended; 

2. The proposed zoning change is compatible with 

adjacent land uses and zoning; 

3. The City of Bismarck and/or other agencies 

would be able to provide necessary public 

services, facilities and programs to serve any 

development allowed by the new zoning 

classification at the time the property is 

developed; 

4. The proposed zoning change is justified by a 

change in conditions since the previous zoning 

classification was established or by an error in 

the zoning map; 

5. The zoning change is in the public interest and 

is not solely for the benefit of a single property 

owner; 

6. The proposed zoning change is consistent with 

the general intent and purpose of the zoning 

ordinance; 
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7. The proposed zoning change is consistent with 

the master plan, other adopted plans, policies 

and accepted planning practice; and 

8. The proposed zoning change would not 

adversely affect the public health, safety, and 

general welfare. 

Final Plat 

1. All technical requirements for approval of a 

final plat have been met; 

2. The final plat generally conforms to the 

preliminary plat for the proposed subdivision 

that was tentatively approved by the Planning 

and Zoning Commission; 

3. The proposed subdivision generally conforms to 

the 2014 Fringe Area Road Master Plan, as 

amended; 

4. The City Engineer has conditionally approved 

the Post-Construction Stormwater Management 

Permit (PCSMP); 

5. The requirements of the neighborhood parks 

and open space policy have been met by a 

previous Park Development Agreement. 

6. The proposed subdivision plat includes sufficient 

easements and rights-of-way to provide for 

orderly development and provision of 

municipal services beyond the boundaries of 

the subdivision. 

7. The City of Bismarck and/or other agencies 

would be able to provide necessary public 

services, facilities and programs to serve any 

development allowed by the proposed 

subdivision at the time the property is 

developed; 

8. The proposed subdivision is not located within 

the Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA), also 

known as the 100-year floodplain, an area 

where the proposed development would 

adversely impact water quality and/or 

environmentally sensitive lands, or an area that 

is topographically unsuited for development; 

9. The proposed subdivision is consistent with the 

general intent and purpose of the zoning 

ordinance;  

10. The proposed subdivision is consistent with the 

master plan, other adopted plans, policies and 

accepted planning practice; and 

11. The proposed subdivision would not adversely 

affect the public health, safety and general 

welfare. 

Staff Recommendation 

Based on the above findings, staff recommends 

approval of the annexation, the zoning change from 

the A – Agricultural zoning district to the R5 – 

Residential, R10 – Residential, and RM10 – Residential 

zoning districts and the major subdivision final plat for 

Heritage Park Second Addition with the following 

conditions: 

1. A street name change is initiated for Colony 

Loop within Heritage Park Addition to remain 

consistent with the extension of this street 

within Heritage Park Second Addition in 

conjunction with the City Commission approval 

of the final plat. 

2. A development agreement for construction of 

64th Avenue NW is presented for approval by 

the City Commission in conjunction with final 

action on the final plat of Heritage Park 

Second Addition with the City Commission. 

Attachments 

1. Location Map 

2. Aerial Map 

3. Zoning and Plan Reference Map 

4. Proposed Zoning Map 

5. Final Plat 

6. Preliminary Plat 
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Staff report prepared by: Daniel Nairn, AICP, Planner 

701-355-1854 | dnairn@bismarcknd.gov  
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Community Development Department 
 

DATE: May 5, 2020  

FROM: Ben Ehreth, AICP, Community Development Director 

ITEM: Heritage Ridge Second Addition – Zoning Change, Major Subdivision 

Final Plat and Development Agreement 

REQUEST 

Benchmark Developments, LLC is requesting approval of a zoning change from the A – 
Agricultural zoning district to the R5 – Residential and Conditional RT – Residential 
zoning districts and a major subdivision final plat for Heritage Ridge Second Addition.  
These actions would allow the development of 53 single-family homes, future office or 
multi-family residential development, and create a small lot that would be combined with 
the adjacent lot in Heritage Ridge Addition. 
 
The property is located in northwest Bismarck, north of 57th Avenue NW and east of 
15th Street NW (part of the SW¼ of Section 8, T139N-R80W/Hay Creek Township). 

Please place this item on the May 12, 2020 and May 26, 2020 City Commission 
meeting agendas.  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The Planning and Zoning Commission held a public hearing on these items on April 22, 
2020. 
 
Two residents spoke at the public hearing. Several other residents submitted written 
comments in support of the development prior to the hearing.  The primary concerns 
raised during the hearing were the impacts on the adjacent rural residential 
development, including development fatigue experienced by the residents with 
development going on to the south, light pollution created by not having downcast 
lighting in the new development, the size of the existing park in the subdivision, 
concerns with roadway interconnectivity and how truck traffic for construction in the new 
subdivision will break up the recently paved roads in Crested Butte (that those rural 
residents paid for through assessments), and the desire for some type of vegetative 
screening buffer between the new urban residential and the existing rural residential to 
mitigate any adverse impacts on the existing rural residential. 



2 
 

At the conclusion of the public hearing, and based on the findings contained in the staff 
report, the Planning & Zoning Commission recommended approval, on a 8-2 vote, of 
the zoning change from the A – Agricultural to the R5 – Residential and Conditional RT 
– Residential zoning districts and the major subdivision final plat for Heritage Ridge 
Second Addition, with the following conditions: 1) A street name change is initiated for 
Valley Vista Lane within Heritage Ridge Addition to Heritage Ridge Road to match the 
extension of this roadway within Heritage Ridge 2nd Addition; and 2) A development 
agreement for construction of 64th Avenue NW is provided in conjunction with a public 
hearing for the final plat of Heritage Ridge Second Addition with the City Commission. 
 
The street name change has been initiated by City staff for consideration in conjunction 
with this request. 
 

RECOMMENDED CITY COMMISSION ACTION 

May 12th meeting of the Board of City Commissioners – consider the zoning change as 
outlined in Ordinance 6421 and call for a public hearing on this item for the May 26th 
meeting of the Board of City Commissioners. 
 
May 26th meeting of the Board of City Commissioners – hold a public hearing on the 
zoning change as outlined in Ordinance 6421; consider the request for approval of the 
major subdivision final plat for Heritage Ridge Second Addition and the development 
agreement provided by the City Engineer; and take final action on the three related 
requests.      

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

Ben Ehreth, AICP | Community Development Director, 355-1842 or 

behreth@bismarcknd.gov   

Kim L. Lee, AICP | Planning Manager, 355-1846 or klee@bismarcknd.gov 

Daniel Nairn, AICP | Planner, 355-1854 or dnairn@bismarcknd.gov  

mailto:behreth@bismarcknd.gov
mailto:klee@bismarcknd.gov
mailto:dnairn@bismarcknd.gov
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ORDINANCE NO. 6421 

    

 First Reading   

 Second Reading   

 Final Passage and Adoption   

 Publication Date   

    

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND RE-ENACT SECTION 14-03-02 OF THE 1986 

CODE OF ORDINANCES, OF THE CITY OF BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA, AS 

AMENDED, RELATING TO THE BOUNDARIES OF ZONING DISTRICTS. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF CITY COMMISSIONERS OF BISMARCK, 

NORTH DAKOTA: 

Section 1. Amendment.  Section 14-03-02 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 

Bismarck, North Dakota is hereby amended to read as follows: 

The following described property shall be excluded from the A – 

Agricultural zoning district and included in the R5 – Residential zoning 

district: 

Lots 1-13 and 16, Block 1, Lots 1-21, Block 2, Lot 1, Block 3, Lots 1-8, 

Block 4 and Lots 1-7, Block 5, Heritage Ridge Second Addition. 

Section 2. Amendment.  Section 14-03-02 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 

Bismarck, North Dakota is hereby amended to read as follows: 

The following described property shall be excluded from the A – 

Agricultural zoning district and included in the Conditional RT – 

Residential zoning district: 

Lots 14-15, Block 1, Heritage Ridge Second Addition. 

This Conditional RT – Residential zoning district is subject to an additional 

restriction on maximum allowable density of ten (10) families per net acre 

for multifamily residential uses. All other requirements of the RT – 

Residential zoning district apply. 
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Section 3. Repeal.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance 

are hereby repealed. 

Section 4. Taking Effect.  This ordinance shall take effect upon final passage, adoption 

and publication. 
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Application for: Zoning Change TRAKiT Project ID: ZC2019-011  

 Major Subdivision Final Plat FPLT2020-006 

Project Summary 

Title: Heritage Ridge Second Addition 

Status: Planning & Zoning Commission – Public Hearing 

Owner(s): Benchmark Developments, LLC 

Project Contact: Landon Niemiller, Swenson, Hagen & Co. 

Location: In northwest Bismarck, north of 57th Avenue NW and east of 
15th Street NW (part of the SW¼ of Section 8, T139N-
R80W/Hay Creek Township) 

Project Size: 43.75 Acres 

Request: Plat and zone property for 59 single-family residential lots 
and two office or multifamily residential lots for future 
development, as an extension of the existing Heritage Ridge 
Addition 

Site Information 

Property History 

Zoned: N/A  Platted: N/A  Annexed: N/A 

Existing Conditions  Proposed Conditions 

Number of Lots: Unplatted Tract  Number of Lots: 56 lots in 5 blocks 

Land Use: Undeveloped  Land Use: Single-family and multi-family 
residential and offices 

Designated GMP 
Future Land Use: 

Low Density Residential 
 

 Designated GMP 
Future Land Use: 

Low Density Residential 
 

Zoning: A – Agricultural 
 

 Zoning: R5 – Residential 
Conditional RT – Residential 

Uses Allowed: A – Agriculture  Uses Allowed: R5 – Single-family residential 
Conditional RT – Offices and multi-
family residential 

Max Density 
Allowed: 

A – 1 unit / 40 acres  Max Density 
Allowed: 

R5  – 5 units / acre 
Conditional RT – 10 units/acre 

STAFF REPORT 
City of Bismarck 
Community Development Department 

Planning Division 

April 22, 2020 
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Staff Analysis 

Benchmark Developments, LLC is requesting approval of 

a major subdivision final plat and zoning change from 

the A – Agricultural zoning district to the R5 – 

Residential and Conditional RT – Residential zoning 

districts in northwest Bismarck. Heritage Ridge Second 

Addition would be an extension of the existing 

Heritage Park / Heritage Ridge master plan and is 

being requested in conjunction with Heritage Park 

Second Addition directly to the east. 

Annexation of this subdivision is not proposed at this 

time. Given the proposed plat and zoning reflect an 

urban subdivision, annexation will be required prior to 

any development. 

The proposed plat would include 56 single-family 

residential lots, along with two office or multifamily lots, 

which would be accessed directly from 15th Street NE 

and 64th Avenue NW. Lots to the south along 15th 

Street NW would be unbuildable due to topography. 

The Conditional RT – Residential zoning district would 

mirror a standard RT – Residential district in every way, 

except the density of any multifamily residential 

construction would be limited to 10 units per acre. 

The Planning and Zoning Commission considered this 

request at their meeting of December 18, 2019 and 

called for a public hearing on this zoning change and 

tentatively approved this preliminary plat. 

The public has been duly notified of this request. A 

notice was published in the Bismarck Tribune on April 

10, 2020 and April 17, 2020, and 96 letters were 

mailed to the owners of nearby properties on April 9, 

2020. 

Adjacent uses include developing residential uses of a 

similar character to the south, rural residential uses to 

the north, and undeveloped land to the east and west. 

The land to the east is proposed for single-family and 

two-family residential uses. 

Concurrence with Plans 

The Future Land Use Plan in the 2014 Growth 

Management Plan, as amended, identifies this entire 

area as Low Density Residential (LDR). Under the 

development block concept outlined in the Plan, the uses 

and densities are considered for the entire block as a 

whole. As proposed, this plat would allow 

approximately 4.25 units per acre, assuming the 

Conditional RT – Residential zoning district is developed 

at the maximum allowable 10 units per acre. If the two 

Conditional RT – Residential lots are developed as 

office uses, the density would be much lower. This is 

within the range anticipated by the LDR designation. 

The Fringe Area Road Master Plan (FARMP) shows the 

northern boundary of this plat, 64th Avenue NW, as a 

future collector roadway, which would eventually 

connect all the way from 15th Street NW to North 19th 

Street. The proposed plat would dedicate sufficient 

right-of-way to construct this roadway in the future, if 

additional right-of-way is obtained to the east. 

Roadways 

A development agreement between the City and the 

applicant will be prepared and presented to the City 

Commission regarding responsibilities for construction of 

64th Avenue. As of the time of this writing, this draft 

agreement stipulates that the developer will grade this 

right-of-way but will not be responsible for constructing 

this roadway. 

The primary streets of Crested Butte Road and 

Heritage Ridge Road are proposed to utilize a right-

of-way of 60 feet. The previous phases of these streets 

were constructed with 37’ of pavement width, but the 

ordinance now requires 32’-wide roadways. During 

construction of the roadway the City Engineer has 

authority to ensure adequate transitions are made 

between streets of different widths. 

Heritage Ridge Road is a north-south roadway that 

does not extend all the way to 64th Avenue NW. When 

this roadway was first dedicated in Heritage Ridge 

Addition under the name Valley Vista Lane, it was the 

intent to connect, with a slight offset, this roadway to 

Valley Vista Lane in Crested Butte Addition to the north. 

Now that these roads will no longer connect, the name 

of the street in Heritage Ridge Addition should be 

changed by action of the City Commission to Heritage 

Ridge Road. Staff would initiate this change to coincide 

with the public hearing of the plat with the City 

Commission. 
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Other Issues 

The Park Development Agreement initially established 

for Heritage Park Addition included the entire master 

planned area. A park has been installed on the east 

side of Sonora Way at the southern entrance of the 

development. Therefore, the requirements of the 

Neighborhood Parks and Open Space policy have 

already been met for this subdivision. 

A fifteen-foot landscape buffer was proposed along 

the northern boundary of the plat, along the south side 

of 64th Avenue NW with the preliminary plat. This has 

been removed in the final plat. A landscape buffer in 

this location is not required by ordinance. 

Lot 16, Block 1does not contain any legal access, and is 

therefore, on its own, not a buildable lot. The applicant 

intends to combine this lot with the adjacent Lot 5, Block 

1, Heritage Ridge Addition. The lot combination cannot 

take effect until Heritage Ridge Second Addition is 

annexed into the City of Bismarck. 

Utility Capital Charges 

The creation of any new lots in the City of Bismarck is 

subject to utility capital charges for municipal utilities. 

The Public Works Department – Utility Operation 

Division has determined that utility capital charges will 

be due prior to annexation or establishment of the 

street improvement district for this subdivision, 

whichever is initiated last. 

Required Findings of Fact  (relating to land use) 

Zoning Change 

1. The proposed zoning change generally 

conforms to the Future Land Use Plan in the 

2014 Growth Management Plan, as amended; 

2. The proposed zoning change is compatible with 

adjacent land uses and zoning; 

3. The City of Bismarck and/or other agencies 

would be able to provide necessary public 

services, facilities and programs to serve any 

development allowed by the new zoning 

classification at the time the property is 

developed; 

4. The proposed zoning change is justified by a 

change in conditions since the previous zoning 

classification was established or by an error in 

the zoning map; 

5. The zoning change is in the public interest and 

is not solely for the benefit of a single property 

owner; 

6. The proposed zoning change is consistent with 

the general intent and purpose of the zoning 

ordinance; 

7. The proposed zoning change is consistent with 

the master plan, other adopted plans, policies 

and accepted planning practice; and 

8. The proposed zoning change would not 

adversely affect the public health, safety, and 

general welfare. 

Final Plat 

1. All technical requirements for approval of a 

final plat have been met; 

2. The final plat generally conforms to the 

preliminary plat for the proposed subdivision 

that was tentatively approved by the Planning 

and Zoning Commission; 

3. The proposed subdivision generally conforms to 

the 2014 Fringe Area Road Master Plan, as 

amended; 

4. The City Engineer has conditionally approved 

the Post-Construction Stormwater Management 

Permit (PCSMP); 

5. The requirements of the neighborhood parks 

and open space policy have been met by a 

previous Park Development Agreement. 

6. The proposed subdivision plat includes sufficient 

easements and rights-of-way to provide for 

orderly development and provision of 

municipal services beyond the boundaries of 

the subdivision. 

7. The City of Bismarck and/or other agencies 

would be able to provide necessary public 

services, facilities and programs to serve any 

development allowed by the proposed 

subdivision at the time the property is 

developed; 
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8. The proposed subdivision is not located within 

the Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA), also 

known as the 100-year floodplain, an area 

where the proposed development would 

adversely impact water quality and/or 

environmentally sensitive lands, or an area that 

is topographically unsuited for development; 

9. The proposed subdivision is consistent with the 

general intent and purpose of the zoning 

ordinance;  

10. The proposed subdivision is consistent with the 

master plan, other adopted plans, policies and 

accepted planning practice; and 

11. The proposed subdivision would not adversely 

affect the public health, safety and general 

welfare. 

Staff Recommendation 

Based on the above findings, staff recommends 

approval of the zoning change from the A – 

Agricultural zoning district to the R5 – Residential and 

Conditional RT – Residential zoning districts and the 

major subdivision final plat for Heritage Park Second 

Addition, with the following conditions: 

1. A street name change is initiated for Valley 

Vista Lane within Heritage Ridge Addition to 

Heritage Ridge Road to match the extension 

of this roadway within Heritage Ridge 2nd 

Addition. 

2. A development agreement for construction of 

64th Avenue NW is provided in conjunction 

with a public hearing for the final plat of 

Heritage Park Second Addition with the City 

Commission. 

Attachments 

1. Location Map 

2. Aerial Map 

3. Zoning and Plan Reference Map 

4. Proposed Zoning Map 

5. Final Plat 

6. Preliminary Plat 

 

 

Staff report prepared by: Daniel Nairn, AICP, Planner 

701-355-1854  |  dnairn@bismarcknd.gov  

 

mailto:dnairn@bismarcknd.gov
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Community Development Department 
 

DATE: May 5, 2020  

FROM: Ben Ehreth, AICP, Community Development Director 

ITEM: Edgewood 7th Addition 1st Replat – Zoning Change and Minor Subdivision 

Final Plat 

REQUEST 

Edgewood Properties, LLLP is requesting approval of a zoning change from the PUD – 
Planned Unit Development zoning district to the R10 – Residential, RM30 – Residential 
and RT - Residential zoning districts and a minor subdivision final plat for Edgewood 
Village 7th Addition 1st Replat.  These actions would allow the development of 25 two-
family homes (50 units) and future development of multi-family residential and office 
uses.    
 
The property is located in northeast Bismarck, west of Centennial Road and south of 
43rd Avenue NE, just north of Legacy High School (a replat of Lots 1-3, Block 3, 
Edgewood Village 7th Addition). 

Please place this item on the May 12, 2020 and May 26, 2020 City Commission 
meeting agendas.  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The Planning and Zoning Commission held a public hearing on these items on April 22, 
2020. 
 
No residents spoke at the public hearing and no written comments were received prior 
to the hearing.   
 
At the conclusion of the public hearing, and based on the findings contained in the staff 
report, the Planning & Zoning Commission unanimously recommended approval of the 
zoning change from the PUD – Planned Unit Development zoning district to the R10 – 
Residential, RM30 – Residential and RT - Residential zoning districts and a minor 
subdivision final plat for Edgewood Village 7th Addition 1st Replat. 
 
 



2 
 

RECOMMENDED CITY COMMISSION ACTION 

May 12th meeting of the Board of City Commissioners – consider the zoning change as 
outlined in Ordinance 6422 and call for a public hearing on this item for the May 26th 
meeting of the Board of City Commissioners. 
 
May 26th meeting of the Board of City Commissioners – hold a public hearing on the 
zoning change as outlined in Ordinance 6422; consider the request for approval of the 
minor subdivision final plat for Edgewood Village 7th Addition 1st Replat; and take final 
action on the two related requests.      

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

Ben Ehreth, AICP | Community Development Director, 355-1842 or 

behreth@bismarcknd.gov   

Kim L. Lee, AICP | Planning Manager, 355-1846 or klee@bismarcknd.gov 

Daniel Nairn, AICP | Planner, 355-1854 or dnairn@bismarcknd.gov  

mailto:behreth@bismarcknd.gov
mailto:klee@bismarcknd.gov
mailto:dnairn@bismarcknd.gov
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ORDINANCE NO. 6422 

    

 First Reading   

 Second Reading   

 Final Passage and Adoption   

 Publication Date   

    

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND RE-ENACT SECTION 14-03-02 OF THE 1986 

CODE OF ORDINANCES, OF THE CITY OF BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA, AS 

AMENDED, RELATING TO THE BOUNDARIES OF ZONING DISTRICTS. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF CITY COMMISSIONERS OF BISMARCK, 

NORTH DAKOTA: 

Section 1. Amendment.  Section 14-03-02 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 

Bismarck, North Dakota is hereby amended to read as follows: 

The following described property shall be excluded from the A – 

Agricultural zoning district and included in the R10 – Residential zoning 

district: 

Lots 1-50, Block 1, Edgewood Village 7th Addition 1st Replat. 

Section 2. Amendment.  Section 14-03-02 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 

Bismarck, North Dakota is hereby amended to read as follows: 

The following described property shall be excluded from the A – 

Agricultural zoning district and included in the RM30 – Residential zoning 

district: 

Lots 52, Block 1, Edgewood Village 7th Addition 1st Replat. 

Section 3. Amendment.  Section 14-03-02 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 

Bismarck, North Dakota is hereby amended to read as follows: 

The following described property shall be excluded from the A – 

Agricultural zoning district and included in the RT – Residential zoning 

district: 

Lots 51, Block 1, Edgewood Village 7th Addition 1st Replat. 
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Section 4. Repeal.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance 

are hereby repealed. 

Section 5. Taking Effect.  This ordinance shall take effect upon final passage, adoption 

and publication. 



 (continued) 

  
 

Application for: Zoning Change TRAKiT Project ID:  ZC2019-014 

 Minor Subdivision Final Plan MPLT2020-003 

Project Summary 

Title: Edgewood Village 7th Addition 1st Replat 

Status: Planning & Zoning Commission – Public Hearing 
 

Owner(s): Edgewood Properties, LLLP 

Project Contact: Landon Niemiller, Swenson, Hagen & Co. 

Location: In northeast Bismarck, west of Centennial Road and south of 
43rd Avenue NE, just north of Legacy High School (a replat of 
Lots 1-3, Block 3, Edgewood Village 7th Addition) 

Project Size: 40.95 Acres 

Request: Replat and rezone to facilitate two-family and multifamily 
development of south half and future development of north 
half 

Site Information 

Existing Conditions  Proposed Conditions 

Number of Lots: 3 Lots in 1 Block  Number of Lots: 52 Lots in 1 Block 

Land Use: Undeveloped  Land Use: Two-Family Residential 
Multifamily Residential 
Office and Commercial Uses 

Designated GMP 
Future Land Use: 

Already zoned. Not in Future Land 
Use Plan 

 Designated GMP 
Future Land Use: 

Already zoned. Not in Future Land 
Use Plan 

Zoning: PUD – Planned Unit Development  Zoning: R10 – Residential 
RM30 – Residential 
RT – Residential 

Uses Allowed: Multifamily Residential  Uses Allowed: R10 – Single and two-family 
residential 
RM30 – Multi-family residential 
RT – Offices and multi-family 
residential 

Max Density 
Allowed: 

23.2 units/acre  Max Density 
Allowed: 

R10 – 10 units / acre  
RM30  – 30 units / acre 
RT – 30 units / acre   

STAFF REPORT 
City of Bismarck 
Community Development Department 

Planning Division 

April 22, 2020 
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Property History 

Zoned: PUD – 09/2014 
RM30/P – 03/2013 

 Platted: 04/2013  Annexed: 03/2013 

 

Staff Analysis

Edgewood Properties, LLLP is requesting approval of a 

zoning change from the PUD – Planned Unit 

Development zoning district to the RT – Residential, 

RM30 – Residential and R10 – Residential zoning 

districts and a minor subdivision final plat for 

Edgewood Village 7th Addition 1st Replat. 

The Planning and Zoning Commission considered the 

zoning request at their meeting of January 22, 2020 

and called for a public hearing on the zoning change. 

Previously, the applicant had requested a change to 

the Conditional CG – Commercial and Conditional CA – 

Commercial zoning district, but this has been revised to 

the less-intensive RT – Residential zoning district. 

Adjacent uses include rural residential uses to the north 

across 43rd Avenue NE, undeveloped commercially-

zoned land to the east across Minnesota Drive, Legacy 

High School to the south across Knudsen Avenue, and a 

mix of multifamily and single-family residential to the 

west across Nebraska Drive. 

When the plat for Edgewood Village 7th Addition was 

recorded in 2013, the area was zoned RM30 – 

Residential with an unbuildable lot zoned P – Public 

through the middle. The zoning was changed to the 

current PUD the following year. The PUD is tied to a 

specific site development plan with 14 apartment 

buildings and a total of 950 residential units. The 

greenway through the center was retained, including a 

multiuse trail constructed and maintained by the 

Bismarck Parks and Recreation District. This lot is also 

encumbered with a stormwater easement. 

The owner of the property does not intend to complete 

the development as outlined in the PUD. Because PUDs 

are self-contained zoning districts, a change of any 

part requires a change of the entire district. 

In the short term, the property owner has stated the 

intention of developing 50 two-family residential 

dwellings on Lots 1-50, Block 1, followed by multifamily 

residential uses on Lot 52, Block 1 in the south-east 

portion of the subdivision. 

In the future, the property owner intends to the develop 

the northern portion of the site adjacent to 43rd Avenue 

NE. The applicant has requested an RT – Residential 

zoning district, which would allow office uses as well as 

multifamily residential uses up to 30 units per acre. 

Staff supports this zoning, because of the frontage on a 

major arterial roadway and the zoning allows a 

transition between the commercial district to the east 

and multifamily residential to the west. Staff does not 

support anything more intensive at this time, because of 

the rural residential uses to the north. 

The applicant is proposing to service the two-family 

dwellings with a private roadway. Private roadways 

are discouraged, but still permitted, in the zoning 

ordinance. The reason for the use of a private roadway 

is to limit the limit the amount of space necessary for the 

right-of-way and allow more buildable room for lots. 

The plat contains area within the Special Flood Hazard 

Area, otherwise known as the 100-year floodplain. 

However, the entire floodplain is contained with a 

stormwater and drainage easement, where building will 

not be permitted. A trail easement would be granted 

over the existing multiuse trail owned and maintained 

by the Bismarck Parks and Recreation District. 

Utility Capital Charges  

The creation of any new lots in the City of Bismarck is 

subject to utility capital charges for municipal utilities. 

The Public Works Department – Utility Operation 

Division has determined that utility capital charges will 

be due prior to the recordation of the proposed plat. 
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Required Findings of Fact  (relating to land use) 

Zoning Change 

1. The proposed zoning change is in a developed 

area of the community and is outside of the 

Future Land Use Plan in the 2014 Growth 

Management Plan, as amended; 

2. The proposed zoning change is not compatible 

with adjacent land uses and zoning, as 

proposed; 

3. The City of Bismarck and/or other agencies 

would be able to provide necessary public 

services, facilities and programs to serve any 

development allowed by the new zoning 

classification at the time the property is 

developed; 

4. The proposed zoning change is justified by a 

change in conditions since the previous zoning 

classification was established or by an error in 

the zoning map; 

5. The zoning change is in the public interest and 

is not solely for the benefit of a single property 

owner; 

6. The proposed zoning change is consistent with 

the general intent and purpose of the zoning 

ordinance; 

7. The proposed zoning change is consistent with 

the master plan, other adopted plans, policies 

and accepted planning practice; and 

8. The proposed zoning change would not 

adversely affect the public health, safety, and 

general welfare. 

Minor Subdivision Final Plat 

1. All technical requirements for approval of a 

minor subdivision final plat have been met; 

2. The City Engineer has conditionally approved 

the Post-Construction Stormwater Management 

Permit (PCSMP)  

3. The proposed subdivision is consistent with the 

general intent and purpose of the zoning 

ordinance;  

4. The proposed subdivision is consistent with the 

master plan, other adopted plans, policies and 

accepted planning practice; and 

5. The proposed subdivision would not adversely 

affect the public health, safety and general 

welfare. 

Staff Recommendation 

Based on the above findings, staff recommends 

approval of the zoning change from the PUD – 

Planned Unit Development zoning district to the RT - 

Residential, RM30 – Residential and R10 – Residential 

zoning districts and the minor subdivision final plat for 

Edgewood Village 7th Addition 1st Replat. 

Attachments 

1. Location Map 

2. Aerial Map  

3. Zoning and Plan Reference Map 

4. Proposed Zoning Map 

5. Minor Subdivision Final Plat 

6. Original Plat with Replatted Area Highlighted 

 

 

Staff report prepared 
by: 

Daniel Nairn, AICP, Planner 

701-355-1854  |  dnairn@bismarcknd.gov  

 

mailto:dnairn@bismarcknd.gov
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Community Development Department 
 

DATE: May 5, 2020  

FROM: Ben Ehreth, AICP, Community Development Director 

ITEM: Signs – Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment 

REQUEST 

The Community Development Department is initiating a zoning ordinance text 
amendment to add a new chapter to Title 14 (Zoning) pertaining to the regulation of 
signs.  The proposed amendment also consolidates provisions from both Chapter 4-04 
(Signs and Outdoor Display Structures) and various sections of Title 14 (Zoning) into 
the new Chapter 14-03.1 (Signs).   

Please place this item on the May 12, 2020 and May 26, 2020 City Commission 
meeting agendas. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The Planning and Zoning Commission held the initial public hearing on this item on 
September 25, 2019, and continued public hearings on November 20, 2019, February 
26, 2020 and April 22, 2020. 
 
Numerous comments were received at the initial public hearing and the continued public 
hearings on this item.  Most of the comments received focused on portable signs and 
site signs on properties for sale or rent, including size and time limitations. Other topics 
raised by members of the public included use of electronic message center signs in 
residential areas, enforcement of sign ordinance standards, brightness of signs near 
residential areas, height of on-premise advertising signs, sponsorship content on signs, 
locations for off-premise advertising signs, use of electronic message centers 
downtown, use of color-changing LEDs in on-premise advertising signs, setbacks for 
on-premise advertising signs, and other topics. 
 
At the conclusion of the continued public hearing on April 22, 2020, and based on the 
findings contained in the staff report, the Planning & Zoning Commission unanimously 
recommended approval of the zoning ordinance text amendment relating to signs. 
 
The draft ordinance furthers the goals and objectives of the City’s Comprehensive Plan, 
as comprised of various adopted plans, and meets the following purposes: 
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1. Assemble provisions related to signs into one chapter for simplicity;  
2. Add basic standards and process requirements; 
3. Align Bismarck’s sign ordinance with current best practices in peer communities and 
industry standards; and 
4. Comply with federal case law and constitutional free speech requirements. 
 
Staff began working with stakeholders in the sign industry, business community and 
City staff from various departments in November 2018.  Since that time, four meetings 
were held with the full stakeholder group; multiple meetings were held with individual 
stakeholders and subgroups of the full stakeholder group; the concepts being discussed 
and an initial draft was presented to the Planning and Zoning Commission at an 
informational meeting in July 2019; the ordinance was introduced at the August 2019 
meeting of the Planning and Zoning Commission; information was presented to the City 
Commission for feedback in September 2019; and public hearing were held at the 
September 2019, November 2019, February 2020 and April 2020 meetings of the 
Planning and Zoning Commission.  Throughout the process, staff responded to 
questions and concerns raised by both individual stakeholders and subgroups of the 
stakeholder group and provided the full stakeholder group with updates and draft 
ordinances and revisions. 
   

RECOMMENDED CITY COMMISSION ACTION 

May 12th meeting of the Board of City Commissioners – consider the zoning ordinance 
text amendment as outlined in Ordinance 6423 and call for a public hearing on this item 
for the May 26th meeting of the Board of City Commissioners. 
 
May 26th meeting of the Board of City Commissioners – hold a public hearing on the 
zoning ordinance text amendment as outlined in Ordinance 6423 and take final action 
on the proposed amendment.   
 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

Ben Ehreth, AICP | Community Development Director, 355-1842 or 

behreth@bismarcknd.gov   

Kim L. Lee, AICP | Planning Manager, 355-1846 or klee@bismarcknd.gov 

Daniel Nairn, AICP | Planner, 355-1854 or dnairn@bismarcknd.gov  

mailto:behreth@bismarcknd.gov
mailto:klee@bismarcknd.gov
mailto:dnairn@bismarcknd.gov
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Application for: Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment TRAKiT Project ID:  ZOTA2019-004 

Project Summary 

Title: Amendments to Sign Ordinance 

Status: Planning & Zoning Commission – Public Hearing (continued) 

Project Contact: Daniel Nairn, AICP, Planner 

Sections Amended: Chapter 4-04 – Signs and Outdoor Display Structures and various sections of Title 14 

Request: Adopt a new chapter of the zoning ordinance pertaining to the regulation of signs 

 

Staff Analysis

Community Development Department – Planning 

Division staff is initiating a zoning ordinance text 

amendment to add a new chapter to Title 14 (Zoning) 

of the City Code of Ordinances pertaining to the 

regulation of signs. 

The Planning and Zoning Commission held a public 

hearing on September 25, 2019, and, upon hearing 

testimony from the public and a report from staff, 

continued the public hearing until November 20, 2019. 

At that meeting, the continued public hearing was 

continued again until February 26, 2020, and at that 

meeting the public hearing was continued again until 

April 22, 2020. 

The draft ordinance is presented with changes shown in 

strike-out and underline format between the current 

draft and the draft presented during the February 26, 

2020 public hearing. Additionally, a change matrix is 

provided to identify major changes between this draft 

and the ordinances currently in place. 

The purpose of the zoning ordinance text amendment is 

to: 

1. Assemble provisions related to signs into one 

chapter for simplicity;  

2. Add basic standards and process requirements; 

3. Align Bismarck’s sign ordinance with current best 

practices in peer communities and industry 

standards; and 

4. Comply with federal case law and constitutional 

free speech requirements. 

Why Regulate Signs? 

Regulation of signs, in general, has been commonplace 

throughout the United States for many years, and 

understanding the basic reasons for government 

involvement should inform the content of any regulation. 

Most signs are placed on private property, but have 

obvious visual impacts on the public right-of-way and 

adjoining properties. 

Two primary reasons are as follows: 

 Protect public safety by preventing or mitigating 

traffic hazards through obstruction of view, 

distraction of roadway users, and all other 

negative effects on public travel. 

 Reduce the visual impact along public rights-of-

way to improve the legibility of existing signs, 

including traffic control devices, and enhance the 

overall aesthetics of the community. 

Additional purpose statements are included at the 

beginning of the ordinance, including facilitation of 

STAFF REPORT 
City of Bismarck 
Community Development Department 

Planning Division 

April 22, 2020 
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 (continued) 

wayfinding, promotion of creative expression, and 

protection of property values. 

Conformance with Comprehensive Plan 

All updates to the zoning ordinance are required to be 

made in conformance to an adopted comprehensive 

plan. In Bismarck, several plans of various types are 

considered in the aggregate to be the comprehensive 

plan. Staff takes direction from these plans in drafting 

of all ordinances. 

The draft sign ordinance furthers the following plan 

objectives: 

Growth Management Plan (2014): 

 Goal #2 Land Use and Image, Objective: 

“Encourage and support development that 

enhances the City's image and identity.” 

 Goal #3 Transportation, Objective: “Create a 

positive image along high volume corridors that 

serve as gateways into the City.” 

Downtown Design Guidelines (2015) 

 “Create a walkable, human-scaled 

environment.” 

 “Encourage property improvements, new 

development projects and the continued efforts 

to have a vibrant, lively, and attractive 

destination as the heart of the community.” 

Envision 2040: Bismarck Mandan LRTP (2015) 

 “Reduce the incidence of all multi-modal 

crashes, with an emphasis on serious injury and 

fatal crashes and crash locations.” 

It should also be noted that this ordinance represents 

completion of an  objective established in the original 

1980 Comprehensive Policy Plan: 

Objective 5.01 Commercial/Policy B1 

“Consider applying a modified version of the sign 

control ordinance on a city-wide basis” 

During the 1970s, the first sign ordinance was applied 

to the downtown area of Bismarck. Although ordinance 

revisions have been made related to specific types of 

signs in the intervening years, the City has yet to adopt 

a comprehensive sign code. 

Changes Made to Draft Document 

Changes to certain portions of the draft sign code were 

made at the request of Planning and Zoning 

Commissioners and further discussion with stakeholders. 

The changes are summarized here, and the full text is 

available in the attached draft. 

 The maximum size of site signs on properties 

for sale or rent is increased to 60 square feet 

to match the size of signs currently in use by a 

portable sign stakeholder. 

 Portable signs may remain in a location for 

300 days per calendar year. The time limit on 

temporary banners was also increased to 

match. 

 Portable sign companies will not have to submit 

reports monthly. Instead they will have to keep 

records of all signs placed within the last year 

that the Zoning Administrator may request at 

any time. 

 The language of fees is changed to reflect that 

permits may require a fee. All fees are 

established by the City Commission and are not 

written in to the ordinance. 

 The requirement for off-premise sponsorship 

content not include more than 20% of the sign 

face is removed. This is only allowed for signs 

used by public or non-profit entities. 

As noted in the previous staff report, a long timeframe 

for portable signs will be challenging for staff to 

enforce. Current best practice from industry groups and 

peer communities is to set the duration for no greater 

than 30-60 days. Mandan allows portable signs to 

remain for 240 day periods, and both City staff and 

portable sign companies attest to the difficulty in 

enforcing Mandan’s portable sign regulations. 
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 (continued) 

Sign Code Update Process 

Staff has utilized stakeholder input, examples from 

peer communities, and best practices promulgated by 

the sign industry and professional planning 

organizations as resources to draft this ordinance, 

including the United States Sign Council Foundation, the 

Sign Research Foundation, and the American Planning 

Association. 

Staff began working with stakeholders in the sign 

industry, business community, and City staff from 

various departments in November of 2018. The 

following meetings have been held to date: 

Schedule of Stakeholder Involvement 

November 2018 Sign Ordinance Stakeholder 
Meeting 

December 2018- 
January 2019 

Meetings with individual 
stakeholders, including with 
individual on-premise and 
portable sign companies and 
with the principals of Bismarck 
Public Schools 

February 2019 Sign Ordinance Stakeholder 
meeting 

April 2019 First draft sign code released to 
stakeholder group  

May 2019 Sign Ordinance Stakeholder 
meeting 

June 2019 Meeting with portable sign 
companies 

July 2019 Informational meeting with 
Planning and Zoning 
Commission 

August 2019 Presented for consideration with 
the Planning and Zoning 
Commission.  

September 2019 Initial public hearing on sign 
ordinance. Presentation to City 
Commission for feedback. 

October 2019 Individual meetings with the 
Realtors association and 
Homebuilders Association. 

November 2019 Sign Ordinance Stakeholder 
meeting. 

January 2020 Meeting with on-premise sign 
companies. 

February 2020 Meeting with portable sign 
companies, as well as a full sign 
ordinance stakeholder meeting 
and continued public hearing 
with the Planning and Zoning 
Commission. 

 

Upon recommendation, a complete draft ordinance will 

be prepared for the City Commission showing the text 

of the new chapter and all sections of the existing 

ordinance to be removed. The repealed sections, in 

part or in full, are the following: 

 Chapter 4-04 – Signs and Outdoor Display 

Structures. (entire chapter to be repealed) 

 Chapter 14-02 – Definitions. Certain words 

relating to signs. 

 Chapter 14-03-05(9) – Supplementary 

Provisions/Residential Area Identification Signs. 

 Chapter 14-03-05(10) – Supplementary 

Provisions/Industrial Area Identification Signs. 

 Subsection 14-03-06(1)d3 

 Section 14-03-08(3)b – (Special Uses/Off 

Premise Advertising Sign) 

 Subsection 14-03-08(3)m6 

 Subsection 14-04-12(2)m (the second m); 

Subsection 14-04-14(2)u; Subsection 14-04-

15(2)q; 

 Subsection 14-04-21.1(7); Subsection 14-04-

21.2(7). 

Because administration of the new sign ordinance will 

require a few procedural changes from City staff, it is 

recommended that the ordinance become effective 60 

days after adoption by the City Commission. 



Agenda Item # 15  Community Development Department Staff Report  April 22, 2020 

 

  

Required Findings of Fact (relating to land use) 

1. The proposed text amendment would not 

adversely affect the public health, safety or 

general welfare; 

2. The proposed text amendment is justified by a 

change in conditions since the zoning ordinance 

was originally adopted or clarifies a provision 

that is confusing, in error or otherwise 

inconsistent with the general intent and purpose 

of the zoning ordinance; 

3. The proposed text amendment is consistent with 

the general intent and purpose of the zoning 

ordinance; and 

4. The proposed text amendment is consistent with 

the master plan, other adopted plans, policies 

and accepted planning practice. 

Staff Recommendation 

Based on the above findings, staff recommends 

approval of the zoning ordinance text amendment 

creating Chapter 14-10 – Signs and amending or 

repealing various other sections in Title 4 and Title 14, 

as presented in the draft ordinance attached to the 

staff report, with an effective date of 60 days after 

approval by the City Commission. 

Attachments 

1. Change matrix 

2. Draft zoning ordinance text amendment, with 

revisions from February draft shown 

 

 

 

Staff report prepared by: Daniel Nairn, AICP, Planner 

701-355-1854  |  dnairn@bismarcknd.gov  

 

mailto:dnairn@bismarcknd.gov
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SIGN CODE CHANGE MATRIX 
 

The proposed sign code is a major amendment, including the consolidation of existing provisions from 

various tiles of the code of ordinances into a new chapter within Title 14. Therefore, it is not feasible to 

present this amendment in traditional underline and strike-out format. The following table highlights 

substantive changes made to the content of the ordinance. This does not include minor changes to clarify or 

reorganize provisions: 

 

Change Made Description Reference 

Added purpose 
statement 

Added new purpose statement for entire sign ordinance. 14-03.1-01 

Removed terms from 
definitions 

Removed the following terms: canopy, closed sign, facing or 
surface, flashing, frame effect, marquee (included within 
canopy), NIT, political campaign sign (included within yard 
sign), real estate sign (included within yard sign), exception, 
sight triangle (referenced in separate chapter), spite sign, 
transition time. 

14-03.1-02(1) 

Defined zoning districts 
in categories 

Zoning districts are defined into agricultural, residential, 
commercial, industrial, and downtown zoning districts. Sign 
provisions are applied separately to each zoning district 
category. 

14-03.1-02(1) 

Definition of EMC Previously, signs showing only time and temperature or fuel 
prices were excluded from the definition of EMC. These 
exclusions have been removed (not content neutral). 

14-03.1-02(1) 

Definition of Monument 
Signs 

Signs on boulders or other inorganic natural features are 
classified as monument signs. 

14-03.1-02(1) 

Category for P – Public 
zoning districts 

Signs in P – Public zoning districts adjacent to or across from 
residential districts follow residential standards; all others 
follow commercial standards. 

14-03.1-02(1) 

New defined terms The following terms were added to definitions: changeable 
copy sign, permanent sign, primary street frontage, 
secondary street frontage, sign, site sign, temporary 
banner, yard sign. 

14-03.1-02(1) 

New Section for 
measurements 

Methods for measuring area, distance, height, setback, and 
illumination are provided. 

14-03.1-02(2) 

New section for permit-
exempt signs 

Certain signs may be installed without obtaining a permit. 
These are each defined with requirements that apply to 
certain signs by type. These include architectural features, 
air-blown signs, beacons, carried signs, construction fence 
signs, EMC demos, feather flag signs, flags, graves, 
identification plaques, inward-oriented signs, public art, 
public utilitarian signs, sidewalk sign, small-scale 
freestanding signs, temporary banners, temporary lighting 
displays, vending machine signs, window signs, and yard 
signs. 

14-03.1-03(2) 

Creation of Site Signs Site signs are created as temporary signs on sites that are 
either for sale or rent or under development. Certain 
conditions apply, but site signs are exempt from permits. 

14-03.1-03(2) 
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Change Made Description Reference 

New section for permit-
exempt activities 

Activities that do not require a sign permit are defined. This 
section is almost entirely new. Changing faces of certain 
signs requires permit and others do not. 

14-03.1-03(3) 

Expanded section for 
prohibited signs 

Signs newly prohibited in all zoning districts include roof 
signs and vehicles signs (inoperable). 

14-03.1-03(4) 

Removal of certain 
prohibitions 

Signs removed from prohibited list include spite signs, use of 
fluorescent “day-glo” paints, signs on stairwells, signs 
painted on walls.  

14-03.1-03(4) 

Section on new sign 
types 

Zoning Administrator is authorized to classify new sign types 
into the closest defined sign type. 

14-03.1-03(6) 

Section on permitting 
procedures 

This is a new section that is based generally on current 
practice, unless noted below. 

14-03.1-04 

Multiple signs together Multiple signs may be included on one permit application. 14-03.1-04(3) 

Street visualizations 
required 

Renderings are required for all EMCs and billboards using 
photographs taken from the street at set distances, to assist 
with review of public safety impact. 

14-03.1-
04(3)d 

Portable sign reporting Portable signs do not require individual permits, but 
licensed sign installers must keep a record showing location 
and duration of all signs, including photographs, that may 
be requested by the zoning administrator. Identification of 
owner is required. 

14-03.1-04(4) 

Expanded maintenance 
requirements 

Upkeep and maintenance of existing signs is addressed with 
more detail. 

14-03.1-05(3) 

Illumination Illumination section added to protect against excessive 
brightness and light trespass. 

14-03.1-05(4) 

Fading colors Transition between colors allowed in a fading, but not 
flashing, manner. 

14-03.1-05(4) 

Requirements for signs in 
public ROW 

City Engineer is authorized to approve only signs above the 
right-of-way or sidewalk signs with an encroachment 
agreement. 

14-03.1-
05(5)a 

Signs in sight triangles Requirements for signs within sight triangles are clarified 
(this has not changed from current practice). 

14-03.1-
05(5)b 

Temporary signs allowed 
within easements 

Permanent signs are not allowed within easements (this has 
not changed from current practice). Temporary signs are 
exempt from requirement to not place signs within 
easements. 

14-03.1-
05(5)d 

Obscenity prohibited Obscene images or language from the point of view of a 
typical person applying current standards of the community 
is not allowed. 

14-03.1-05(6) 

Sponsorship content 
allowed as on-premise 

on-premise signs for governmental or non-profit entities are 
allowed. This accounts for sponsorships and patronage. 

14-03.1-05(9) 

Purpose statements for 
zoning districts 

New purpose standards added for all zoning districts. 14-03.1-06(1) 
14-03.1-07(1) 
14-03.1-08(1) 
14-03.1-09(1) 

Prohibited in Agricultural 
district 

All non-exempt signs are prohibited in the Agricultural 
zoning district. 

14-03.1-06(2) 

Portable signs in 
Residential require 
Special Use Permit 

Portable signs are prohibited from residential zoning 
districts unless a Special Use Permit is granted (including P-
public districts adjacent to residential). 

14-03.1-
07(3)c 
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Change Made Description Reference 

Height for residential 
identification signs 

Previously residential identification signs were required to 
be from 6-12 feet depending on setback. This is changed to 
8 feet. 

14-03.1-
07(4)d 

Area for residential 
identification signs  

Previously residential identification signs were required to 
be from 32 – 60 square feet, depending on setback. This is 
changed to 60 square feet. 

14-03.1-
07(4)d 

Landscaping beneath 
residential identification 
signs  

Landscaping required, as already required for institutional 
signs in residential districts. 

14-03.1-
07(4)f 

Sign area for institutional 
signs in residential 
districts 

Previously wall signs were limited to 120SF and 
freestanding signs to 40SF. This is changed to a formula 
based on linear street frontage applies to all types of signs. 

14-03.1-
07(5)a 

Setback for institutional 
signs in residential 
districts 

Previously, monument signs above 3 feet and pole signs with 
content less than 8 feet required 25 foot setbacks. This is 
changed to pole signs are required to be setback at least 
the height of the sign, and monument signs are not required 
to be set back. 

14-03.1-
07(5)b 

Content of institutional 
signs in residential 
districts 

Previously limited to name and activities or services. 
Removed, although general on-premise sign requirements 
remain. 

14-03.1-
07(5)a 

Height of institutional 
signs in residential 
districts 

Maximum height of institutional signs in residential districts is 
increased from 15 to 20 feet. 

14-03.1-
07(5)b 

Illumination of 
institutional signs in 
residential districts 

Removed restrictions on internal illumination of signs. No 
time limit is applied. Only general illumination standards 
apply. 

14-03.1-07(5) 

EMCs in residential 
zoning districts 

Electronic message center signs were previously prohibited 
in residential zoning district, but they are now allowed with 
a special use permit. Limits are placed on number, area, 
clearance, operation, etc. 

14-03.1-
07(5)d 

EMCs on monument signs EMCs were previously prohibited on monument signs. These 
would now be allowed. 

14-03.1-
07(5)d 
14-03.1-
08(3)d 

EMC illumination 
standard 

The standard for maximum illumination of EMCs is changed 
from a NIT-based to a footcandle-based measurement. 

14-03.1-
07(5)d 
14-03.1-
08(3)d 

Number of freestanding 
signs in commercial 
districts 

Pole signs and monument signs are each limited to one sign 
per street frontage per parcel. One addition small 
freestanding sign is allowed per street frontage. 

14-03.1-
08(3)a 

Standard clearance of 
all signs 

Previously clearance requirements varied between 7 feet 
and 10 feet, depending on sign type and district. Consistent 
clearance of 8 feet is now used for all signs, including EMCs 
(except 10 feet in sight triangles). 

14-03.1-08(3) 

Height of freestanding 
signs in commercial 
districts 

Height of pole signs are limited to 50 feet in most 
commercial and industrial areas or 30 feet in neighborhood 
commercial, office, and medical areas. 

14-03.1-
08(3)a 

Interstate-oriented signs 
may be higher 

With a special use permit, a sign oriented toward an 
interstate may be up to 80 feet in height. EMCs may not be 
higher than 50 feet. 

14-03.1-
08(3)a 
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Change Made Description Reference 

Wall signs on accessory 
buildings 

Wall signs may only be affixed to a principal building, not 
an accessory building. 

14-03.1-
08(3)b 

Projecting sign 
dimensions 

Projecting signs may not extend more than 6 feet, over 
drive lanes, and must maintain 8 feet of clearance. 

14-03.1-
08(3)c 

EMC height limits Limits of heights of EMCs are eliminated. Instead, the EMC 
portion of the sign must be beneath static portion. 

14-03.1-
08(3)d 

Portable sign 
requirements 

All new requirements are added for portable signs, 
including duration, area, on-premise location, number, etc. 

14-03.1-08(5) 

EMCs and air blown 
signs downtown 

EMCs and air blown signs are prohibited in downtown 
zoning districts. 

14-03.1-09(3) 

Clarification of area 
requirements downtown 

The allowable sign area is based on linear feet of frontage 
occupied by building. This has previously been the practice, 
but is now clarified in the ordinance. 

14-03.1-09(4) 

Dimensional lettering on 
signs downtown 

Dimensional lettering was previous required for non-
illuminated wall signs and projecting signs. This would also 
be required for non-illuminated pole signs and monument 
signs. 

14-03.1-09(5) 

Illuminated signs 
downtown 

Clarify that signs are exempt from dimensional 
requirements only if illuminated from within. 

14-03.1-09(6) 
14-03.1-09(8) 

Exemptions from 
dimensional lettering 

Narrow supplementary text is also excluded from the 
requirement to be dimensional. 

14-03.1-09(5) 

Signs painted on 
buildings downtown 

This is not allowed on historic structures. 14-03.1-09(6) 

Canopy Sign Height Signs were previously permitted to hang below canopies, 
with a clearance of 7 feet above grade. This is changed to 
8 feet. 

14-03.1-09(7) 

Height of pole signs 
downtown 

This is reduced from 25 feet to 20 feet. 14-03.1-
09(10) 

Number of pole signs 
downtown 

Only one pole sign is allowed per parcel. Previously, 
parcels with multiple street frontages could install a pole 
sign for each frontage. 

14-03.1-
09(10) 

Any business allowed 
sidewalk signs 

Any business occupant may utilize a sidewalk sign. Sidewalk 
signs were previously limited to ground-floor businesses. 

14-03.1-
09(11) 

Sidewalk sign clearance Sidewalk sign placement previously required 6 feet of open 
pathway. This is reduced to 4 feet to match ADA 
requirements and to be consistent with other encroachments. 

14-03.1-
09(11) 

Sidewalk sign width Maximum sidewalk sign width is increased from 2 feet to 2 
½ feet to align with existing signs in use. 

14-03.1-
09(11) 

New section on non-
conforming signs 

Preexisting signs that do not conform to zoning may remain 
and certain actions may be performed on non-conforming 
signs. 

14-03.1-10 

Responsible party 
assigned 

References to “Building Official,” “Zoning Administrator,” 
and “City Administrator” now all refer to “Zoning 
Administrator.” 

Throughout 
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CITY OF BISMARCK 
ORDINANCE NO. 6423 

 

    
 First Reading   
 Second Reading   
 Final Passage and Adoption   
 Publication Date   
    

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTIONS 14-02-03 DEFINITIONS, 14-03-05 
SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS, 14-03-06 INCIDENTAL USES, 14-03-08 
SPECIAL USES, 14-04-12 CG COMMERCIAL DISTRICT, 14-04-14 MA 
INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT, 14-04-15 MB INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT, 14-04-21.1 
DC DOWNTOWN CORE DISTRICT, AND 14-04-21.2 DF DOWNTOWN FRINGE 
DISTRICT; ENACT CHAPTER 14-03.1 SIGNS; AND REPEAL CHAPTER 4-04 
SIGNS AND OUTDOOR DISPLAY STRUCTURES OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF 
THE CITY OF BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO SIGNS. 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF CITY COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 
BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA: 

Section 1. Amendment.  Section 14-02-03 of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, relating to 
Definitions, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

14-02-03.  Definitions.  The following definitions represent 
the meanings of terms as they are used in these regulations: 

* * * * * 

Digital Off-Premise Advertising Sign: An off-premise 
advertising sign with a digital display of information that 
is capable of displaying multiple static images sequentially 
and is controlled by electronic communications. A sign with 
one digital face and one static face shall be considered a 
digital off-premises advertising sign. 

* * * * * 
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Off-Premise Advertising Sign:  A ground sign, as defined in 
the most recent adoption of the International Building Code 
(IBC), advertising, or intending to advertise, any goods or 
services that are not associated with the use of the premises.  
An off-premise advertising sign may be static, digital, 
illuminated or any combination thereof. 

* * * * * 

Residential Area Identification Sign: A freestanding monument 
sign identifying the name of a residential subdivision 
consisting of twenty (20) or more lots; a multiple family 
residential complex consisting of twenty (20) or more units; 
or a manufactured home park. 

* * * * * 

Sign:  Any device for visual communication which is used for 
the purpose of bringing the subject thereof to the attention 
of the public, but not including any flag. 

* * * * * 

Sign Face: The entire surface area of the sign that is used 
to identify, advertise or communicate information for visual 
representation and is visible from any one direction. 

 

 * * * * * 

Section 2. Amendment.  Chapter 14-03-05 of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, relating to 
Supplementary Provisions, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

14-03-05.  Supplementary Provisions. The regulations 
specified in this title shall be subject to the following 
provisions and interpretations: 

***** 

 9. Residential Area Identification Signs. 
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 a. Two (2) residential area identification signs 
shall be permitted for each multiple family residential 
complex and two (2) residential area identification signs 
shall be permitted for each entrance to a residential 
subdivision or manufactured home park.  For purposes of 
this section, residential subdivisions shall include all 
phases of approved staged developments. 

 b. The residential area identification sign shall 
be located at the entrance to the residential 
subdivision, multiple family residential complex or 
manufactured home park.   

 c. Residential area identification signs shall not 
encroach into any public right-of-way or be located upon 
any easement. 

 d. Signs located within the sight triangle (as 
defined in this title) shall not exceed three (3) feet in 
height, inclusive of supports, as measured from the curb.  
Signs located between the sight triangle and the required 
setback line for a structure within the zoning district 
in which the sign is located shall not exceed six (6) 
feet in height, inclusive of supports, as measured from 
the curb.  Signs located at or behind the required setback 
line for a structure within the zoning district in which 
the sign is located shall not exceed twelve (12) feet in 
height, inclusive of supports, as measured from the curb. 

 e. The name, address and/or logo portion of a 
residential area identification sign shall not exceed 
thirty-two (32) square feet for signs located within the 
sight triangle, forty-eight (48) square feet for signs 
located between the sight triangle and the required 
setback line for a structure within the zoning district 
in which the sign is located, and sixty (60)  square feet 
for signs located at or behind the required setback line 
for a structure within the zoning district in which the 
sign is located. 

 f. Residential area identification signs shall be 
constructed of durable, weather-resistant materials, and 
all letters or characters on such signs shall be 
dimensional. 
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 g. Any lighting of a residential area 
identification sign shall be from an external source 
directed at the sign, rather than from internal 
illumination.  Lighting for the sign shall be so directed 
as to not interfere with the movement of traffic on 
adjacent roadways or be a nuisance to adjacent property 
owners. 

 h. Plantings are allowed in conjunction with 
residential area identification signs; however, plantings 
within the sight triangle shall be limited to three (3) 
feet in height, as measured from the curb, upon full 
maturity of the vegetative species used. 

 i. Maintenance of all residential area 
identification signs shall be the responsibility of the 
property owner in the case of multiple family residential 
complexes or manufactured home parks, or a homeowners' 
association in the case of residential subdivisions.   

 j. A permit for a residential area identification 
sign must be issued by the Building Official prior to the 
construction or installation of such sign in accordance 
with the provisions of Chapter 4-04 of the City Code of 
Ordinances (Signs and Outdoor Display Structures).  If a 
homeowners' association is established, documentation on 
such association shall be submitted to the Building 
Official prior to the granting of a permit for the 
residential area identification sign. 

 
 10. Industrial Park Area Identification Signs. 

 
 a. Two (2) industrial park area identification 
signs shall be permitted for each industrial park. 

 b. The industrial park area identification signage 
shall be located at the entrance(s) to the industrial 
park. 

 c. Industrial park area identification signs shall 
be set back a minimum of fifteen (15) feet from all 
property lines. 

 d. Signs located within the sight triangle shall 
not exceed three (3) feet in height, inclusive of 
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supports, as measured from the top of the curb.  Signs 
located between the sight triangle and the required 
setback line for a structure within the zoning district 
in which the sign is located shall not exceed six (6) 
feet in height, inclusive of supports, as measured from 
the top of the curb.  Signs located at or behind the 
required setback line for a structure within the zoning 
district in which the sign is located shall not exceed 
twelve (12) feet in height, inclusive of supports, as 
measured from the top of the curb. 

 e. The name, address and/or logo portion of an 
industrial park area identification sign shall not exceed 
sixty-four (64) square feet for signs located within the 
sight triangle, ninety-six (96) square feet for signs 
located between the sight triangle and the required 
setback line for a structure within the zoning district 
in which the sign is located, and one hundred twenty (120) 
feet for signs located at or behind the required setback 
line for a structure within the zoning district in which 
the sign is located.   

 f. Industrial park area identification signs shall 
be constructed of durable, weather-resistant materials, 
and all letters or characters on such signs shall be 
dimensional. 

 g. Lighting for the sign shall be so directed as 
to not interfere with the movement of traffic on adjacent 
roadways or be a nuisance to adjacent property owners. 

 h. Plantings are allowed in conjunction with 
industrial park area identification signs; however, 
plantings within the sight triangle shall be limited to 
three (3) feet in height, as measured from the curb, upon 
full maturity of the vegetative species used. 

 i.  Maintenance of all industrial park area 
identification signs and plantings shall be the 
responsibility of the industrial park owner(s).   

 j. A permit for an industrial park area 
identification sign must be issued by the Building 
Official prior to the construction or installation of 
such sign in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 4-
04 of the City Code of Ordinances (Signs and Outdoor 
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Display Structures).  If a property owners' association 
is established, documentation on such association shall 
be submitted to the Building Official prior to the 
granting of a permit for the industrial park area 
identification sign. 

Section 3. Amendment.  Chapter 14-03-06 of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, relating to 
Incidental Uses, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

14-03-06.  Incidental Uses. Permitted uses and approved 
special uses shall be deemed to include accessory uses and 
accessory structures that are customarily incidental to the 
principal use, subject to the following standards: 

  1. Accessory Uses and Buildings.   

* * * * * 

 d.  Non-residential accessory buildings or 
uses in residential zoning districts: 

* * * * * 

 3. Signage shall be subject to the 
provisions of Section 4-04-10 Chapter 14-03.1 
of the City Code of Ordinances. 

* * * * * 

Section 4. Amendment.  Chapter 14-03-08 of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, relating to 
Special Uses, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

14-03-08.  Special Uses. In order to carry out the purposes 
of this title, the board of city commissioners finds it necessary 
to require that certain uses, because of unusual size, safety 
hazards, infrequent occurrence, effect on surrounding area, or 
other reasons, be reviewed by the city planning and zoning 
commission and by the Zoning Administrator (where allowed) prior 
to the granting of a building permit or certificate of occupancy 
and that the city planning and zoning commission and the Zoning 
Administrator (where allowed) are hereby given limited 



7 
 

discretionary powers relating to the granting of such permit or 
certificate.  

* * * * * 

 3. Permanent uses (administrative approval).  The 
Zoning Administrator may issue special use permits for 
the following uses without a public hearing or approval 
of the city planning and zoning commission: 

* * * * * 

b. Off-Premise Advertising Sign:  Off-Premise 
Advertising Signs may be permitted in any CG, MA, or MB 
district as an administrative special use provided: 

1. The sign meets provisions outlined in 
Chapter 24-17 of the North Dakota Century Code 
(NDCC) and a permit has been issued by the North 
Dakota Department of Transportation, where 
required. 

2. A site plan is submitted showing the 
overall dimensions of the sign, the location of the 
sign and any appurtenant features.  The site plan 
shall be accompanied by a narrative description of 
operational elements of the sign including 
illumination and any electronic functions. The site 
plan must verify that all the following criteria in 
this section have been met: 

a. Off-premise advertising signs shall 
not be subject to front yard setback 
requirements for each zoning district, but the 
entirety of the sign shall be set back at least 
fifteen (15) feet from any property line 
fronting a street, except that off-premise 
advertising signs oriented toward Interstate 
94 (not business loop) are exempted from this 
front yard setback requirement. 

b. The sign shall meet provisions 
outlined in Chapter 4-04 of the City Code of 
Ordinances. 
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c. Any illumination of the sign shall 
be directed toward the sign and not away from 
the sign. 

d. The sign shall be located adjacent 
to a minor or principal arterial roadway. If 
the right-of-way of an arterial roadway 
includes a local or frontage roadway, the sign 
may be adjacent to said local or frontage 
roadway.  

e. Each sign face may not exceed three 
hundred (300) square feet in area, sixteen 
(16) feet in height or thirty (30) feet in 
width, with the exception of off-premise 
advertising signs oriented toward Interstate 
94 (not business loop) or Bismarck Expressway 
east of the intersection with Airport Road, 
which may not exceed six hundred and seventy 
two (672) square feet in area, sixteen (16) 
feet in height or fifty (50) feet in width. In 
addition, no off-premise advertising sign face 
may be less than two hundred (200) square feet 
in area. 

f. A non-digital off-premise 
advertising sign may have up to an additional 
twenty percent (20%) of the sign face area on 
the perimeter of the sign face for extension 
elements.  All sign extension space shall be 
of the same material as the sign face.   

g. The sign shall have no more than two 
(2) sides per sign. Signs with two sides back-
to-back shall be treated as one sign, provided 
said sign faces are parallel or have an angle 
of separation of no more than thirty (30) 
degrees.  

h. The sign shall not exceed fifty (50) 
feet in height, measured from the top of the 
nearest curbline to the top of the sign or 
structure.  The display area of the sign shall 
be located no less than ten (10) feet above 
the adjacent street grade. 
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i. Any and all parts of the sign 
(static or digital) shall be located at least 
three hundred (300) feet from any part of an 
existing or approved off-premise advertising 
sign (static or digital;) at least two hundred 
(200) feet from the center point of any 
intersection of an arterial and an arterial 
and/or collector roadway; and at least five 
hundred (500) feet from the nearest right-of-
way of an interstate interchange. In addition, 
all parts of a digital off-premise advertising 
sign shall be located at least twelve hundred 
(1,200) feet from any part of an existing or 
approved digital off-premise advertising 
sign. Distance is measured as the linear 
distance along the centerline of the roadway 
toward which the sign is oriented. The 
distance shall be measured between any two 
signs on the same or opposite sides of this 
roadway. 

j. The sign shall be located at least 
three hundred (300) feet from any RR-
Residential, RR5-Residential, R5-Residential, 
R10-Residential, RM-Residential, or RMH-
Residential zoning district, as measured from 
any part of the sign to the nearest property 
line within any residential zoning district. 

k. The sign shall not resemble or 
interfere, to any degree, with the 
effectiveness of a traffic control device, 
sign or signal; shall not be placed beside or 
behind a traffic control device in a location 
or at a height that makes a motorist’s view of 
a traffic control device indistinguishable 
from the sign; shall not obstruct or interfere 
with a motorist’s view of approaching, merging 
or intersecting traffic within the operational 
area of an intersection; and shall not have 
distracting flashing or moving lights so 
designed or lighted as to create a traffic 
hazard. The City Engineer and Chief of Police 
shall verify in writing that the provisions of 
this subsection have been met. 
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l. The sign shall not obstruct any 
other existing sign, either off-premise or on-
premise. 

 

m. The sign shall not project over the 
public right-of-way or any property line or be 
located within the sight triangle as defined 
in Section 14-02-03 of the City Code of 
Ordinances. 

n. Digital off-premise advertising 
signs shall meet the following additional 
standards:   

1. The sign shall have a frame 
hold time of no less than seven (7) 
seconds and must transition 
instantaneously from one static image to 
another static image without any special 
effects.  The use of streaming video, 
full-motion video, animation or frame 
effects is prohibited. 

2. The sign shall have a default 
mechanism that shall freeze the sign in 
one position as a static message if a 
malfunction occurs; and 

3. The sign shall have a mechanism 
able to automatically adjust the 
illuminative brightness of the display 
according to ambient light conditions by 
means of a light detector/photocell. 

3. A separate administrative special use 
permit shall be required for the conversion of any 
existing non-digital off-premise advertising sign 
to a digital off-premise advertising sign. An 
existing non-conforming sign must meet all 
requirements outlined in this chapter prior to 
approval of an administrative special use permit. 

4. Nothing in this section shall be 
construed to confer a preference or any greater 
protection for certain off-premise advertising 
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signs based on the content or message of the sign, 
whether commercial or non-commercial in nature. 

* * * * * 

  4. Permanent uses (planning and zoning 
commission approval).  The city planning and zoning 
commission is authorized to grant special use permits 
for the following uses: 

* * * * * 

m.   Auto laundry-car wash.  An auto laundry 
or car wash may be permitted in a CG, MA or MB 
district as a special use, provided: 

 

  * * * * * 

6. No fence, wall, terrace, structure, 
shrubbery or other obstruction to vision 
having a height greater than three (3) feet 
above the curb shall occupy the front ten (10) 
feet of any lot except a sign pole of two (2) 
feet or less in any dimension as permitted in 
Chapter 14-03.1 of the City Code of 
Ordinances.  

  * * * * * 

Section 5. Enacted.  Chapter 14-03.1 of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, relating to 
Signs, is hereby enacted to read as follows: 

 Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is to: 

1. Provide fair standards and procedures to ensure 
that individuals, businesses, and organizations have a 
reasonable ability to communicate messages to the general 
public. 

2. Protect public safety by preventing or mitigating 
traffic hazards through obstruction of view, distraction of 
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roadway users, and all other negative effects on public 
travel. 

3. Promote wayfinding to facilitate the efficient 
identification of destinations, which requires making a 
distinction between on-premise signs and off-premise signs. 

4. Reduce visual clutter along public rights-of-way to 
improve the legibility of existing signs, including traffic 
control devices, and enhance the overall aesthetics of the 
community. 

5. Protect property values of residential and 
commercial property owners who may be negatively impacted by 
signs within view of the property. 

6. Encourage creative expression and artistic 
contributions to the community, which requires a distinction 
between signs of a commercial and non-commercial nature. 

7. Preserve the health, safety, and general welfare of 
the public. 

 Definitions and Measurements. 

1. Definitions of Terms. In addition to the overall 
definitions for zoning contained in Section 14-02-03 
(Definitions) of the City Code of Ordinances, the following 
definitions represent the meanings of terms as they are used 
in this chapter: 

Air-blown Sign. A sign that is designed to be moved or 
filled with air or gas, such as balloons and products marketed 
as “air puppet” or “tube man.” This includes such devices 
that do not contain a message but are intended to attract 
attention. 

Awning: Any structure or shelter attached to and 
projecting outward from the face of a building, typical 
extending over a sidewalk or other thoroughfare. 
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Changeable Copy Sign. A sign or portion thereof with 
characters, letters or illustrations that can be changed or 
rearranged manually without altering the face of the sign. 
Reader boards and marquee signs are considered changeable 
copy signs. 

Commercial Zoning District: The CA – Commercial, CG – 
Commercial, HM – Health Medical, or RT – Residential zoning 
districts. Street frontages in a P – Public zoning district 
that are not adjacent to or across from a residential zoning 
district are considered to be within a commercial zoning 
district for the purpose of this section. 

Community-Wide Event. Any special event or other local, 
cultural, educational, or sporting activities of specific 
benefit to the City. Any content with the primary purpose of 
endorsing or promoting commercial interests; campaign 
messages that endorse or oppose a candidate for election to 
public office; or business logos and sponsorships by 
commercial entities shall not be considered advertisement of 
a community event. 

Digital Off-Premise Advertising Sign: An off-premise 
advertising sign with a digital display of information that 
is capable of displaying multiple static images sequentially 
and is controlled by electronic communications.  A sign with 
one digital face and one static face shall be considered a 
digital off-premise advertising sign.   

Downtown Zoning District: The DC – Downtown Core and DF 
– Downtown Fringe zoning districts. 

Electronic Message Center Sign (EMC): An on-premise 
advertising sign with a digital display of information that 
is capable of displaying characters, letters or illustrations 
and can be electronically changed by remote or automatic 
means.  

Feather Flag Sign: A freestanding sign typically 
constructed of a single plastic or metal shaft driven in the 
ground or fixed to a weighted base and with an attached 
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pennant that is vertically elongated and attached to the 
shaft. 

Frame Hold Time: The duration or interval of time during 
which each individual digital advertisement or message is 
displayed on any sign which is capable of sequentially 
displaying more than one advertisement or message on its 
display surface. 

Freestanding Sign: A permanent sign that is not attached 
to any building or structure, with the exception of a 
structure, such as a pole or foundation, with the sole purpose 
of supporting signs. Freestanding signs are further divided 
into pole signs or monument signs. 

Industrial Zoning District: The MA – Industrial or MB – 
Industrial zoning districts. 

Monument Sign: a freestanding sign supported by a base 
of at least seventy-five (75) percent of the sign width with 
the highest point of the sign face located eight (8) feet or 
less from the ground. Signs that are affixed to boulders or 
other inorganic natural features may be considered monument 
signs. 

Off-Premise Advertising Sign: A ground sign, as defined 
in the most recent adoption of the International Building 
Code (IBC), that may advertise goods or services that are not 
associated with the use of the premises. Off-premise 
advertising signs may also advertise on-premise goods or 
services. An off-premise advertising sign may be static, 
digital, illuminated, non-illuminated or any combination 
thereof where permitted. 

On-Premise Advertising Sign: A sign advertising the 
business, person, service or major product of the building or 
land upon which it is located, or identifying the premises or 
goods manufactured, produced, or services rendered thereon. 
On-premise does not necessarily imply that the sign and its 
referent share a single lot or parcel, but a set of contiguous 
lots or parcels that function as a whole use may be considered 
a premise for the purposes of this definition.  
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Permanent Sign: Any sign that is intended to be and is 
constructed to remain unchanged in character and position and 
affixed to features such as the ground or building for one 
(1) year or more. A temporary sign left in place for one (1) 
year or more does not become a permanent sign. 

Pole Sign: A freestanding sign resting on or supported 
by one or more poles or other vertical structures. Any 
permanent freestanding sign that does not meet the definition 
of monument sign shall be considered a pole sign.  Signs 
commonly referred to as pylon signs are considered poles 
signs. 

Portable Sign: A sign that is constructed so as to be 
movable, either by skids, wheels, truck or other conveyance 
and which does not have a permanent foundation or is otherwise 
permanently fastened to the ground and is not actively used 
as a vehicle for movement of goods. When on a trailer, the 
removal of the wheels or undercarriage does not place the 
sign in another category, neither does the anchoring of the 
sign by means of concrete blocks, sandbags, or other types of 
temporary anchors. However, sidewalk signs are not considered 
portable signs. 

Projecting Sign: A sign that is wholly or partly 
dependent upon a building or structure for support and which 
projects outward from the surface of the building in a 
direction not parallel to the surface. 

Residential Zoning District: The R5 – Residential, R10 
– Residential, RM – Residential, RMH – Residential, RR – 
Residential, or RR5 – Residential zoning districts. Lots or 
parcels within a P – Public zoning district that is adjacent 
to or across from a residential zoning district are considered 
to be within a residential zoning district for the purpose of 
this section. 

Sidewalk Sign: A sign that is portable, typically 
designed with an A-frame structure, and is placed on the 
sidewalk or boulevard area of a public right-of-way, 
associated with an abutting commercial establishment. 
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Sign: Any visual display visible from a public right-
of-way designed to identify, announce, direct, or inform. 

Sign Face: The entire surface area of the sign that is 
used to identify, advertise or communicate information for 
visual representation and is visible from any one direction, 
exclusive of any supporting structure for the sign. Multiple 
parts of a sign attached to a wall are considered a single 
sign face if the parts are intended to be viewed as a coherent 
whole. Multiple sign faces may be considered parts of one 
sign, provided the sign faces are no greater than eighteen 
(18) inches from each other in distance and are either 
parallel to or at an interior angle of less than thirty (30) 
degrees with each other. 

Site Sign: An on-premise sign of temporary nature 
installed on a parcel of land with certain activity specified 
in this ordinance underway and constructed of temporary 
materials such as plywood, durable plastic, composite, or 
metal, with or without a frame. Yard signs as herein defined 
shall not be considered site signs. 

Temporary Banner: A display sign banner, or other 
advertising device constructed of, cloth, canvas, fabric or 
other light temporary material, with or without a structural 
frame intended for a limited period of display, including but 
not limited to decorative displays for holidays, public 
demonstrations, business sales, promotions, and relocations. 
Portable signs as herein defined shall not be considered 
temporary banners. 

Wall Sign: A sign fastened to the wall of a building or 
structure in such a manner that the wall becomes the 
supporting structure for, or forms a background surface of, 
the sign. 

Yard Sign: A small sign of a temporary nature inserted 
into the ground by wire or post, including but not limited to 
real estate signs, garage sales, political signs, and 
construction signs, constructed of a light temporary 
material, such as corrugated plastic, aluminum, or composite, 
with or without a frame. Portable signs and site signs as 
herein defined shall not be considered yard signs. 
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Wall Sign Projecting Sign 

 

 

Pole Sign Monument Sign 

 

 
Yard Sign Temporary Banner 

Figure 1: Illustrations of Selected Sign Types 

2. Method of Measurement. All dimensional measurements 
in this chapter shall be calculated based on the following 
methods: 

 Determining Allowable Area. Wherever a total 
allowable sign area is applied in this chapter, the 
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following methods shall be used to determine area 
measurements: 

i. The total allowable sign area for all 
signs on a parcel is based on the length of linear 
street frontage of the parcel on a public right-
of-way, other than alleyways, towards which the 
sign or signs are oriented in all parcels outside 
of Downtown Zoning Districts. In Downtown Zoning 
Districts, total allowable sign area for all signs 
on a parcel is based on the length of street 
frontage that is occupied by a building at any point 
along a perpendicular line extending from the 
street frontage, other than alleyways, towards 
which the sign or signs are oriented. 

ii. The primary street frontage shall be 
considered the side from which the principal 
structure on the parcel has its primary entrance, 
which is the means by which the majority of the 
ground-floor space of the building is accessed or 
the most commonly used entrance for the building. 
In such cases where said entrance is on a corner, 
the Zoning Administrator shall assign one street 
frontage as primary. 

iii. Secondary street frontages shall be 
considered all sides of a property that are not 
considered the primary street frontage. 

iv. The total allowable sign area is applied 
separately to the primary street frontage and any 
secondary street frontages as herein defined, and 
allowable area may not be transferred between 
frontages on a parcel. 

v. Only permitted signs are included in 
total allowable sign area calculations. Permit-
exempt signs shall not be included. 
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 Area of Sign Face. the area in square feet of 
a sign face, not including any supporting structures, is 
measured as follows: 

i. Signs within a cabinet or base with a 
regular polygon or circular shape shall be measured 
as the total area of the shape, including any frame. 

 
Figure 2: Example of regular shape area measurement 

(Length x Height) 

ii. Signs with irregularly-shaped sign faces 
or multiple parts, such as independent letters or 
logos, shall be measured as the area of the smallest 
single polygon with all interior angles less than 
180 degrees that encompasses the entire sign face. 

 
Figure 3: Example of irregular shape area measurement 

(Area within dashed line) 

iii. Signs on a non-planar shape, such as 
spheres, cylinders, cones, or other 
multidimensional shapes, shall be measured as the 
area of the sum of the four vertical sides of the 
smallest cube that completely encompasses the sign. 

Length 
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Figure 4: Example of measurement of non-planar shape  

iv. Signs with two faces are measured as the 
area of only the larger of the two faces, as long 
as the faces are no greater than eighteen (18) 
inches from each other in distance and are either 
parallel to or at an interior angle of less than 
thirty (30) degrees with each other. Signs with 
multiple faces that do not meet this condition 
shall be considered separate signs for each face. 

 

Figure 5: Example of one sign with two faces 

 Height of Sign. The vertical distance in feet 
between the top of the curb of the roadway nearest to 
the pole, monument, or building wall supporting the sign 
and the highest point of the area of the sign face. 

 Setback of Sign. The horizontal distance 
between any part of a sign or supporting structure and 
the front property line of the parcel the sign is located 
within. 

≤ 
30° 

 

≤ 18” 

 

Face A 
Face B 
Face C 

+ Face D 
Total Area 
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 Clearance of Sign. The vertical distance 
between any part of a sign, including supporting 
structure, and the highest finished grade directly 
beneath the sign. 

 

Figure 6: Example of height, setback, and clearance 
measurements 

 Spacing of Signs. The shortest distance 
between two signs, as measured horizontal to the ground 
plane from the any point on both signs. 

 Illumination of Signs. The illumination of 
signs is measured in foot-candles by an illuminance 
meter. Two measurements must be taken, one for ambient 
light and another for operational light, with as short 
a duration between tests as practicable. Required 
illumination levels are determined by subtracting 
ambient light from operational light. 

i. Location of Tests. Measurements shall be 
taken from a distance no closer than the nearest 
curb of a public right-of-way or the nearest 
property line to the subject sign at a height of 
three (3) feet above the ground. 

Heig
 

Cleara
 

Curb 

Proper
ty 
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ii. Time of Tests. Measurements may be taken 
at any time. However, conducting tests at least 30 
minutes past sunset is recommended. 

iii. Testing Method. Ambient light is recorded 
with the subject sign turned off, or alternatively 
the sign may be blocked by a dark and opaque object. 
Operational light is recorded with the sign turned 
on and displaying a full white image, or 
alternatively measured as the highest level 
recorded during normal sign operation. The light 
meter shall be pointed directly at the sign for 
both tests. 

 Scope of Sign Provisions. 

1. Applicability and Jurisdiction. This chapter shall 
apply to the construction, installation, function, 
maintenance, and/or alteration of all signs, whether 
permanent or temporary, in the entirety of the City of 
Bismarck and its extraterritorial zoning jurisdiction. 

2. Permit Exempt Signs. The following signs are exempt 
from requirements to obtain permits in Section 14-03.1-04, 
but are still subject to the general standards of Section 14-
03.1-05 and any specific standards as noted herein: 

 Address Number. A physical street address 
marking, as required by Section 10-01-07 (Numbering 
Buildings and Lots) of the City Code of Ordinances, 
except where the address information is also included 
within the name of the business or organization owning 
or occupying the premises. 

 Air-Blown Sign. A temporary sign, as defined 
in this chapter, subject to the following provisions 

i. Air-blown signs may be displayed on a 
property or lease space for a continuous display 
period of no greater than seven (7) days. Up to two 
(2) display periods are permissible per calendar 
year per business or organization. The display 
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periods cannot be consecutive and must be separated 
by at least thirty (30) days. 

ii. Air-blown signs are prohibited in the 
downtown zoning districts  

 Architectural Feature. A sign, symbol, logo, 
or lettering that is integral to a building’s structure 
and design that is constructed with permanent materials 
that are used generally throughout the building and are 
not specific to the sign.  

 Beacon Transmission: The use of location-based 
wireless transmission to or collection of information 
from personal electronic devices within proximity of the 
transmitter, through means such as Bluetooth or similar 
technologies, provided that transmitters are on private 
property and use is in compliance with all applicable 
state and federal law. 

 Bulletin Board. An informational display, such 
has a menu board, an event listing, promotional flyer, 
or other display intended to be read from a close 
distance and providing specific information typically 
sought by the viewer. Bulletin Boards may be illuminated 
only externally with light directed toward the bulletin 
board. 

 Carried Sign. A sign carried or worn by a 
person or persons, provided that all traffic safety laws 
are met. 

 Construction Fence Sign. A sign affixed to a 
fence erected temporarily around a construction site, 
subject to the following provisions: 

i. Construction fence signs must be 
installed flush to the fence and may not extend 
beyond the area of the fence, but are otherwise not 
limited size.  

ii. Construction fence signs must be removed 
no later than thirty (30) days after a certificate 
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of occupancy has been granted on the building on 
site or ceasing of the activity for which the fence 
is used. 

 Electronic Message Center Sign Demonstration. 
The temporary display of an electronic message center 
for demonstration purposes over a period of twenty-four 
(24) hours or less, provided the sign is used as an on-
premise advertising sign without any off-premise 
advertising content. 

 Feather Flag Sign. A sign, as defined in this 
chapter, subject to the following provisions: 

i. Feather flag signs may be displayed on a 
property or lease space for a continuous display 
period of no greater than sixty (60) days. Up to 
two (2) display periods are permissible per 
calendar year per business or organization. The 
display periods cannot be consecutive and must be 
separated by at least thirty (30) days. 

ii. Feather flag signs are prohibited in the 
downtown zoning districts. 

 Flag or Pennant. A flag, emblem or insignia of 
any nation, political subdivision, corporation, or any 
other entity. 

 Grave Marker. A name or other marker of the 
deceased located in a cemetery. 

 Identification Plaque. A small, permanent wall 
sign or plaque that identifies a household name, 
business and/or organization occupying a building, 
subject to the following provisions: 

i. No more than one (1) identification 
plaque is permitted on any parcel. 

ii. Identification plaques may not exceed one 
and a half (1 ½) square feet in area in residential 
zoning districts. 
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iii. Identification plaques may not exceed 
three (3) square feet in area in commercial zoning 
districts, industrial zoning districts, downtown 
zoning districts, or agricultural zoning districts. 
An identification plaque may be freestanding in 
agricultural zoning districts. 

iv. Identification plaques may not be 
illuminated, either internally or externally. 

 Inwardly-Oriented Sign. A sign that meets any 
of the following conditions: 

i. Located indoors; 

ii. Located inside a stadium, concert venue, 
or athletic fields and oriented toward patrons of 
that venue; 

iii. Located within a parking area or site, 
such as signs used to provide directions or 
practical information, and oriented toward the 
interior of the site; 

iv. Any sign not intended to be visible from 
the public right-of-way or any adjoining property. 

 Public Art. Any installation of a mural or 
visual artwork visible from a public right-of-way that 
not does not contain any brand name, product name, 
letters of the alphabet spelling or abbreviating the 
name of any product, company, profession, business, 
logo, trademark, or other commercial message. The 
following provisions must be met only in the DC – 
Downtown Core and DF – Downtown Fringe zoning districts: 

i. All Downtown Design Review procedures 
shall be followed for any installation of public 
art. 

ii. The public art is not installed on any 
side of a building directly adjacent to a public 
right-of-way, excluding alleys. 
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iii. The public art is not installed on a 
vacant building or within a vacant lot or parcel, 
unless the property owner has filed a building 
permit with the intention of occupation or is 
otherwise actively in the process of improving the 
building or parcel for the purpose of occupation. 

iv. The public art is not installed on any 
original façade of a building listed as a 
contributing structure of the downtown historic 
district, unless the art may be attached to a 
removable panel without damage to the underlying 
historic façade and the artwork meets all other 
downtown design review requirements pertaining to 
historic structures. 

 Public Utilitarian Sign. Signs of a non-
commercial nature and in the public interest displayed 
by order of a political subdivision or public utility in 
performance of its official duties for the purpose of 
traffic control, wayfinding, public safety, providing 
legal notice, or identifying public facilities or 
historical landmarks. 

 Sidewalk Sign. A portable sign, as defined in 
this chapter. Sidewalk signs are subject to the 
following restrictions: 

i. The maximum width of a sidewalk sign 
shall be two (2) feet, six (6) inches and the 
maximum height shall be four (4) feet. 

ii. Sidewalk signs may only be placed within 
a public right-of-way in downtown districts, 
subject to standards of Section 14-03.1-09(11). 
Sidewalk signs must be placed on private property 
in all other districts, unless granted an 
encroachment agreement. 

  Site Sign. A temporary site sign used for on-
premise commercial advertising, as defined in this 
chapter. Site signs are subject to the following 
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restrictions, depending on activity currently underway 
on the parcel or in the vicinity thereof: 

i. For Sale or Rent. Site signs may be 
placed on parcels containing property that is 
currently for sale or rent in commercial, 
industrial, downtown, or agricultural zoning 
districts, as well as any RM – Residential zoning 
district. On said parcels, one (1) site sign may be 
placed per street frontage on a parcel, with one 
(1) additional site sign allowed on street 
frontages of greater than two hundred (200) feet in 
length. Said site sign(s) shall be no greater than 
sixty (60) square feet in area and eight (8) feet 
in height, and shall be removed no later than thirty 
(30) days after sale, lease, or occupancy of the 
property. 

ii. Under Development or Construction. Site 
signs may be placed on parcels in areas that are 
currently under development or building 
construction in any zoning district. On said 
parcels, no more than three (3) site signs may be 
placed at each entrance into a development or site. 
All of said site sign(s) shall be no greater than 
one-hundred and forty-four (144) square feet in 
area cumulatively and ten (10) feet in height, and 
may be displayed until thirty (30) days after all 
lots in a subdivision have been sold by the 
developer or thirty (30) days after a certificate 
of occupancy has been granted on an individual 
commercial property that is not associated with a 
subdivision under development. 

iii. Site signs are prohibited on properties 
that do not meet either of the provisions of this 
section. 

iv. Site signs are permitted in addition to 
any other signs, temporary or permanent, allowed on 
a parcel under this chapter, and all measurements 



28 
 

of spacing or number shall be made independently of 
other sign types. 

v. Site signs may not be illuminated, either 
internally or externally. 

 Small-Scale Freestanding Sign. A small 
permanent on-premise sign, typically used for ancillary 
messages such as providing directions, subject to the 
following provisions: 

i. The sign is no larger than six (6) square 
feet with a height of three (3) feet or less. 

ii. No more than two (2) small-scale 
freestanding signs may be installed on each street 
frontage of each parcel, in addition to any 
permitted freestanding signs. 

 Temporary Banner. A temporary sign, as defined 
in this chapter, subject to the following provisions: 

i. Temporary banners may be displayed on a 
property or lease space for a continuous display 
period of no greater than three hundred (300) days 
per calendar year per business or organization.  

ii. Temporary banners may not be used to 
advertise off-premise commercial content. 

iii. Temporary banners must be attached to, 
and flush with, a building wall, retaining wall, 
fence, or other permanent structure. 

iv. Temporary banners may not exceed thirty-
two (32) square feet in area in downtown zoning 
districts and residential zoning districts. 

v. Temporary banners may not be displayed on 
residential properties of four (4) units or less. 

vi. Temporary banners may not be illuminated, 
with the exception of temporary banners affixed to 
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a permitted permanent sign structure to allow for 
transitions between occupants of a building. 

 Temporary Lighting Display. Temporary use of 
low-wattage lighting for holidays or other events, 
including standard effects such as flashing or fading, 
provided any associated glare does not create a public 
nuisance or traffic safety hazard. 

 Vending Machine Sign. A sign integral to a 
legally-operating vending machine. 

 Window Sign. A sign affixed to the inside or 
outside of an exterior window or located in the interior 
of a building, within twelve (12) inches of a window, 
and oriented outside the window, subject to the 
following requirements: 

i. Window signs may not be used to advertise 
off-premise commercial content. 

ii. In downtown zoning districts, paper, 
cardboard, or solid surface signs are not permitted 
on second floor windows or above. 

iii. In the downtown zoning districts, all 
window signs on a building may not occupy more than 
twenty-five (25) percent of the total transparent 
window surface of each window or door opening, 
unless the interior space is unoccupied or window 
signs are used for an appropriate screening 
function and are approved by the Downtown Design 
Review Committee. Notwithstanding, any window sign 
or part thereof that does not completely impede 
visibility, but provides transparency between 
individual letters or designs, shall be counted as 
fifty (50) percent of a window sign for the purposes 
of measuring maximum window coverage. 

 Yard Sign. A temporary sign, as defined in 
this chapter. Yard signs are subject to the following 
provisions: 
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i. A yard sign may not be used to advertise 
off-premise commercial content. Advertisement of 
on-premise commercial activity, including but not 
limited to real estate, sales, construction 
activity, is permitted for the entire duration of 
said activity and must be removed within thirty 
(30) days after completion of said activity. Non-
commercial yard signs are permitted and not limited 
in number or duration. 

ii. Yard signs are not permitted for home 
occupations permitted under Section 14-03-06(2) of 
the City Code of Ordinances. 

iii. Each yard sign may not exceed eight (8) 
square feet in area, exclusive of any post or 
supporting structure. Notwithstanding, one (1) non-
commercial yard sign may exceed this area 
limitation for a time period no greater than 
twenty-four (24) hours. Said non-commercial sign 
may not be used more than one (1) time per calendar 
year on any parcel unless the content of the sign 
is changed. 

iv. Yard signs may be freestanding or 
attached to a fence, deck, or garage door, but may 
not be affixed to a building wall or any vegetative 
matter. 

v. Yard signs may not be illuminated, either 
internally or externally. 

3. Permit Exempt Activity. The following activities 
are exempt from requirements to obtain a permit in Section 
14-03.1-04 only if the activity does not render a sign non-
compliant, or further non-compliance in the case of non-
conforming signs, with any ordinance requirements: 

 Routine Maintenance. Maintenance necessary to 
keep a sign in a functional and attractive condition, 
including painting, cleaning, replacing parts, and small 
repairs. Temporary removal may be considered maintenance 
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if the same sign is placed back in the same location and 
orientation. Any enlargement, structural alteration, 
upgrading technological elements, or relocation is not 
considered routine maintenance. 

 Change of Message. Changing the message 
content on the face of any off-premise advertising sign, 
changeable copy sign, or electronic message center. 
Replacing or altering the face of any other permitted 
permanent sign is not exempt from requirements to obtain 
a permit for the replacement or alteration. 

 Removal of Sign. The removal of any permanent 
or temporary sign, including the dismantling and 
complete removal of all supporting structures used 
exclusively for the sign. 

4. Prohibited Signs. Certain signs that detract from 
the purpose of this chapter are prohibited. Provisions 
related to the prohibition of signs in specific zoning 
districts are within sections 14-03.1-06 through 14-03.1-09. 
The following signs are prohibited in all zoning districts: 

 Sign Resembling Public Facility. A private 
sign that resembles or conflicts with a public sign or 
traffic control device. 

 Roof Sign: A sign that is mounted on the roof 
of a building which is wholly dependent upon a building 
for support and which projects above the parapet of a 
building for a flat roof, the eave line of a building 
with gable roof, or the deck line of a building with a 
mansard roof. A false roof, canopy, and other non-
structural fascia shall not be considered a roof for the 
purposes of this section. 

 Searchlights: High-intensity lighting devices 
oriented outward, such as strobe lights, searchlights, 
laser lights, or beacons, unless said lights are part of 
a temporary lighting display as exempted in Subsection 
14-03.1-02(2). 
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 Use of Mechanical Motion. A sign that rotates, 
revolves, pivots, swings, or uses any mechanical motion, 
with the exception of rotating barber poles. 

 Use of Vegetation. A sign painted on or 
affixed to a tree or other organic matter. 

 Use of Live Animal. A sign that uses a live 
animal. 

 Use of Pyrotechnics. A sign that uses open 
flames, sparks, explosions, or any form of illumination 
by means other than electricity. This prohibition does 
not apply to fireworks displays that comply with all 
local and state requirements. 

 Use of Sound. A sign that emits any sound 
through audio speakers or any other device. This 
includes the use of sound to advertise or draw attention 
to a business or activity occurring on premise that is 
clearly audible from a public right-of-way or adjoining 
property, whether or not the sign includes a visual 
component. 

 Vehicle Sign. The use of a parked car, truck, 
bus, boat, or other vehicle or part thereof as a sign, 
unless the vehicle containing a sign meets all of the 
following conditions: 

i. The vehicle is consistently used in the 
normal conduct of a business or organization or is 
utilized as an example of products that are sold on 
premises. 

ii. The vehicle is maintained in operable 
condition and is properly registered with the State 
of North Dakota Department of Transportation. 

iii. The vehicle is lawfully parked. 

5. Permitted Signs. Any sign that is not identified as 
a permit exempt sign or a prohibited sign by this section 
shall be considered a permitted sign, and shall require a 
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permit and be subject to all provisions of this chapter, 
including but not limited to all pole signs, monument signs, 
wall signs, projecting signs, sidewalk signs, changeable copy 
signs, and portable signs. 

6. New Sign Types. It is recognized that, due to 
changing technology and the desires of businesses in the 
community, sign types may be proposed that do not clearly 
meet any definitions of this chapter. Such signs are not 
necessarily prohibited by this ordinance. The Zoning 
Administrator is hereby authorized to interpret a proposed 
new sign type to be substantially similar, in terms of size, 
shape, duration, and overall visual impact, to a sign type 
defined in this chapter, including prohibited sign types. 

 Permitting Procedures. 

1. Permit Required. No sign or any structure with the 
sole purpose of supporting a sign may be constructed, 
installed, displayed, relocated, converted to electronic or 
reconstructed until the applicable sign permit is issued by 
the Zoning Administrator, pursuant to Section 04-01-08 of the 
City Code of Ordinance, unless identified as a permit exempt 
sign or permit exempt activity in this chapter. 

2. Sign Installation License. A person may not engage 
in the business of erecting or placing signs or be entitled 
to a permit to erect or place any sign under the provisions 
of this chapter unless licensed to do so by the Zoning 
Administrator on written application as prescribed. 

 Insurance Required. A license may not take 
effect until the licensee files with the Zoning 
Administrator a copy of the licensee's liability 
insurance policy in the minimum amount of two hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars ($250,000) for each person 
and five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) for each 
occurrence, which names the City of Bismarck as an 
additional insured, and insures against any damage or 
claim resulting from or related to the erection or 
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maintenance of any sign within the City’s jurisdiction 
by the licensee. 

 License Duration. Licenses are valid for the 
calendar year within which the license is issued. All 
licenses expire on December 31 of each year. 

3. Permit Submittal Requirements. The following items 
shall be submitted by an applicant to the Zoning Administrator 
prior to the issuance of any sign permit: 

 Application. A written application prescribed 
by the City must be submitted for all signs. The City 
may prescribe separate applications for different sign 
types with specific information relevant to each type 
contained therein. Multiple signs on a single site to be 
installed within thirty (30) days of each other may be 
included on a single application, provided sufficient 
information is provided for all signs included in the 
application. 

 Sign Display. An elevation or photographic 
visualization of the proposed sign and surrounding 
context, with exact dimensions of the area, height, 
depth, and placement of the sign, must be submitted for 
all signs, with the exception of portable signs. If any 
other signs exist within the parcel, they must be shown 
and dimensioned or described in terms of area. 

 Site Plan. A site plan showing the dimensions 
of the sign, the exact location of the sign and any 
appurtenant features must be submitted for all pole 
signs, monuments signs, and off-premise advertising 
signs. This requirement may be waived by the Zoning 
Administrator if the sign is shown on an approved site 
plan for the overall development of the site. 

 Street Visualizations. Street visualizations 
must be submitted for all new electronic message center 
signs and off-premise advertising signs, unless waived 
by the City Engineer. Renderings of the proposed sign 
superimposed on a photograph of the proposed location, 
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with accurate scale and placement, must be submitted. A 
separate rendering is required from 100 feet, 300 feet, 
and 500 feet from each direction of all streets from 
which the sign would be visible. 

 Operational Narrative. An operational 
narrative is required for all electronic message centers 
and digital off-premise advertising signs. The narrative 
must outline brightness levels, times of day the sign 
will be operational, entrance or exit effects that will 
be utilized, and any other features of the sign that are 
relevant to administration of this chapter. The 
operational narrative shall be agreed to and signed by 
the owner of the sign. 

 Public Safety Verification. For all new off-
premise advertising signs or electronic message center 
signs, a written verification from the City Engineer and 
Chief of Police, or their designees, that the public 
safety provisions of Section 14-03.1-05 have been, or 
will be met, with the proposed sign is required. 

4. Portable Sign Reporting. A licensed sign installer 
may place an unlimited number of portable signs without 
approval of a permit for each sign placement, subject to the 
following reporting requirements. 

 Keeping Report Required. Any sign installer 
with portable signs in use that have not been issued 
individual permits must keep a report on a form 
prescribed by the City containing the following 
information: 

i. Name and address of the sign installer. 

ii. A record of each sign placed for any 
duration of time, indicating the address, street 
toward which the sign is oriented, the date the 
sign was placed, the date the sign was removed, if 
applicable, and a photograph of the sign in 
location during each display period. 
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iii. Evidence of property owner approval for 
each sign in use at any time. 

 Submittal of Report. Any licensed sign 
installer shall furnish a report upon request of the 
Zoning Administrator of all portable signs placed by the 
installer within the previous one year of the request 
date, or since the effective date of this ordinance, 
whichever is most recent. 

 Individual Option. In lieu of keeping reports, 
portable signs may also be permitted individually 
according to the procedures of this section. A license 
and insurance is not required for individually-permitted 
portable signs. 

 License Revocation. The Zoning Administrator 
may revoke the license of any sign installer for up to 
one year upon failure to provide an accurate report in 
a timely manner, or failure to meet any other 
requirements of this ordinance. 

5. Permit fees. All sign permits may be subject to a 
fee, as established in Section 4-02-05 (Building Permit Fees) 
of the City Code of Ordinances. 

6. Issuance of Permit. After a reasonable period of 
time for review, the Zoning Administrator shall issue a sign 
permit to any sign that conforms to the provisions of this 
chapter, as demonstrated in the application submittal as well 
as any documented communications between the applicant and 
City staff, which shall be considered part of the application 
submittal. Non-compliant signs will be issued a denial. 

7. Inspection. The Building Inspections Division may 
inspect any proposed or existing sign at any time to ensure 
compliance with all requirements of this chapter. 

8. Revocation of Permit. The Zoning Administrator may 
revoke any issued sign permit upon determination that the 
application contained false or misleading information or an 
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actual sign is substantially different than described in the 
application and submitted documents. 

9. Appeals. Any denial or revocation of a sign permit 
by the Zoning Administrator, or any enforcement action taken 
against an existing sign for non-compliance, is subject to an 
appeal to the Board of City Commissioners following the 
procedures of Section 14-06-03 (Appeal Procedures) of the 
City Code of Ordinances. 

 General Standards. 

1. Application. The provisions of this section apply 
to all signs, whether permitted or permit-exempt, in all 
zoning districts. 

2. Building Code. All permanent signs must conform to 
the structural design standards of the International Building 
Code most recently adopted through Section 04-02-02 (Adoption 
of the City of Bismarck Building Code) of the City Code of 
Ordinances. 

3. Maintenance of Signs. All signs, whether permanent 
or temporary, shall be kept in a state of good repair and 
operation at all times. The Zoning Administrator may issue a 
notice and order to any owner of property containing a sign 
out of compliance with the provisions of this chapter to 
maintain or remove said sign. A sign shall be considered in 
disrepair if it exhibits one or more of the following 
conditions: 

 A business or organization that has vacated 
the property on which the sign is located, or any 
freestanding supporting structure without a sign face. 
A sign or supporting structure shall be considered 
abandoned and in violation of this section six (6) months 
after the occurrence of either event. 

 Structural supports are deemed to be unstable 
due to deterioration or previous damage. 
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 Panels, sections, or lettering of the sign 
face are missing or significantly damaged or faded. 

 Bulbs are burned out or electronic elements of 
a sign are malfunctioning such that the intended display 
of the sign is compromised. 

 Paint, coating, or other cosmetic materials of 
the sign are peeling or no longer present in their 
original form. 

 The face of a sign is obstructed from public 
view by growth of vegetation on private property or any 
other visual obstruction. 

 The condition of a sign has changed in any way 
that creates a public safety hazard. 

4. Illumination of Signs. The illumination of all 
signs, including electronic message centers and digital off-
premise advertising signs, is subject to the following 
requirements: 

 Externally-illuminated signs shall direct 
illumination toward the sign or downward so as to 
minimize the amount of glare or light trespass across 
property lines. 

 Internally-illuminated signs shall not exceed 
a brightness level that creates a safety hazard for 
drivers on adjacent roadways or a nuisance for any nearby 
residential uses, as determined by the Zoning 
administrator. 

 High-intensity lighting devices oriented 
outward, such as laser lights, strobe lights, 
searchlights, and beacons, are not permitted. 

 Lighting for any signs, with the exception of 
electronic message centers or digital off-premise 
advertising signs, may not alternate between fully 
illuminated and fully non-illuminated in a flashing 
manner. However, lighting of internally illuminated 
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signs may gradually transition between colors in a 
fading, but not flashing manner, as determined by the 
Zoning Administrator. 

 Illumination of temporary and portable signs 
is not permitted, as further stated in Sections 14-03.1-
03(2) and 14-03.1-08(5) of this chapter. 

5. Restrictions on Placement. In all zoning districts, 
the placement or installation of all signs is further 
restricted in the following areas: 

 Public Right-of-Way. No sign, or any part 
thereof, may be located within or above a public right-
of-way, either temporarily or permanently, unless an 
encroachment agreement is approved in accordance with 
Title 02-01-04 of the City Code of Ordinances or as 
permitted in Section 14-03.1-09(11) (Sidewalk Signs). 
The City Engineer is authorized to approve encroachment 
agreements for signs extending above a public right-of-
way. 

 Sight Triangles. Any sign in a sight triangle, 
as defined in Section 14-02-03 (Definitions) of the City 
Code of Ordinances, is subject to the following 
additional standards: 

i. No freestanding sign may visually 
obstruct the vertical space between three (3) feet 
and ten (10) feet above grade, with the exception 
of a pole or base with a diameter or longest 
horizontal cross-section of eight (8) inches or 
less. No sign face or other supporting structures 
may be located within said vertical space. 

ii. No wall signs or projecting signs shall 
be permitted, except where exempted in the downtown 
zoning districts. 

 Property Lines. No part of any sign, or 
necessary supports of a sign, may project across or over 
any property line. 
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 Easements. With the exception of portable 
signs, yard signs, site signs, and other signs of a 
temporary nature, no sign may be placed within or above 
any utility, access, stormwater and drainage, or any 
other easement encumbering use of the land, unless this 
provision is waived in writing by the City Engineer 
and/or all owners with rights to the easement. 

 Means of Egress. No sign may be placed or 
installed in such a way that obstructs any means of 
egress from windows or doors required by building or 
fire code. 

6. Restrictions on Content. All provisions of this 
chapter apply irrespective to the content or message of any 
sign, and no greater preference is conferred to commercial 
over non-commercial signs, except that the following content, 
without reference to the viewpoint of the speaker, shall not 
be displayed on any sign: 

 Text or images that may be reasonably confused 
with traffic control or public safety devices, including 
any sign that contains the words “stop,” “caution,” 
“danger,” or similar words hereby reserved for public 
safety. 

 Text or images that are obscene from the point 
of view of a typical person applying current standards 
of the community to the whole content of the sign; 
describe sexual or excretory functions, as defined by 
state law; and, taken as a whole, lack serious literary, 
artistic, political, or scientific value. 

 Text or images that are unlawful by local, 
state or federal law, including but not limited to 
slander, defamation, incitement to imminent lawless 
action, and true threats. 

7. Protection of Public Safety. A sign shall not 
resemble or interfere, to any degree, with the effectiveness 
of a traffic control device, sign or signal; shall not be 
placed beside or behind a traffic control device in a location 
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or at a height that makes a motorist’s view of a traffic 
control device indistinguishable from the sign; shall not 
obstruct or interfere with a motorist’s view of approaching, 
merging or intersecting traffic within the operational area 
of an intersection; and shall not have distracting flashing 
or moving lights so designed or lighted as to create a traffic 
hazard. 

8. Standards of Structure Not Applicable. Freestanding 
signs shall not be considered a structure and subject to 
dimensional requirements, such as setbacks and heights, 
applied to structures within Chapter 14-04 (District 
Regulations) of this Title. All dimensional standards for 
freestanding signs within this chapter shall take precedence. 

9. Off-Premise Content on Signs of Public Interest. 
Notwithstanding all other provisions of this chapter, 
permanent on-premise signs or temporary banners used by 
public or non-profit entities or used for community-wide 
events may include ancillary off-premise content, such as 
naming rights or sponsorships. 

 Agricultural Zoning District Standards. 

1. Purpose. The standards for signs in this section 
are intended to preserve the agricultural nature of this 
district and discourage any uses with direct commercial sales 
or services requiring signage. 

2. Application. No signs are permitted in the A – 
Agricultural zoning district, with the exception of: 

 Portable signs, subject to all requirements of 
Section 14-03.1-08(5) applicable to commercial zoning 
districts. 

 Any signs exempt under Section 14-03.1-03 of 
this ordinance. 

 Residential Zoning District Standards. 
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1. Purpose. The standards for signs in this section 
are intended to preserve the residential character of 
neighborhoods while allowing uses within this district the 
reasonable ability to identify themselves and promote 
activities occurring on premises. 

2. Application. In addition to general standards of 
this chapter, the provisions of this section apply only to 
permitted signs within residential zoning districts, as 
defined in this chapter. Certain street frontages in the P – 
Public zoning district are considered to be within a 
residential zoning district. 

3. Prohibited Signs. In addition to signs prohibited 
in Section 14-03.1-30 (Scope of Sign Provisions), the 
following signs are prohibited in residential zoning 
districts: 

 Off-premise advertising signs 

 Portable signs. 

4. Identification of Residential Areas. Signs used for 
the purposed of identifying residential subdivisions, 
multifamily complexes, or manufactured home parks are 
permitted, subject to the following standards: 

 Number. No more than two (2) signs shall be 
permitted for each entrance to a residential 
subdivision, or for each multifamily complex or 
manufactured home park. For the purposes of this 
section, residential subdivisions shall include all 
phases of staged developments that share a common name 
or identity. 

 Monument Sign Permitted. Only monument signs 
may be used to identify residential areas. 

 Entrances. The sign may only be located at an 
entrance to a residential subdivision, multifamily 
residential complex or manufactured home park. 
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 Sign Dimensions. The total area of the sign 
face shall not exceed sixty (60) square feet, and the 
sign may not exceed eight (8) feet in height. 

 Sign Materials. The base, supports, and face 
of the sign shall be constructed of durable, weather-
resistant materials. 

 Landscaping. All monument signs shall be 
provided with landscaping around the base of the sign. 

 Dimensional Lettering. The sign must be 
dimensional in nature, utilizing letters, numerals, 
and/or imagery that are either raised or engraved 
relative to the plane of sign face.  

 Maintenance Responsibility. Ongoing 
responsibility for maintenance and upkeep of the sign 
shall be assigned to a private entity with sufficient 
rights and capacity to complete said duties. The Zoning 
Administrator reserves the right to request any 
documents of an association and to make a determination 
regarding its ability to comply. 

5. Signs for Non-Residential Uses. On-premise 
advertising signs are permitted in residential zoning 
districts on properties with non-residential uses, other than 
home occupations, such as schools and religious institutions, 
subject to the following standards: 

a. Area of Signs. The total allowable sign area 
in residential zoning districts shall by as follows: 

i. Primary Street Frontage. The total 
allowable sign area on a primary street frontage 
is one-half (½) square foot of sign area for every 
one (1) linear foot of street frontage. 

ii. Secondary Street Frontage. The total 
allowable sign area on a secondary street frontage 
is one-quarter (¼) square foot of sign area for 
every one (1) linear foot of street frontage.  
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iii. Small Lot Exception. A wall sign of up to 
20 square feet may be permitted on any street 
frontage, notwithstanding requirements of this 
section. 

b. Freestanding Signs. Freestanding signs shall 
be subject to the following provisions: 

i. Number. One (1) freestanding sign may be 
permitted per street frontage, up to a maximum of 
two (2) signs on any parcel. 

ii. Height of Sign. The overall height of a 
freestanding sign shall not exceed twenty (20) 
feet. 

iii. Setback of Sign. All parts of a pole sign 
shall be setback from the front property line a 
distance at least the height of the sign. A 
monument sign shall not be subject to any setback 
additional to what may be required in Section 14-
03.1-05. 

iv. Landscaping. All monument signs shall be 
provided with landscaping around the base of the 
sign. 

v. Clearance. Pole signs that are greater 
than three (3) feet in height shall have a 
clearance of at least eight (8) feet, except where 
required to be greater within a sight triangle. 

c. Wall Signs. Wall signs shall be subject to the 
following provisions: 

i. Number. One (1) wall sign may be 
permitted per street frontage, up to a maximum of 
four (4) signs on any parcel, subject to the 
following standards: 

ii. Principal Building. Signs may only be 
affixed to the principal building on the property, 
and may not be affixed to any accessory buildings. 
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iii. Placement of Sign. The face of a wall 
sign shall be parallel to the plane of the wall 
it is mounted on and shall not project above or 
beyond the wall it is mounted on. 

iv. Dimensional Lettering. Wall signs must be 
dimensional in nature, utilizing letters, 
numerals, and/or imagery that are either raised 
or engraved from the plane of the sign face. 

d. Electronic Message Center Signs. The following 
provisions apply to electronic message center signs 
within residential zoning districts or within one-
hundred and fifty (150) feet of a residential zoning 
district, as measured from any part of the sign to the 
nearest property line within any residential zoning 
district: 

i. Special Use Permit. A special use permit 
shall be required, subject to all procedures of 
Section 14-03-08 (Special Uses) of the City Code 
of Ordinances. 

ii. Sign Type. Electronic message center 
signs may only be incorporated into on-premise 
pole signs, monument signs, or wall signs.  
Electronic message center signs shall not be 
located on projecting signs, portable signs, or 
any other temporary signs, with the exception of 
demonstrations allowed by Section 14-03.1-03(3). 
No off-premise advertising may occur on electronic 
message center signs. 

iii. Number of Signs. Only one (1) electronic 
message center sign shall be allowed per parcel. 

iv. Area of Signs. the electronic message 
center portion of a sign shall not exceed thirty-
two (32) square feet in area. 

v. Proportion of Sign. Electronic message 
centers may only be included on pole signs that 
also contain static content. The electronic 
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portion of the sign may not exceed fifty (50) 
percent of the entire sign area, and must be 
entirely below the static portion of the sign. 
Electronic Message Center signs used as wall signs 
are exempt from this requirement. 

e. Operational Requirements. Electronic message 
center signs shall be subject to the following 
operational requirements: 

i. Brightness. The sign shall not exceed a 
maximum illumination level of 0.3 foot-candles 
above ambient light levels. 

ii. Frame Hold Time. The sign shall have a 
frame hold time of no less than three (3) seconds 
between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. The sign shall 
hold on a constant frame or be turned off between 
9:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.  

iii. Effects. The sign shall be limited to 
instantaneous or continuous fading transitions 
from one static frame to another static frame 
without the use of any frame entrance, exit or 
hold effects or the use of any animation or 
background animation.  

iv. Video. The use of streaming video or 
full-motion video on any electronic message 
center sign is prohibited. 

f. Sign Features. Electronic message center signs 
shall be equipped with the following features: 

i. A default mechanism that shall freeze the 
sign in one position as a static message if a 
malfunction occurs; and 

ii. A mechanism able to automatically adjust 
the illuminative brightness of the display 
according to ambient light conditions by means of 
a light detector/photocell. 
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6. Portable Signs. In addition to general standards of 
Section 14-03.1-05, the following provisions apply to all 
portable signs in residential zoning districts: 

 A special use permit is obtained from the City 
of Bismarck Planning and Zoning Commission, subject to 
all requirements of Section 14-03-08, to verify that the 
placement and design of proposed portable sign(s) does 
not have a negative impact on the surrounding 
neighborhood. The term of any special use permit may not 
exceed two (2) years. 

 All requirements pertaining to portable signs 
in commercial zoning districts in Section 14-03.1-08(5) 
are met. 

 Commercial Zoning District Standards. 

1. Purpose. The standards for signs in this section 
are intended to afford the greatest degree of flexibility for 
signs in areas with commercial or industrial activity while 
still adhering to the other purpose of this chapter. 

2. Application. In addition to general standards of 
this chapter, the provisions of this section apply only to 
permitted signs within commercial zoning districts or 
industrial zoning districts, as defined in this chapter. 

3. On-Premise Advertising Signs. In addition to 
general standards of Section 14-03.1-05, the following 
provisions apply to all on-premise advertising signs, 
excluding portable signs. 

 Freestanding Signs. Freestanding signs, 
including pole signs and monument signs, are permitted 
according to the following provisions: 

i. Number: Pole signs shall be limited to 
one (1) pole sign per street frontage per parcel, 
and monument signs shall be limited to one (1) 
monument sign per street frontage per parcel. 
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Multiple businesses operating on-premises may be 
advertised on any single sign. 

ii. Area. There is no maximum allowable sign 
area within commercial zoning districts. 

iii. Setback. Freestanding signs are not 
subject to any setback additional to what may be 
required in Section 14-03.1-05. 

iv. Height. The following height 
requirements shall apply, based on the zoning 
district within which the sign is located: 

a. In the CA – Commercial, HM – Health 
and Medical, and RT – Residential zoning 
districts, freestanding signs shall not exceed 
thirty (30) feet in height. 

b. In the CG – Commercial, MA – 
Industrial, and MB – Industrial zoning 
districts, freestanding signs shall not exceed 
fifty (50) feet in height. 

v. Interstate-Oriented Freestanding Sign. 
Notwithstanding the requirements of this section, 
a freestanding sign may be installed at a height of 
no greater than eight (80) feet, subject to the 
following additional standards: 

 A special use permit is obtained 
from the City of Bismarck Planning and Zoning 
Commission, subject to all requirements of 
Section 14-03-08.  

 The sign is oriented toward and 
within six hundred and sixty (660) feet of an 
Interstate. 

 All permitting requirements of 
Section 14-03.1-04 of this chapter that are 
applicable to off-premise advertising signs 
are submitted, including street 
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visualizations and verification of public 
safety. 

 The sign does not contain an 
electronic message center displayed above 
fifty (50) feet in height. 

vi. Clearance. Pole signs that are greater 
than three (3) feet in height shall have a clearance 
of at least eight (8) feet, except where required 
to be greater within a sight triangle. 

 Wall Signs. Wall signs are permitted in 
commercial zoning districts and industrial zoning 
districts according to the following provisions: 

i. Number: There is no limit to the number 
of wall signs on a parcel in commercial zoning 
districts or industrial zoning districts. 

ii. Area. There is no maximum allowable wall 
sign area in commercial zoning districts or 
industrial zoning districts. 

iii. Setback There are no setbacks required 
for wall signs in commercial zoning districts or 
industrial zoning districts. 

iv. Height. There are no height limits for 
wall signs in commercial zoning districts or 
industrial zoning districts. 

v. Principal Building. Wall signs may only 
be affixed to a principal building on the property, 
and may not be affixed to any accessory buildings. 

vi. Placement of Sign. The face of a wall 
sign shall be parallel to the plane of the wall it 
is mounted on and shall not project above or beyond 
the wall it is mounted on. 

 Projecting Signs. Projecting signs are 
permitted in commercial zoning districts and industrial 
zoning districts according to the following provisions. 
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For the purposes of this section, projecting signs 
include signs that are attached to or displayed on an 
awning: 

i. Number: There is no limit to the number 
of projecting signs on a parcel in commercial 
zoning districts or industrial zoning districts. 

ii. Area. There is no maximum allowable 
projecting sign area in commercial zoning districts 
or industrial zoning districts. 

iii. Setback There are no setbacks required 
for projecting signs in commercial zoning districts 
or industrial zoning districts. Projecting signs 
may extend into a required setback and are not 
considered part of a structure for the purpose of 
determining setbacks. 

iv. Height. There are no height limits for 
projecting signs in commercial zoning districts or 
industrial zoning districts. 

v. Extension. A sign may not project from 
the face of any building or structure a distance of 
more than six (6) feet.  

vi. Clearance. Projecting signs shall have a 
clearance of at least eight (8) feet, except where 
required to be greater within a sight triangle. A 
projecting sign may not extend above a driving, 
loading or parking lane or area. 

 Electronic Message Center Signs. The following 
provisions apply to electronic message center signs 
within commercial zoning districts or industrial zoning 
districts, with the exception of electronic message 
center signs located within one hundred and fifty (150) 
feet of any residential zoning district, as measured 
from any part of the sign to the nearest property line 
within any residential zoning district, which are 
subject to residential requirements for electronic 
message center signs in Section 14-03.1-07(5)d. 
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i. Sign Type. Electronic message center 
signs may only be incorporated into on-premise pole 
signs, monument signs, or wall signs.  Electronic 
message center signs shall not be located on 
projecting signs, portable signs, or any other 
temporary signs, with the exception of 
demonstrations allowed by Section 14-03.1-03(3). No 
off-premise advertising may occur on electronic 
message center signs. Digital off-premise 
advertising signs are defined independently and 
subject to requirements of Section 14-03.1-08(4). 

ii. Number of Signs. No more than one (1) 
electronic message center sign shall be allowed per 
street frontage per parcel.  

iii. Area of Sign. The electronic message 
center sign portion of any sign shall not exceed 
the area specified in the table below, which is 
based on the zoning district in which the sign is 
located and the functional classification of the 
roadway toward which the sign is oriented. 

 

 Zoning District 

Functional Class 
of Road 

MA or 
MB 
Indust
rial 

CG 
Commer
cial 

CA 
Commer
cial 

HM 
Health 
Medica
l 

RT 
Reside
ntial 

Interstate 100 SF 100 SF 72 SF N/A 48 SF 
Principal Arterial 100 SF 100 SF 72 SF 32 SF 32 SF 
Minor Arterial 72 SF 72 SF 48 SF 32 SF 32 SF 
Collector 48 SF 48 SF 32 SF 32 SF 32 SF 
Local 32 SF 32 SF 32 SF 32 SF 32 SF 

 

iv. Proportion of Sign. Electronic message 
center signs may only be included on pole signs 
that also contain static content. The electronic 
portion of the sign may not exceed fifty (50) of 
the entire sign area, and must be entirely below 
the static portion of the sign. Electronic message 
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center signs used as wall signs are exempt from 
this requirement. 

v. Operational Requirements. Electronic 
message center signs shall be subject to the 
following operational requirements:   

 Brightness. The sign shall not 
exceed a maximum illumination level of 0.3 
foot-candles above ambient light levels. 

 Frame Hold Time. The sign shall have 
a frame hold time of no less than one (1) 
second.  The use of animation and background 
animation is allowed and is not subject to the 
one (1) second frame hold time requirement.   

 Effects. Special effects may be used 
to transition from one frame to another, 
provided said entrance effects result in all 
of the text within the frame appearing at once 
or in the order that the text is normally read, 
including, but not limited to, scrolling from 
right to left or scrolling from bottom to top 
entrance effects.  Entrance effects where all 
of the text within the frame does not appear 
at once or in the order that the text is 
normally read are prohibited, including, but 
not limited to, scrolling from left to right, 
scrolling from top to bottom, and entrance 
effects referred to as slot machine, slots, 
splice, mesh, radar, kaleidoscope and spin. 
There are no limitations on the types of exit 
effects used.  Except for such transitions, 
each frame shall remain static with no 
additional frame or hold effects applied to 
text within the frame, including, but not 
limited to, the fading or flashing on any part 
of the message and hold effects referred to as 
flash, spin, twinkle, wavy and rumble.  The 
use of bijou lights as a frame effect is 
allowed. 
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 Video. The use of full-motion video 
is prohibited. 

vi. Sign Features. Electronic message center 
signs shall be equipped with the following 
features: 

 A default mechanism that shall 
freeze the sign in one position as a static 
message if a malfunction occurs; and 

 A mechanism able to automatically 
adjust the illuminative brightness of the 
display according to ambient light conditions 
by means of a light detector/photocell. 

4. Off-Premise Advertising Signs. In addition to 
general standards of Section 14-03.1-05, the following 
provisions shall apply specifically to all off-premise 
advertising signs: 

 Zoning Districts Permitted. Off-premise 
advertising signs are only permitted in any CG - 
Commercial, MA - Industrial, or MB - Industrial zoning 
district. Off-premise advertising signs are prohibited 
in the CA – Commercial, RT – Residential, and HM – Health 
Medical zoning districts. 

 State Approval Required. The sign meets 
provisions outlined in Chapter 24-17 of the North Dakota 
Century Code (NDCC) and a permit has been issued by the 
North Dakota Department of Transportation, where 
required. 

 Front Yard Setback. Off-premise advertising 
signs shall not be subject to front yard setback 
requirements for each zoning district, but the entirety 
of the sign shall be set back at least fifteen (15) feet 
from any property line fronting a street, except that 
off-premise advertising signs oriented toward Interstate 
94 (not business loop) are exempted from this front yard 
setback requirement. 
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 Roadway Functional Class. Off-premise 
advertising signs may only be located adjacent to a minor 
or principal arterial roadway. If the right-of-way of an 
arterial roadway includes a local or frontage roadway, 
the sign may be adjacent to said local or frontage 
roadway.  

 Sign Area. Each sign face may not exceed three 
hundred (300) square feet in area, sixteen (16) feet in 
height or thirty (30) feet in width, with the exception 
of off-premise advertising signs oriented toward 
Interstate 94 (not business loop) or Bismarck Expressway 
east of the intersection with Airport Road, which may 
not exceed six hundred and seventy-two (672) square feet 
in area, sixteen (16) feet in height or fifty (50) feet 
in width. In addition, no off-premise advertising sign 
face may be less than two hundred (200) square feet in 
area. 

 Extensions to Signs. A non-digital off-premise 
advertising sign may have up to an additional twenty 
percent (20%) of the sign face area on the perimeter of 
the sign face for extension elements.  All sign extension 
space shall be of the same material as the sign face.   

 Number of Faces. The sign shall have no more 
than two (2) faces.  

 Height of Signs. The sign shall not exceed 
fifty (50) feet in height, and the sign face shall have 
a clearance of at least ten (10) feet. 

 Spacing. Any and all parts of the sign, 
whether static or digital, shall be located at least 
three hundred (300) feet from any part of an existing or 
approved off-premise advertising sign, whether static or 
digital; at least two hundred (200) feet from the center 
point of any intersection of an arterial and an arterial 
and/or collector roadway; and at least five hundred 
(500) feet from the nearest right-of-way of an 
interstate interchange. In addition, all parts of a 
digital off-premise advertising sign shall be located at 
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least twelve hundred (1,200) feet from any part of an 
existing or approved digital off-premise advertising 
sign. Distance is measured as the linear distance along 
the centerline of the roadway toward which the sign is 
oriented. The distance shall be measured between any two 
signs on the same or opposite sides of this roadway. 

 Residential Setback. The sign shall be located 
at least three hundred (300) feet from any residential 
zoning district, as measured from any part of the sign 
to the nearest property line within any residential 
zoning district. 

 No Obstruction of View. The sign shall not 
obstruct any other existing sign, either off-premise or 
on-premise. 

 Digital Signs. Digital off-premise 
advertising signs shall meet the following additional 
standards:   

i. The sign shall have a frame hold time of 
no less than seven (7) seconds and must transition 
instantaneously from one static image to another 
static image without any special effects.  The use 
of streaming video, full-motion video, animation or 
frame effects is prohibited. 

ii. The sign shall have a default mechanism 
that shall freeze the sign in one position as a 
static message if a malfunction occurs; and 

iii. The sign shall have a mechanism able to 
automatically adjust the illuminative brightness of 
the display according to ambient light conditions 
by means of a light detector/photocell. 

iv. The sign shall not exceed a maximum 
illumination level of 0.3 foot-candles above 
ambient light levels. 

 Conversion of Type. A separate sign permit 
shall be required for the conversion of any existing 
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non-digital off-premise advertising sign to a digital 
off-premise advertising sign. An existing non-conforming 
sign must meet all requirements outlined in this chapter 
prior to approval of a sign permit. 

5. Portable Signs. In addition to general standards of 
Section 14-03.1-05, the following provisions apply to all 
portable signs in commercial zoning districts or industrial 
zoning districts: 

 On-Premise. Portable signs may only be used as 
on-premise signs, unless a portable sign is used to 
inform or promote a community-wide event as defined in 
this chapter. 

 Spacing. Portable signs shall be placed with 
a minimum spacing of one hundred (100) feet between 
portable signs on a parcel. 

 Dimensions. Portable sign faces shall not 
exceed sixty (60) square feet in area, and the sign, 
including all supporting structures, shall not exceed 
eight (8) feet in height. Lettering may not extend beyond 
the face of the sign. 

 Duration. Portable signs may only be displayed 
at any location for three hundred (300) days within any 
calendar year. Each location must be vacated of all 
portable signs for the remaining sixty-five (65) days of 
each calendar year. For the purposes of this section, a 
location shall be defined as a street frontage of a 
parcel or portion thereof within which a sign may be 
legally placed and meet all spacing requirements. 

 Electricity. Portable signs may not be wired 
to received electricity, produce electricity, or contain 
any batteries. 

 Parking. Portable signs shall not obstruct a 
parking space required to meet the provisions of Section 
14-03-10 (Off-Street Parking and Loading) of the City 
Code of Ordinances. 
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 Identification. The name and telephone number 
of the owner of any portable sign must be clearly 
displayed while in use. 

 Downtown Zoning District Standards.  

1. Purpose. The standards for signs in this section 
are intended to encourage signs that are scaled and oriented 
predominantly toward pedestrians, complementary to the 
existing context of the downtown streetscape, and aligned 
with the goals and objectives of the Downtown Design 
Guidelines.  

2. Application. In addition to general standards of 
this chapter, the provisions of this section apply only to 
permitted signs within downtown zoning districts, as defined 
in this chapter. 

3. Prohibited Signs. In addition to signs prohibited 
in Section 14-03.1-30(4), the following signs are prohibited 
in downtown zoning districts: 

 Off-premise advertising signs. 

 Electronic message center signs. 

 Portable signs, excluding sidewalk signs. 

 Feather flag signs. 

 Air-blown signs.  

4. Area of Sign. The total allowable sign area for on-
premise advertising signs shall be as follows: 

 Downtown Core. In the DC - Downtown Core 
zoning district, the following measurements apply: 

i. Primary Street Frontage. The total 
allowable sign area on a primary street building 
frontage is two and a half (2 ½) square feet of 
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sign area for every one (1) linear foot of street 
frontage. 

ii. Secondary Street Frontage. The total 
allowable sign area on a secondary street building 
frontage is (1) square foot of sign area for every 
one (1) linear foot of street frontage. 

 Downtown Fringe. In the DF - Downtown Fringe 
zoning district, the following measurements apply: 

i. Primary Street Frontage. The total 
allowable sign area on a primary street building 
frontage is one (1) square foot of sign area for 
every one (1) linear foot of street frontage. 

ii. Secondary Street Frontage. The total 
allowable sign area on a secondary street building 
frontage is one-half (½) square foot of sign area 
for every one (1) linear foot of street frontage. 

5. Dimensional Lettering. All signs in downtown zoning 
districts, except as herein exempted, including wall signs, 
projecting signs, pole signs, and monument signs are required 
to be dimensional, utilizing raised letters, numerals, and/or 
imagery. 

 Relief of Lettering. Lettering greater than 
six (6) inches in height must protrude at least one (1) 
inch from the base surface of the sign.  Lettering 
greater than three (3) inches in height must likewise 
protrude at least one-half (½) inch, and lettering three 
(3) inches or less in height or supplemental lettering 
or imagery with narrow text or lines may be installed 
flush to the surface of the sign face. 

 Exemptions. The following types of permitted 
signs are exempt from dimensional lettering 
requirements: 

i. Signs that are internally illuminated. 

ii. Signs painted on the wall of a building. 
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iii. Sidewalk signs. 

iv. Signs on an awning of light material that 
is not suitable for supporting dimensional 
lettering. 

v. All permit exempt signs. 

6. Wall Signs. Wall signs are permitted in downtown 
zoning districts according to the following provisions: 

 The face of a wall sign shall be parallel to 
the plane of the wall it is mounted on and shall not 
project above or beyond the wall it is mounted on. 

 All signs placed against exterior walls of 
buildings and structures may not protrude more than 
twelve (12) inches from a wall's surface. 

 Signs painted directly on exterior walls or 
surfaces of a building are allowed, provided such signs 
are not located on the front façade of the building and 
the building is not an historic structure, as defined in 
this Title. 

7. Awning Signs.  Signs placed on or attached to an 
awning are permitted in downtown zoning districts according 
to the following provisions: 

 No awning may extend into the sidewalk further 
than two (2) feet from the back of the street curb. 

 Any awning shall generally be located within 
a window and/or door recess. 

 The shape, color, and material of any awning 
shall complement the overall architectural design of the 
building and conform to the Downtown Design Guidelines. 

 A sign may be attached beneath an awning, 
provided sufficient structural support for the weight of 
the sign existing and the sign does not extend more than 
one (1) foot below the lowest point of the awning. 
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 All signs attached to or hanging below 
canopies must maintain a clearance at least eight (8) 
feet must be provided below all parts of the sign. 

 Signs on sloped canopies shall be encouraged 
to be placed on the vertical band or the valance of the 
awning and shall be discouraged on the sloped portion. 

8. Projecting Signs. Projecting signs are permitted in 
downtown zoning districts according to the following 
provisions: 

 A sign may not project from the face of any 
building or structure a distance of more than four (4) 
feet.  

 Projecting signs shall have a clearance of at 
least eight (8) feet, and no part of any projecting sign 
may be above the sill of any second floor window of the 
building or the parapet of the roof of the building. 

 A projecting sign may not be permitted in an 
alley, unless the primary public access to the business 
or firm is obtained from the alley. 

9. Monument Signs. Monument signs are permitted in 
downtown zoning districts according to the following 
provisions: 

 A monument sign or any part thereof may not 
exceed eight (8) feet in height, recognizing that a lower 
maximum height is required in sight triangles 

 Monument signs shall be constructed of brick, 
stone, or a similar durable material complementary to 
the building material. 

 No more than one (1) monument sign may be 
installed per street frontage on any lot or parcel. 
Parcels with multiple street frontages are permitted an 
additional monument sign for each additional frontage. 
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10. Pole signs. Pole signs are permitted in downtown 
zoning districts according to the following provisions: 

 A pole sign may not be more than twenty (20) 
feet in height.  

 Pole signs of greater than three (3) feet in 
height shall have a clearance of at least eight (8) feet, 
except where a greater clearance is required in sight 
triangles. 

 No more than one (1) pole sign may be installed 
on any parcel.  

 The visible supports of any pole sign shall be 
enclosed or covered with a decorative sheathing. 

11. Sidewalk Signs:  Sidewalk signs are permitted in 
downtown districts within the public right-of-way according 
to the following provisions: 

a. One (1) sidewalk sign is allowed per business 
or organization occupying an adjoining property. 

b. All sidewalk signs must be portable and may 
not be affixed to the ground or any streetscape elements, 
such as signs or trees.  

c. The maximum width of a sidewalk sign shall be 
two (2) feet, six (6) inches and the maximum height shall 
be four (4) feet.  

d. A sidewalk sign shall be placed only where a 
minimum width of four (4) continuous feet for pedestrian 
movements and all requirements of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act can be maintained. 

e. Sidewalk signs may be placed on the sidewalk 
only during hours of operation and must be removed during 
non-business hours. 

f. Sidewalk signs shall not be illuminated. 
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g. Sidewalk signs may not be placed in a location 
that creates a safety hazard by limiting visibility for 
pedestrians or motorists or obstructing any building 
ingress or egress. 

h. Streamers, flags, or banners shall not be 
attached to any sidewalk sign or use the sign as an 
anchor. 

12. Downtown Design Review. All signs in the downtown 
districts shall be subject to the City's downtown design 
review procedures in accordance with the provisions of 
Sections 14-04-21.1(4) (DC - Downtown Core Zoning District) 
and 14-04-21.2(4) (DF – Downtown Fringe Zoning District) of 
the City Code of Ordinances.  

a. The Downtown Design Review Committee may 
delegate design review of any application for a sign 
permit or permit-exempt sign to the Building Official.  

b. The Downtown Design Review Committee may waive 
any provision of this section, or impose additional 
requirements, as a condition of any design approval, for 
reasons including aligning with surrounding context, 
preserving historic integrity, allowing unique and 
creative expression, or any other objective of the 
Downtown Design Guidelines. Any such waiver shall be 
recorded in the minutes of the meeting and enforced by 
the Building Inspections Division.  

c. An applicant may appeal a decision of the 
Downtown Design Review Committee in a similar manner to 
any appeal of an advisory board. 

 Non-Conforming Signs. 

1. Application. Any existing permanent sign that does 
not currently conform to a provision or provisions of this 
ordinance, and did conform to all applicable regulations at 
the time of said sign’s installation or most recent 



63 
 

alteration, relocation, or reconstruction shall be considered 
a non-conforming sign. Portable or temporary signs may not be 
considered non-conforming. 

2. Continuation. A non-conforming sign may continue to 
exist in its vested form, place, and operation and shall not 
be considered in violation of this ordinance, unless rendered 
in violation on the basis of this section. 

3. Maintenance and Change of Message. Activities that 
are permit-exempt under Section 14-03.1-03 or any change of 
message content may be performed on a non-conforming sign 
only if the activity does not increase the extent to which 
the sign does not comply with ordinance requirements. 

4. Technological Upgrades. Any electronic elements of 
a non-conforming electronic message center or digital off-
premise advertising sign may be replaced or upgraded, 
provided the overall dimensions, orientation, and location of 
the screen is not altered and the operation of the sign is in 
compliance with all provisions of this ordinance. 

5. Relocation. A non-conforming sign may not be 
relocated or reoriented, unless the sign in its new location 
or orientation complies with all provisions of this 
ordinance. Temporary removal and replacement of a sign for 
repair purposes shall not be considered relocation. 

6. Alteration. A non-conforming sign may not be 
enlarged or altered, except as allowed by this section. 
Electronic components or illumination may not be added to a 
non-conforming sign where none previously existed. 

7. Reconstruction. A damaged non-conforming sign may 
be rebuilt or reconstructed to resemble its previous 
condition only if the following conditions are met:  

 The cost of reconstruction does not exceed 
fifty (50) percent of the replacement cost of the sign 
at the time of damage. 
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 The reconstructed sign is not enlarged or 
altered such that the sign is non-compliant with the 
provisions of the ordinance to a greater extent than the 
sign was prior to damage. 

Section 6. Repeal.  Chapter 4-04 of the Code of Ordinances of 
the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, relating to signs and outdoor 
display structures, is hereby repealed in its entirety, with the 
chapter number reserved for future use. 

CHAPTER 4-04 
SIGNS AND OUTDOOR DISPLAY STRUCTURES 

 
 4-04-01.  Adoption of The International Building Code 
Appendix H, Signs.  There is hereby adopted by the City of Bismarck 
and incorporated by reference herein the most recent adoption of 
the International Building Code (IBC), Appendix H as developed by 
the International Code Council except those portions hereinafter 
deleted, modified or amended.  One copy must be on file in the 
office of the City Administrator.  
(Ord. 4283, 9-05-89; Ord. 4452, 07-21-92; Ord. 4688, 05-23-95; Ord. 4911, 05-26-98; Ord. 5316, 05-25-04; Ord. 
5945, 02-26-13; Ord. 6191, 03-08-16) 
 
 4-04-02.  Subsequent Editions.  Subsequent editions of the 
code adopted by provisions of the chapter shall be considered 
adopted and in force and effect upon approval thereof by the board 
and the filing of one copy in the office of the City Administrator.  
(Ord. 4688, 05-23-95; Ord. 5316, 05-25-04) 
 
 4-04-03.  Conflicts.  In event of any conflict between the 
provisions of the code adopted by this chapter and applicable 
provisions of the state law or city ordinances, rules and 
regulations, the provisions of city ordinances, rules and 
regulations shall prevail and be controlling.  
(Ord. 5316, 05-25-04) 
 
 4-04-04.  Amendment to The Code.  The International Sign Code 
is hereby amended as follows:  
 
  Definitions is hereby amended to add the following 

definitions:  
 
  Awning:  Is a temporary shelter supported entirely from 

the exterior wall of a building with a non-combustible 
frame covered with cloth or metal. The awning shall be 



65 
 

collapsible, retractable or capable of being folded 
against the face of the supporting building.  

 
  Canopy:  Any structure, other than an awning made of 

metal or other non-combustible materials, attached to a 
building, projecting over a thoroughfare.  

 
  Canopy Sign:  Any sign placed directly below and 

supported by a canopy.  
 
  Closed Sign:  A display sign in which the entire area is 

solid or tightly enclosed or covered.  
 

Digital Off-Premise Advertising Sign:  An off-premise 
advertising sign with a digital display of information 
that is capable of displaying multiple static images 
sequentially and is controlled by electronic 
communications.  A sign with one digital face and one 
static face shall be considered a digital off-premise 
advertising sign.   
 
Electronic Message Center Sign:  An on-premise 
advertising sign with a digital display of information 
that is capable of displaying characters, letters or 
illustrations and can be electronically changed by 
remote or automatic means.  A message sign with a digital 
display of information located within the public right-
of-way that provides information to motorists and is 
operated by a governmental entity is not an electronic 
message center sign, a sign with a digital display of 
time and temperature only is not an electronic message 
center sign, and a sign with a static digital display of 
fuel prices only is not an electronic message center 
sign.  
 
Facing or Surface:  The surface of a sign upon,  against, 
or through which the message is displayed or illustrated 
on the sign.  
 
Feather Flag Sign: a freestanding sign typically 
constructed of a single plastic or metal shaft driven in 
the ground or fixed to a weighted base and with an 
attached pennant that is vertically elongated and 
attached to the shaft. 
 
Flashing:  A pattern of changing light illumination 
where the sign illumination alternates suddenly between 
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fully illuminated and fully non-illuminated for the 
purpose of drawing attention to the sign. 
 
Frame Effect:  A visual effect on an electronic message 
center sign applied to a single frame or to transition 
from one frame to the next. 
 
Frame Hold Time:  The duration or interval of time during 
which each individual advertisement or message is 
displayed on any sign which is capable of sequentially 
displaying more than one advertisement or message on its 
display surface. 

 
  Marquee Sign:  A sign attached to the face of a marquee 

and contained complete within the borderline of the 
marquee's outer edges.  

 
Monument Sign: a freestanding sign supported by a base 
of at least seventy-five (75) percent of the sign width 
with the sign face located less than eight (8) feet from 
the ground. 

 
NIT:  A unit of illuminative brightness equal to one 
candela (12.5 lumens) per square meter, measured 
perpendicular to the rays of the source. 

 
  Off Premise Advertising Sign:  A ground sign, as defined 

in the most recent adoption of the International 
Building Code (IBC), advertising, or intending to 
advertise, any goods or services that are not associated 
with the use of the premises.  An off-premise advertising 
sign may be static, digital, illuminated, non-
illuminated or any combination thereof. 

 
  On-Premise Advertising Sign:  A sign advertising the 

business, person, service or product of the building or 
land upon which it is located, or identifying the 
premises or goods manufactured, produced, or services 
rendered thereon. 
 
Pole Sign: a freestanding sign resting on or supported 
by single pole or other vertical structure with a sign 
face located more than eight (8) feet from the ground. 

 
  Political Campaign Signs:  In order to balance the free 

speech rights of citizens regarding candidate choices or 
ballot measures to be decided at special, primary or 
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general elections with the interests of the city in 
maintaining a safe and clean environment for its 
citizens, the commission adopts the following rules with 
respect to political campaign signs placed in 
residential areas:  Political campaign signs placed in 
residential districts must be removed within 10 days 
following the election.  Political campaign signs in 
residential areas shall be limited to a total of sixteen 
square feet exclusive of supports.  Political campaign 
signs may not be placed upon the public right-of-way or 
upon any publically owned property and may not be placed 
in the area of a sight triangle, as defined in Ordinance 
14-02-03, so as to obstruct the sight lines of vehicles. 

   
Portable Sign: a sign which is constructed so as to be 
movable, either by skids, wheels, truck or other 
conveyance; a sign which does not have a permanent 
foundation or is otherwise permanently fastened to the 
ground and/or which is not wired for electricity in 
accordance with the sign code. When on a trailer, the 
removal of the wheels or undercarriage does not place 
the sign in another category, neither does the anchoring 
of the sign by means of concrete blocks, sandbags, or 
other types of temporary anchors. 

 
Projecting Sign: a sign that is wholly or partly 
dependent upon a building or structure for support and 
which projects outward from the surface of the building 
in a direction perpendicular to the surface. 

 
Public Art:  a painting, sculpture, mosaic, mural or 
other work of visual art visible from a public right-
of-way or outdoor public space. 
 

  Real Estate Signs:  Real estate signs in residential  
districts designating property for sale shall be limited 
to a total of eight square feet exclusive of support. 

 
  Exception:  Subdivision development signs in developing 

areas of the city may be permitted for a period of no 
more than twelve months.  Such signs shall be limited to 
144 square feet in size.  A permit shall be obtained for 
the location and placement of such signs. 

 
Roof Sign: A sign that is mounted on the roof of a 
building which is wholly dependent upon a building for 
support and which projects above the parapet of a 
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building for a flat roof, the eave line of a building 
with gable roof, or the deck line of a building with a 
mansard roof. 

 
Sidewalk Sign: a portable sign typically designed with 
an A-frame structure placed on the sidewalk or boulevard 
area of a public right-of-way, associated with an 
abutting commercial establishment. 
 
Sight Triangle:  An area of unobstructed vision at the 
intersections of streets, alleys and driveways.  The 
purpose of the sight triangle is to ensure visibility 
for operators of motor vehicles, bicycles and 
pedestrians on intersecting streets, driveways and 
alleys.   
 
For any use on a corner lot, the sight triangle is the 
triangle formed by measuring from the point of 
intersection of the two (2) property lines a distance of 
twenty-five (25) feet in both directions along the 
street right-of-way lines and connecting the points to 
form a sight triangle on the area of the lot adjacent to 
the street intersection.   
 
For a commercial, industrial, institutional or multi-
family use on a lot at the intersection of a street and 
an alley, the sight triangle is the triangle formed by 
measuring from the point of intersection of the two (2) 
property lines a distance of fifteen (15) feet along the 
street right-of-way line and a distance of fifteen 
(15)feet along the alley right-of-way line and 
connecting the points to form a sight triangle on the 
area of the lot adjacent to the intersection of the 
street and alley. 
 
For a commercial, industrial, institutional or multi-
family use with a driveway, the sight triangle is the 
triangle formed by measuring from the point of 
intersection of the property line adjacent to a street 
and the edge of the driveway a distance of fifteen (15) 
feet in along the street right-of-way line and a distance 
of fifteen (15) feet along the edge of the driveway and 
connecting the points to form a sight triangle on the 
area of the lot adjacent to the intersection of the 
street and the driveway.   
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For commercial, industrial, institutional or multi-
family uses, the City engineer may require a greater 
sight triangle than indicated above on a case-by-case 
basis when it is warranted based on the posted speed and 
traffic volumes on the adjacent roadway, topography, 
sight distances or any other engineering concern.   
 
Sign Face: The entire surface area of the sign that is 
used to identify, advertise or communicate information 
for visual representation and is visible from any one 
direction.    

 
  Spite Sign:  Any sign erected solely for the specific 

purpose of hiding or covering from the view of the public 
an adjacent or nearby sign.  
 

  Temporary Sign:  A display sign banner, or other 
advertising device constructed of cloth, canvas, fabric 
or other light temporary material, with or without a 
structural frame intended for a limited period of 
display, including decorative displays for holidays, 
public demonstrations, business sales, promotions, 
relocations, etc.  Portable signs, or signs that are not 
affixed to the ground or a structure and are readily 
movable shall be considered temporary signs.  

 
Transition Time:  The duration or interval of time 
between which each individual advertisement or message 
is displayed on any sign which is capable of sequentially 
displaying more than one advertisement or message on its 
display surface. 
   
Wall Sign: a sign fastened to the wall of a building or 
structure in such a manner that the wall becomes the 
supporting structure for, or forms a background surface 
of, the sign. 

 
Window Sign: a sign affixed to the inside or outside of 
an exterior window or located in the interior of a 
building, within twelve (12) inches of a window, and 
oriented outside the window. 

(Ord. 4283, 09-05-89; Ord. 4328, 04-24-90; Ord. 4688, 05-23-95; Ord. 5316, 05-25-04; Ord. 5704, 02-10-09; Ord. 
5945, 02-26-13; Ord. 6036, 03-11-14; Ord. 6191, 03-08-16; Ord. 6272, 07-25-17) 
 
 4-04-05.  License and Insurance.  A person may not engage in 
the business of erecting signs, or be entitled to a permit to erect 
a sign under the provisions of this chapter unless licensed to do 



70 
 

so by the building official on written application as he shall 
prescribe.  A license may not take effect until the licensee files 
with the City Administrator a copy of the licensee's liability 
insurance policy in the minimum amount of two hundred fifty 
thousand dollars ($250,000.00) for each person and five hundred 
thousand dollars ($500,000.00) for each occurrence, which names 
the city as an additional insured, and insures against any damage 
or claim resulting from or related to the erection or maintenance 
of any sign in the city by the licensee.   Annual licenses expire 
on the 31st day of December of each year.  
(Ord. 4688, 05-23-95; Ord. 5316, 05-25-04; Ord. 5707, 02-24-09) 
 
 4-04-06.  Permit Fees.  A sign permit fee is the same as 
established in Chapter 4-02-05 Building Permit Fees.  
(Ord. 5316, 05-25-04) 
 
 4-04-07.  General Requirements and Provisions.  The following 
requirements and provisions apply to all on-premise advertising 
signs: 
 
  1. Signs which resemble or which interfere to any 

degree with the effectiveness of a traffic control device, 
sign or signal; which are placed beside or behind a traffic 
control device in a location or at a height that makes a 
motorist's view of a traffic control device indistinguishable 
from the sign; which obstruct or interfere with a motorist's 
view of approaching, merging or intersecting traffic within 
the operational area of an intersection; or which have 
distracting flashing or moving lights so designed or lighted 
as to create a traffic hazard are prohibited.  

 
  2. An external source of light for a sign may not be 

directed into any residential district or towards any 
oncoming traffic.  

 
  3. A sign may not be painted on, attached to, or 

affixed to any trees or other similar organic or material 
matter.  

 
  4. A permanent sign may not use fluorescent type 

paints, such as that known as "Day-Glo".  
 
  5. Spite signs are prohibited.  
 
  6. When any sign becomes unsafe or is unlawfully 

installed or maintained in violation of this chapter, the 
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owner shall be notified pursuant to Section 4-01-03 to bring 
the sign back into compliance with this chapter.  

 
  7. A sign may not be illuminated by other than 

electricity and electrical devices.  The wiring must comply 
with Chapter 4-05.    

 
  8. A sign may not be permitted on the stairwell railing 

of a basement business.  
 
  9. A sign may not be painted on any building in any 

zoning district except for the central business district as 
defined herein.   

 
  10. Flashing signs are prohibited.   

 
  11. Audio speakers or any form of pyrotechnics in 

association with a sign are prohibited. 
 

  12. The use of laser lights, strobe lights, 
searchlights, beacons and similar upward or outward oriented 
lighting as part of any temporary or permanent sign is 
prohibited.  The use of laser lights as part of any temporary 
or permanent sign is prohibited.   

Section 4-04-07 shall apply retroactively to all signs.  
(Ord. 4283, 9-05-89; Ord. 5316, 05-25-04; Ord. 5704, 02-10-09; Ord. 5912, 08-14-12; Ord. 6191, 03-08-16) 
 
 4-04-08.  Obsolete Signs.  Any sign which no longer advertises 
a bona fide business conducted, or a product sold, must be taken 
down and removed by the owner, or person having the beneficial use 
of the building or premises upon which the sign may be found, upon 
notification by the building official pursuant to chapter 4-01.  
(Ord. 5316, 05-25-04; Ord. 5707, 02-24-09) 
 
 4-04-09.  Specific Provisions For Downtown. The downtown 
district is described as those areas located within the DC – 
Downtown Core and DF – Downtown Fringe zoning districts.  Unless 
otherwise specified, the following provisions apply to the entire 
downtown area:  
 

1. Purpose and Intent:  The purpose of this section is 
to promote the visual quality and economic vitality of the 
downtown core and downtown fringe districts by permitting 
signs that support the objectives of the Downtown Design 
Guidelines. 
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2. Relation to Other Provisions:  The provisions of 
this section are required in addition to all general 
requirements of Chapter 4-04 of the Bismarck Code of 
Ordinances and the International Building Code.  In the event 
that portions of this section conflict with other adopted 
provisions of local, state, or federal law, the more 
restrictive requirement shall apply. 
 

3. Non-Conforming Signs:  A previously-approved or 
permitted and properly-maintained sign that does not conform 
to current provisions of the ordinance will be allowed to 
remain in place unless the sign is removed, abandoned, 
demolished, relocated, or remodeled to an extent greater than 
fifty (50) percent of the sign’s value. 
 

4. Prohibited Signs: The following signs are 
prohibited within the DC – Downtown Core and DF – Downtown 
Fringe zoning districts. 

 
a. Off-premise advertising signs are prohibited, 

except when ancillary off-premise content, often known 
as privilege panels, occupy no more than ten (10) percent 
of all sign area on the lot. 
 

b. Roof signs are prohibited. 
 

c. Feather flag signs are prohibited. 
 

d. Signs containing or utilizing flashing lights, 
noise, animation or moving images, or pyrotechnics are 
prohibited. 
 

e. Signs containing any mechanical motion 
constituting a non-stationary position are prohibited, 
with the exception of rotating barber poles. 
 

f. Portable signs that do not meet the provisions 
for sidewalk signs in this chapter are prohibited. 
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g. All types of signs not specifically authorized 
within this section or any other section of the Bismarck 
Code of Ordinances are prohibited. 

 
5. Allowable Sign Area: The allowable cumulative sign 

area for all signs on any lot is based on the length of street 
frontage on the public right-of-way, other than alleyways, 
towards which the sign or signs are oriented. 

 
a. In the DC - Downtown Core zoning district, the 

maximum area of a sign or signs along a primary street 
frontage is two and a half (2 ½) square feet of sign 
area for every one (1) linear foot of the building 
frontage on a street.  For lots with multiple street 
frontages, the maximum area of a sign or signs along a 
secondary street frontage is one (1) square foot of sign 
area for every one (1) linear foot of the building 
frontage on a street.  Allowable sign area is not 
transferable between street frontages.  

 
b. In the DF - Downtown Fringe zoning district, 

the maximum area of a sign or signs along a primary 
street frontage is one (1) square foot of sign area for 
every one (1) linear foot of the building frontage on a 
street.  For lots with multiple street frontages, the 
maximum area of a sign or signs along a secondary street 
frontage is one-half (½) square foot of sign area for 
every one (1) linear foot of the building frontage on a 
street.  Allowable sign area is not transferable between 
street frontages. 
 

c. The allowable cumulative sign area applies to 
wall signs, projecting signs, monument signs, pole 
signs, awning signs, canopy signs, and marquee signs.  
The sign area of window signs or sidewalk signs shall 
not be counted toward the allowable cumulative sign 
area. 
 

d. For the purposes of this section, the primary 
street frontage shall be considered the side of the 
building with the primary public access to the building, 
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which is the means by which the majority of the ground-
floor space of the building is accessed.  All other sides 
of a building shall be considered secondary street 
frontages, including any side of a building not directly 
fronting a public right of way, such as a side adjacent 
to a parking lot. 

 
6. Encroachment in Public Right of Way:  Prior to 

issuance of a sign permit for any sign that extends into or 
above a public right of way, either temporarily or 
permanently, the owner of the sign and the City of Bismarck 
shall enter into an encroachment agreement. The City Engineer 
is authorized to approve encroachment agreements for signs in 
the downtown, subject to prior approval by the Downtown Design 
Review Committee. 

 
7. Wall Signs:  Wall signs are permitted according to 

the following provisions: 
 

a. The face of a wall sign shall be parallel to 
the plane of the wall it is mounted on and shall not 
project above or beyond the wall it is mounted on. 
 

b. All signs placed against exterior walls of 
buildings and structures may not protrude more than 
twelve (12) inches from a wall's surface.  
 

c. Signs painted directly on exterior walls or 
surfaces of a building are allowed, provided such signs 
are not located on the front façade of the building. 

 
d. Non-illuminated wall signs, other than signs 

painted on an exterior wall of a building in accordance 
with this subsection, must be dimensional in nature, 
utilizing raised letters, numerals, etc.  Lettering 
greater than six (6) inches in height must protrude at 
least one (1) inch from the base surface of the sign.  
Lettering greater than three (3) inches in height must 
likewise protrude at least one-half (½) inch, and 
lettering three (3) inches or less in height must 
likewise protrude one-quarter (¼) inch. 



75 
 

 
8. Canopy, Awning and Marquee Signs:  Canopy signs, 

awning signs, and marquee signs are permitted according to 
the following provisions: 

 
a. A clear space of not less than seven (7) feet 

must be provided below all parts of a canopy, marquee, 
or awning sign above grade level. 
 

b. No canopy, awning, or marquee may extend into 
the sidewalk further than two (2) feet from the back of 
the street curb. 
 

c. Any canopy, awning, or marquee shall generally 
be located within a window and/or door recess 
 

d. The shape, color, and material of any awning 
or canopy shall complement the overall architectural 
design of the building and conform to the Downtown Design 
Guidelines. 
 

e. A marquee or awning sign must be fully 
contained within the fixture it is affixed to, and a 
canopy sign may not extend more than one (1) foot below 
the lowest point of the canopy. 
 

f. Signs shall be allowed on the vertical band 
or the valance of an awning and shall be discouraged 
on the sloped portion. 
 
9. Projecting Signs: Projecting signs are permitted 

according to the following provisions: 
 

a. A sign may not project from the face of any 
building or structure a distance more than four (4) feet.  
 

b. A clear space of not less than eight (8) feet 
must be provided below all parts of projecting signs 
above grade level, and no part of any projecting sign 
may be above the sill of any second floor window of the 
building or the parapet of the roof of the building. 
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c. Non-illuminated projecting signs must be 

dimensional in nature, utilizing raised letters, 
numerals, etc.  Lettering greater than six (6) inches in 
height must protrude at least one (1) inch from the base 
surface of the sign. Lettering greater than three (3) 
inches in height must likewise protrude at least one-
half (½) inch, and lettering three (3) inches or less in 
height must likewise protrude one-quarter (¼) inch. 

 
d. A projecting sign may not be permitted in an 

alley, unless the primary public access to the business 
or firm is obtained from the alley. 

 
10. Monument Signs: Monument signs are permitted 

according to the following provisions: 
 

a. A monument sign or any part thereof may not 
exceed eight (8) feet in height, as measured from the 
adjacent grade. Monument signs that are within the sight 
triangle, as defined in Section 14-02-03 of the City 
Code, shall be limited to three (3) feet in height. 
 

b. Monument signs shall be supported by two 
columns or have a solid base constructed of brick, stone, 
or a similar durable material complementary to the 
building material. 
 

c. No more than one (1) monument sign may be 
installed per street frontage on any lot or parcel. 
Parcels with multiple street frontages are permitted an 
additional monument sign for each additional frontage. 
 

d. A monument sign may not be installed on or 
extend above a public right of way. 

 
11. Pole signs: Pole signs are permitted according to 

the following provisions: 
 

a. A pole sign may not be more than twenty-five 
(25) in height.  
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b. A clear space of not less than eight feet (8) 

above ground level must be provided below the sign 
portion of a pole sign. 

 
c. No more than one (1) pole sign may be installed 

per street frontage on any parcel. Parcels with multiple 
street frontages are permitted an additional pole sign 
for each additional frontage. 
 

d. The visible supports of any pole sign shall be 
enclosed or covered with a decorative sheathing. 

 
e. A pole sign may not be installed on or extend 

above a public right of way. 
 

12. Window signs: Window signs are permitted according 
to the following provisions: 

 
a. Paper, cardboard, or solid surface signs are 

not permitted on second floor windows or above. 
 

b. A window sign may not use letters more than 
six (6) inches in height. 
 

c. All window signs on a building may not occupy 
more than twenty-five (25) percent of the total 
transparent window surface, unless window signs are used 
for an appropriate screening function and are approved 
by the Downtown Design Review Committee. 

   
13. Sidewalk Signs:  Sidewalk signs, also known as A-

frame or sandwich signs, are permitted according to the 
following provisions: 

 
a. All sidewalk signs must be portable. 

 
b. One (1) sidewalk sign is allowed per place of 

ground-level business.  Upper-floor businesses may not 
utilize sidewalk signs. 
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c. The maximum width of a sidewalk sign shall be 
two (2) feet and the maximum height shall be four (4) 
feet.  

d. A sidewalk sign shall be placed only where the 
minimum width of six (6) continuous feet for pedestrian 
movements can be maintained. 
 

e. Sidewalk signs may be placed on the sidewalk 
only during hours of operation and must be removed during 
non-business hours. 
 

f. Sidewalk signs shall not be illuminated. 
 

g. Sidewalk signs may not be placed in a location 
that creates a safety hazard by limiting visibility for 
pedestrians or motorists or obstructing any building 
ingress or egress. 

 
h. Streamers, flags, or banners shall not be 

attached to any sidewalk sign or use the sign as an 
anchor. 
 
14. Public Art:  All Downtown Design Review procedures 

shall be followed for any installations of murals or public 
art visible from a public right-of-way. Use of building 
façades for public art is exempt from all size and height 
requirements of this section, only if the following 
conditions are met: 

 
a. The public art is not installed on any side of 

a building directly adjacent to a public right-of-way, 
excluding alleys. 
 

b. The public art not does not contain any brand 
name, product name, letters of the alphabet spelling or 
abbreviating the name of any product, company, 
profession, or business, or logo, trademark, or other 
commercial message. 
 

c. The public art is not installed on a vacant 
building or within a vacant lot, unless the property 
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owner has filed a building permit with the intention of 
occupation or is otherwise actively in the process of 
improving the building or lot for the purpose of 
occupation. 
 

d. The public art is not installed on any 
original façade of a building listed as a contributing 
structure of the downtown historic district, unless the 
art may be attached to a removable panel without damage 
to the underlying historic façade and the artwork meets 
all other downtown design review requirements pertaining 
to historic structures. 

 
15. All signs within the DC – Downtown Core and DF – 

Downtown Fringe zoning districts shall be subject to the 
City's downtown design review procedures in accordance with 
the provisions of Sections 14-04-21.1(4) and 14-04-21.2(4) of 
this Code of Ordinances.  

 
a. Any application for a sign permit shall be 

forwarded to the Downtown Design Review Committee for 
their review within thirty (30) days of the application 
submittal  The City’s Downtown Design Review Committee 
may delegate sign permit application review and approval 
to the Building Official.  
 

b. The Downtown Design Review Committee may waive 
any provision of this section, or impose additional 
requirements, as a condition of any design approval. Any 
such deviation shall be recorded in the minutes of the 
meeting and enforced by the Building Inspections 
Division. An applicant may appeal a decision of the 
Downtown Design Review Committee in a similar manner to 
any appeal of an advisory board. 
 

c. A sign permit shall be issued by the Building 
Inspections Division upon approval of the Downtown 
Design Review Committee.  

 
(Ord. 5183, 05-28-02; Ord. 5316, 05-25-04; Ord. 5707, 02-24-09; Ord. 5912, 08-14-12; Ord. 6191, 03-08-16; Ord. 
6272, 07-25-17; Ord. 6333, 06-12-18) 
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4-04-10.  Special Provisions for Residential or Public 
Districts. In addition to other applicable provisions contained in 
this chapter, the following provisions shall apply to the placement 
of all signs identifying a church or school in any RR – 
Residential, RR5 – Residential, R5 – Residential, R10 – 
Residential, RM – Residential, and P - Public zoning district: 
 

1. All types of signs not specifically authorized in 
this section are prohibited. 

 
2. Signs shall be used solely for the purpose of 

displaying the name of the church or school on the premises 
and its activities and/or services. 

 
3. One (1) freestanding sign may be permitted per 

street frontage, up to a maximum of two (2) signs, subject to 
the following standards:  

 
a. Monument signs no more than three (3) feet in 

height, inclusive of supports, as measured from the curb 
and pylon signs with a clear space of not less than eight 
feet in height as measured from the curb to the message 
portion of the sign shall not be subject to any setback 
requirement, provided the sign does not project over the 
public right-of-way or any property line. All other signs 
shall be located at or behind the required setback line 
for a structure within the zoning district in which the 
sign is located.  

 
b. The area of the sign face shall not exceed forty 

(40) square feet, inclusive of any reader board included 
as part of the sign.  

 
c. The overall height of the sign shall not exceed 

fifteen (15) feet.  
 
d. Plantings are allowed in conjunction with 

freestanding signs; however, plantings within the sight 
triangle, as defined in Section 14-02-03 of the City Code, 
shall be limited to three (3) feet in height, as measured 
from the curb, upon full maturity of the vegetative 
species used. 

 
4. One (1) wall-mounted sign may be permitted per street 

frontage, up to a maximum of four (4) signs, subject to the 
following standards: 
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a. The sign shall be placed on the principal 
building. 

 
b. The sign shall only display the name of the 

church or school on the premises. 
 
c. The area occupied by the sign shall not exceed 

10 percent of the wall area upon which the sign is 
located. 

 
d. The area occupied by the sign shall not exceed 

120 square feet in area. 
 
e. All letters or characters on such wall signs 

shall be dimensional. 
 

5. Any lighting of any sign shall be from an external 
light source directed at the sign, rather than from internal 
illumination. Lighting for the sign shall be so directed as 
to not interfere with the movement of traffic on adjacent 
roadways or be a nuisance to adjacent property owners.  

 
6. Electronic message center signs are specifically 

prohibited unless the property is a school located in a P-
Public zoning district adjacent to a commercially or 
industrially zoned property.  In those situations, an 
electronic message center sign may be allowed as a special 
use, with the following provisions:   

 
 a. The location of the sign is along a roadway 
frontage that is contiguous to commercially or 
industrially zoned property. 
 
 b. A special use is approved by the Planning and 
Zoning Commission in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 14-03-08.   
 
 c. The electronic message center sign conforms to 
all applicable provisions of this chapter, including the 
provisions of Section 4-04-11 (Special Provisions for 
Electronic Message Center Signs). 
 
7. All signs shall be constructed of durable, weather-

resistant materials. 
 
8. Privilege panel signs are prohibited. 

Section 4-04-10(6) shall apply retroactively to all signs.  
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(Ord. 5315, Amendment 1; 04-27-04; Ord. 5316, 05-25-04; Ord. 5552, 09-26-06; Ord. 5704, 02-10-09) 
 
 4-04-11. Special Provisions for Electronic Message Center 
Signs.  In addition to other applicable provisions contained in 
this chapter, the following provisions shall apply to the placement 
and operation of electronic message center signs:   
 

 1. Electronic message center signs may only be used as 
permanent on premise signs.  Electronic message center signs 
shall not be used as temporary signs or as off premise signs.  
Electronic message center signs may be used for demonstration 
purposes provided the sign is used on the site for 24 hours 
or less, the sign is used as an on-premise advertising sign 
without any off-premise advertising and the sign is located 
outside of any sight triangle.   
 
 2. Electronic message center signs may only be located 
on pole (pylon) signs and wall signs.  Electronic message 
center signs shall not be located on fin signs, ground signs 
(billboards), projecting signs, or roof signs, or used as 
portable signs.   
 
 3. Electronic message center signs are permitted only 
in the MA-Industrial, CG-Commercial, CA-Commercial, DC-
Downtown Core, DF-Downtown Fringe, RT-Residential, HM-Health 
Medical, and P-Public zoning districts.   
 
 4. No electronic message center sign installed after 
February 10, 2009 shall be permitted to operate unless it is 
equipped with: 
 

 a. A default mechanism that shall freeze the sign 
in one position as a static message if a malfunction 
occurs; and 
 
 b. A mechanism able to automatically adjust the 
illuminative brightness of the display according to 
ambient light conditions by means of a light 
detector/photocell.   
 

 An electronic message center sign installed prior to 
February 10, 2009 shall be allowed to continue operation 
provided the brightness of the sign does not exceed a maximum 
illumination of five thousand (5,000) NITS during daylight 
hours or a maximum illumination of seven hundred and fifty 
(750) NITS between one-half hour before sunset to one-half 
hour after sunrise as measured at the sign's face at maximum 
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brightness.  These illumination levels may be set manually or 
by an alternative method approved by the Building Official.   
 
 5. Only one (1) electronic message center sign shall 
be allowed per property street frontage.  An electronic 
message center sign with two (2) or more faces back-to-back 
shall be treated as one (1) sign, provided said faces are 
parallel or have an angle of separation of no more than thirty 
(30) degrees or are at right angles to street traffic.  Two 
(2) or more electronic message center signs mounted side-by-
side shall not be treated as one sign and shall not be 
allowed.   
 
 6. The electronic message center sign portion of any 
sign shall not exceed the area specified in the table below, 
(which is based on the zoning district in which the sign is 
located and the functional classification of the roadway 
adjacent to the sign), or fifty (50) percent of the total 
sign area, whichever is greater, except as provided for in 
subsection 10 of this section.   
 

 Functional Classification of Adjacent Roadway 
Zoning 

District Interstate 
Principal 
Arterial 

Minor 
Arterial Collector Local 

MA 100 sf 100 sf 72 sf 48 sf 32 sf 
CG 100 sf 100 sf 72 sf 48 sf 32 sf 
CA 72 sf 72 sf 48 sf 32 sf 32 sf 
DC N/A 48 sf 32 sf 32 sf 32 sf 
DF N/A 32 sf 32 sf 32 sf 32 sf 
HM N/A 32 sf 32 sf 32 sf 32 sf 
RT 48 sf 32 sf 32 sf 32 sf 32 sf 
P 48 sf 32 sf 32 sf 32 sf 32 sf 

 
 7. The electronic message center sign portion of a 
pole (pylon) sign shall not exceed forty (40) feet in height 
in a MA-Industrial or CG-Commercial zoning district or exceed 
twenty-five (25) feet in height in a CA-Commercial, DC-
Downtown Core, DF-Downtown Fringe, HM-Health Medical, RT-
Residential, or P-Public zoning district, measured from the 
top of the nearest curbline to the top of the sign or 
structure.  The electronic message center sign portion of a 
pylon sign shall be located no less than ten (10) feet above 
the adjacent street grade. 
 
 8. No portion of any sign containing an electronic 
message center shall project over the public right-of-way 
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property line or be located within the sight triangle of 
intersecting streets. 
 
 9. Electronic message center signs shall be subject to 
the following operational requirements:   
 

 a. The sign shall have a frame hold time of no 
less than one (1) second.  The use of animation and 
background animation is allowed and is not subject to 
the one (1) second frame hold time requirement.   
 
 b. Entrance and exit effects may be used to 
transition from one frame to another, provided said 
entrance effects result in all of the text within the 
frame appearing at once or in the order that the text is 
normally read (including, but not limited to, scrolling 
from right to left or scrolling from bottom to top 
entrance effects).  Entrance effects where all of the 
text within the frame does not appear at once or in the 
order that the text is normally read are prohibited 
(including, but not limited to, scrolling from left to 
right, scrolling from top to bottom, and entrance 
effects referred to as slot machine, slots, splice, 
mesh, radar, kaleidoscope and spin).  There are no 
limitations on the types of exit effects used.  Except 
for such transitions, each frame shall remain static 
with no additional frame or hold effects applied to text 
within the frame (including, but not limited to, the 
fading or flashing on any part of the message and hold 
effects referred to as flash, spin, twinkle, wavy and 
rumble).  The use of bijou lights as a frame effect is 
allowed.   
 
 c. The use of streaming video or full-motion 
video on any electronic message center sign is 
prohibited, except as provided for in subsection 10 of 
this section. 
 
 d. The use of the words "stop," "danger," or 
"caution" as the only text within a frame is prohibited. 
 

 10. Electronic message center signs for large 
destination-oriented venues, either public or private, are 
allowed in accordance with the following provisions: 

 
a. The parcel on which the sign is located must be at least 

10 acres in size. 
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b. The parcel on which the sign is located must be within 

a CG–Commercial, CR–Commercial or MA-Industrial zoning 
district. 

 
c. The sign must be located along a roadway classified as 

a local, collector or minor arterial roadway and is not 
allowed along a roadway classified as a principal 
arterial or interstate. 

 
d. The sign must be located at least 300 feet from any RR–

Residential, RR5-Residential, R5-Residential, R10-
Residential, RM-Residential, or RMH-Residential zoning 
district, as measured from any part of the sign to the 
nearest property line within any residential zoning 
district. 

 
e. The size of the electronic message center portion of the 

sign does not exceed two hundred (200 ) square feet in 
area. 

 
f. The use of streaming video or full-motion video is 

allowed. 
 

g. The placement and operation of electronic message center 
signs must comply with all other applicable provisions 
of this section. 

 
 11. Electronic message center signs located within one 
hundred fifty (150) feet of any RR-Residential, RR5-
Residential, R5-Residential, R10-Residential, RM-
Residential, or RMH-Residential zoning district, as measured 
from any part of the sign to the nearest property line within 
any residential zoning district, are subject to the following 
additional requirements:   
 

 a. The sign shall not exceed thirty-two (32) 
square feet in area, or fifty (50) percent of the total 
sign area, whichever is greater. 
 
 b. Between 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m., the sign 
shall be allowed to operate in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 4-04-11(9) of this chapter.  
Between 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., the sign shall only 
display static images with a frame hold time of no less 
than three (3) seconds and shall be limited to 
instantaneous transitions from one static frame to 
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another static frame without the use of any frame 
entrance, exit or hold effects or the use of any 
animation or background animation. 
 

 12. An electronic message center sign cannot be 
installed on an existing sign that is nonconforming unless 
the entire sign is brought into compliance with all applicable 
provisions of this chapter. 
 
 13. No portion of any existing sign shall be replaced 
with an electronic message center sign unless a sign permit 
is obtained for the new electronic message center sign. 
 
 14. The City Engineer and Chief of Police shall verify 
in writing that conditions of this provision have been met. 

Sections 4-04-11(4), 4-04-11(9) and 4-04-11(10) shall apply retroactively to all signs. 
(Ord. 5316, 05-25-04; Ord. 5704, 02-10-09; Ord. 5945, 02-26-13; Ord. 6082; 09-09-14; Ord. 6191, 03-08-16) 
 
 4-04-12. Special Provisions for Digital Billboard Signs. - 
Repealed March 8, 2016. 
 (Ord. 5704, 02-10-09; Ord. 6191, 03-08-16) 

Section 7. Amendment.  Chapter 14-04-12 of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, relating to CG 
Commercial District, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 14-04-12.  CG Commercial District. In any CG commercial 
district the following regulations shall apply:  

* * * * * 

  2. Uses permitted.  The following uses are 
permitted: 

* * * * * 

   The following uses are allowed as special uses pursuant 
to Section 14-03-08 hereof:  

* * * * * 

    m. Off-premise advertising sign. 

* * * * * 
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Section 8. Amendment.  Chapter 14-04-14 of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, relating to MA 
Industrial District, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

14-04-14.  MA Industrial District. In any MA industrial 
district the following regulations shall apply:  

* * * * * 

   2. Uses permitted.  The following uses are 
permitted:  

* * * * * 

  The following uses are allowed as special uses pursuant 
to Section 14-03-08 hereof:  

* * * * * 

r. Off-premise advertising sign.   

* * * * * 

Section 9. Amendment.  Chapter 14-04-15 of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, relating to MB 
Industrial District, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

14-04-15.  MB Industrial District. In any MB industrial 
district the following regulations shall apply:  

* * * * * 

 2. Use permitted.  The following uses are 
permitted.  

* * * * * 

 The following uses are allowed as special uses pursuant 
to Section 14-03-08 hereof:  

* * * * * 
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   q. Off-premise advertising sign. 

* * * * * 

Section 10. Amendment.  Chapter 14-04-21.1 of the Code 
of Ordinances of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, relating to 
DC Downtown Core District, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

14-04-21.1 DC Downtown Core District.  

* * * * * 

7. Signage. All signage in the Downtown Core District 
shall be installed and maintained in accordance with the 
provisions of Chapter 4-04 Chapter 14-03.1 of the City Code 
of Ordinances (Signs and Outdoor Display Structures). 
Canopies used for signage shall be consistent with the 
architectural style of the building. 

* * * * * 

Section 11. Amendment.  Chapter 14-04-21.2 of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, relating to DF 
Downtown Fringe District, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

14-04-21.2 DF Downtown Fringe District.   

* * * * * 

7. Signage. All signage in the Downtown Fringe 
District shall be installed and maintained in accordance with 
the provisions of Chapter 4-04 Chapter 14-03.1 of the City 
Code of Ordinances (Signs and Outdoor Display Structures). 
Canopies used for signage shall be consistent with the 
architectural style of the building. 

* * * * * 

Section 12: Severability.  If any section, sentence, clause or 
phrase of this ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid or 



89 
 

unconstitutional by a decision of any court of competent remaining 
portions of this ordinance. 

Section 13. Effective Date.  This ordinance shall take effect 
sixty (60) days after final passage, adoption and publication. 
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Community Development Department 
 

DATE: May 5, 2020  

FROM: Ben Ehreth, AICP, Community Development Director 

ITEM: Off-street Parking and Loading – Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment 

REQUEST 

The Community Development Department is initiating a zoning ordinance text 
amendment to revise and update the City’s off-street parking and loading requirements.  
The amendment is being proposed to prepare for changes in mobility demands, reduce 
the number of variances for off-street parking and to align the City’s ordinance with 
current and anticipated development trends.  Amendments to the off-street parking 
requirements have also been identified as implementation strategies in the Infill and 
Redevelopment Plan and the City’s Strategic Plan. 
 
Staff began working with a stakeholder group comprised of development and real estate 
professionals, including consulting engineers, realtors, developers and City staff, in the 
fall of 2019.  Since that time, four meetings were held with the full stakeholder group 
and a public input meeting on the proposed ordinance was held in March 2020.  
Throughout the process, staff responded to questions and concerns raised by members 
of the stakeholder groups and citizens and provided the full stakeholder group with 
updates and draft ordinances. 
 

Please place this item on the May 12, 2020 and May 26, 2020 City Commission 
meeting agendas. 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The Planning and Zoning Commission held a public hearing on this item on April 22, 
2020. 
 
No residents spoke at the public hearing; however, written comments in support of the 
proposed revisions were received prior to the meeting. 
 
At the conclusion of the public hearing, and based on the findings contained in the staff 
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report, the Planning & Zoning Commission unanimously recommended approval of the 
zoning ordinance text amendment relating to off-street parking and loading.    

 

RECOMMENDED CITY COMMISSION ACTION 

May 12th meeting of the Board of City Commissioners – consider the zoning ordinance 
text amendment as outlined in Ordinance 6424 and call for a public hearing on this item 
for the May 26th meeting of the Board of City Commissioners. 
 
May 26th meeting of the Board of City Commissioners – hold a public hearing on the 
zoning ordinance text amendment as outlined in Ordinance 6424 and take final action 
on the proposed amendment.   
 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

Ben Ehreth, AICP | Community Development Director, 355-1842 or 

behreth@bismarcknd.gov   

Kim L. Lee, AICP | Planning Manager, 355-1846 or klee@bismarcknd.gov 

Jenny Wollmuth, AICP, CFM | Planner, 355-1845 or jwollmuth@bismarcknd.gov  

mailto:behreth@bismarcknd.gov
mailto:klee@bismarcknd.gov
mailto:jwollmuth@bismarcknd.gov
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Application for: Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment TRAKiT Project ID:  ZOTA2019-003 

Project Summary 

Title: Off-Street Parking and Loading 

Status: Planning & Zoning Commission – Public Hearing 

Project Contact: Jenny Wollmuth, AICP, CFM, Planner 

Sections Amended: Section 14-02-03 (Definitions) 
Section 14-03-08 (Special Uses) 
Section 14-03-10 (Off-Street Parking and Loading) 

Request: Adopt revisions to the existing Off-Street Parking and Loading requirements 

 

Staff Analysis

Community Development Department – Planning 

Division staff is initiating a zoning ordinance text 

amendment to revise the existing Off-Street Parking 

and Loading requirements outlined in the City of 

Bismarck’s zoning ordinance, Title 14 of the City Code 

of Ordinances.  

The Planning and Zoning Commission considered this 

request at their meeting of February 26, 2020 and 

called for a public hearing on the proposed zoning 

ordinance text amendment. 

The revisions to existing requirements are being 

proposed to prepare for changes to mobility demands, 

reduce the number of variances for off-street parking 

and to align with current and anticipated development 

trends.  

Variance requests can be an indicator of needed 

revisions to the zoning ordinance.  Requests to reduce 

off-street parking and loading requirements are one of 

the more common variance requests the Board of 

Adjustment considers.  Roughly 22% of all variances 

requested in the past 5 years are related to off-Street 

parking and loading requirements.  Through the 

variance process, there has been a reduction of 

approximately 1,200 Off-Street parking spaces since 

2014.  

The first off-street parking and loading requirements 

for Bismarck appeared in the 1953 Zoning Ordinance.  

Periodic changes have occurred over the years to keep 

pace with development trends.  In 2015, 2016, and 

2017 Planning staff initiated amendments to modify 

off-street parking and loading requirements.  These 

modifications reduced parking requirements for certain 

uses, clarified how parking is calculated, and provided 

some flexibility to the Zoning Administrator to 

determined required parking for certain uses.  

However, even with these modifications, Planning staff 

have continued to observe an increase in requests to 

vary from existing off-street parking and loading 

requirements throughout the community.   

Modifications to the existing off-street parking 

requirements have also been identified as 

implementation strategies in the Infill and 

Redevelopment Plan and the Strategic Plan. 

Ordinance Update Process 

Planning staff have relied on information and data 

from peer communities, professional organizations, such 

as the American Planning Association and the Institute of 

Transportation Engineers, and stakeholder input to 

create the proposed amendments to the ordinance. 

Early in the ordinance update process, a stakeholder 

group comprised of industry professionals, including 

STAFF REPORT 
City of Bismarck 
Community Development Department 

Planning Division 

April 22, 2020 
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engineers, realtors, developers, and City staff, was 

created to help draft the proposed ordinance.  The 

stakeholder group also includes a member of the Board 

of Adjustment, a member of the Planning and Zoning 

Commission, Commissioner Oban and the Mayor. 

Planning staff began working with the stakeholder 

group in the fall of 2019.  Since then, four stakeholder 

meetings have been held. 

Public Input Meeting 

Planning staff held a public input meeting on the 

proposed ordinance on March 12, 2020.  The meeting 

was fairly well attended and questions were asked of 

staff.  It should be noted that no suggestions for 

changes to the proposed ordinance were mentioned 

during the meeting. 

Changes to Existing Requirements 

Although amendments have been made to the off-street 

parking and loading section of the zoning code, much 

of the original formatting has remained.  The revisions 

include reformatting this section and the following 

notable changes: 

1. Exemptions to parking within the DC – 

Downtown Core, DF – Downtown Fringe and 

HM – Health Medical zoning districts; 

2. Allowing adjacent on-street parking to count 

toward required parking; 

3. A 20 percent reduction for parking calculations 

based on gross floor area to account for 

spaces utilized for restrooms, kitchens, storage 

areas, utility rooms and circulation; 

4. An additional 10 percent reduction for mixed-

use buildings that include a residential 

component; 

5. The addition of a new category for low and 

moderate income multi-family housing; 

6. Reduction for adding bicycle parking, and; 

7. The addition of a new section that will allow 

Planning staff the authority to administratively 

approve parking alternatives, such as shared 

parking, based on certain conditions, rather 

than requesting a variance from the Board of 

Adjustment.  

Required Findings of Fact  (relating to land use) 

1. The proposed text amendment would not 

adversely affect the public health, safety or 

general welfare; 

2. The proposed text amendment is justified by a 

change in conditions since the zoning ordinance 

was originally adopted or clarifies a provision 

that is confusing, in error or otherwise 

inconsistent with the general intent and purpose 

of the zoning ordinance; 

3. The proposed text amendment is consistent with 

the general intent and purpose of the zoning 

ordinance; and 

4. The proposed text amendment is consistent with 

the master plan, other adopted plans, policies 

and accepted planning practice. 

Staff Recommendation 

Based on the above findings, staff recommends 

approval of the zoning ordinance text amendment for 

Sections 14-02-03 (Definitions), 14-03-08 (Special 

Uses) and 14-03-10 (Off-Street Parking and 

Loading), as presented in the draft ordinance attached 

to the staff report. 

Attachments 

1. Draft zoning ordinance amendment 

 

 

Staff report prepared by: Jenny Wollmuth, AICP, CFM, Planner 

701-355-1845 | jwollmuth@bismarcknd.gov  

 

mailto:jwollmuth@bismarcknd.gov
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CITY OF BISMARCK 
ORDINANCE NO. 6424 

 
    
 First Reading   
 Second Reading   
 Final Passage and Adoption   
 Publication Date   
    

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND RE-ENACT SECTIONS 14-02-03 
(DEFINITIONS), 14-03-08 (SPECIAL USES), AND 14-03-10 (OFF-STREET 
PARKING AND LOADING) OF THE 1986 CODE OF ORDINANCES, OF THE CITY 
OF BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA, AS AMENDED. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF CITY COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 
BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA: 

Section 1. Amendment.  Section 14-02-03 of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, relating to 
Definitions is hereby amended to read as follows: 

14-02-03.   Definitions. The following definitions represent 
the meanings of terms as they are used in these regulations: 

* * * * * 

Low and Moderate Income Multi-family Housing.  Multi-family 
housing for persons who are income qualified that is 
usually supported by state and federal funding programs.   

* * * * * 

Section 2. Amendment.  Section 14-03-08 of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, relating to 
Special Uses is hereby amended to read as follows: 

* * * * * 
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 14-03-08. Special Uses. 

* * * * * 

3. Permanent uses (administrative approval). The 
Zoning Administrator may issue special use permits for the 
following uses without a public hearing or approval of the 
City Planning and Zoning Commission: 

a. Small animal veterinary clinic.  Defined as a 
facility in which the practice conducted is essentially 
an outpatient type of practice with an occasional 
confinement limited to domestic household pets.  A small 
animal veterinary clinic may be permitted in a CG, MA, 
MB or A district as a special use provided. 

 
* * * * * 

5.  Off-street parking space shall be provided 
as required in section 14-03-10(1)(i), office 
buildings, of this article.  

Section 3. Amendment.  Section 14-03-10 of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, relating to Off-
Street Parking and Loading is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 14-03-10.  Off-Street Parking and Loading. 
 

1. Purpose.  The off-street parking and loading 
regulations of this Section are intended to provide an 
appropriate number of off-street parking spaces in proportion 
to the needs of the proposed use and to increase public safety 
by reducing the congestion on public streets. The provisions 
of this section are intended to provide accessible, 
attractive, secure and well-maintained off-street parking and 
loading areas with the appropriate number of spaces in 
proportion to the needs of proposed and future uses and to 
prevent overflow parking into adjacent properties.  The 
provisions of this section are also intended to help protect 
the public health, safety and general welfare by: 
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a. Helping to avoid and mitigate traffic 
congestion; 

 
b. Encouraging multi-modal transportation 

options and enhanced pedestrian safety; and 
 
c. Providing flexible methods for responding to 

the transportation and access demands of various land 
uses. 

 
2. Applicability.  The off-street parking and loading 

requirements contained herein shall apply to any of the 
following:  

 
a. New Development.  The off-street parking, 

stacking and loading requirements of this Section shall 
apply to any new building constructed and to any new use 
established. 

 
b. Expansion and Alterations.  The off-street 

parking, stacking and loading requirements of this 
section shall apply when an existing structure or use is 
expanded or enlarged.  Additional off-street parking and 
loading spaces will be required only to serve the 
enlarged or expanded area.  The parking, stacking and 
loading space provided for the existing use prior to the 
expansion or alteration may not be reduced below what is 
required. 

 
c. Change of Use. The off-street parking, stacking 

and loading requirements of this section shall apply to 
any change of use that would result in a requirement for 
more parking, stacking or loading spaces than the 
existing use.  Additional parking, stacking and loading 
spaces will only be required only in proportion to the 
extent of the change, not for the entire building or 
use. 
 
In the case of a change of use where the current use 
does not meet the minimum parking requirements for off-
street parking, stacking and/or loading, and the 
proposed change of use would require less off-street 
parking, stacking or loading spaces than the current 
use, regardless of the number of spaces actually 
provided on the site, the Zoning Administrator may allow 
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such change of use provided the off-street parking, 
stacking and loading spaces for the new use is no less 
conforming than the current use. 
 
3. Off-street parking.  Except as provided elsewhere in 

this section, no application for a building permit or 
certificate of occupancy in any zone shall be approved unless 
there is included with the plan for such building improvement 
or use, a site plan showing the required space designated as 
being reserved for off-street parking purposes to be provided 
in connection with such building improvements or use in 
accordance with this section; and no certificate of occupancy 
shall be issued unless  the required facilities have been 
provided.  Each required parking space shall be of an area at 
least nine (9) feet wide and eighteen (18) feet in length, in 
addition to the ingress and egress driveways required.  The 
required off-street parking, loading, and access areas shall 
be used exclusively for the temporary parking and maneuvering 
of vehicles and shall not be used for the sale, lease, 
display, repair, or storage of vehicles, trailers, boats, 
campers, mobile homes, merchandise, or equipment, or for any 
other use not authorized by the provisions of this Title.  
All off-street parking spaces required and all driveways on 
private property leading to such parking areas shall be 
surfaced with a dustless all-weather hard surface material.  
Acceptable surfacing materials include asphalt, concrete, 
brick, cement pavers or similar materials installed and 
maintained according to industry standards.  Crushed rock or 
gravel shall not be considered an acceptable surfacing 
material.  All parking areas containing four (4) or more 
spaces or containing angled parking shall have the parking 
spaces and aisles clearly marked on the pavement.  Required 
off-street parking spaces for industrial uses may not be 
located in front of overhead doors unless they are used solely 
for the parking of company-owned vehicles.  The number of 
off-street parking spaces shall be provided on the basis of 
the following minimum requirements: 

 
3. Reductions and Exemptions.  

 
a. Mixed Use Parking Reductions. Parking 

requirements may be reduced by an additional ten (10) 
percent for mixed use developments including a 
combination of residential, or a hotel or motel in 
combination with office and/or commercial uses.  
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b. Bicycle Parking Reductions.   The following 
reductions may be used to provide relief from off-street 
parking requirements: 

 
i. The number of vehicle parking spaces may 

be reduced by one (1) for five (5) bicycle parking 
spaces provided on the parcel, up to ten (10) 
percent of the total required vehicle parking 
spaces. 

 
ii. A fixed bicycle rack shall be installed 

with the following design guidelines: 
 

a. Support the bicycle at two points 
above its center of gravity. 

 
b. Accommodate high security U-shaped 

bike locks. 
 
c. Accommodate locks securing the 

frame and one or both wheels, preferably 
without removing the front wheel from the 
bicycle. 

 
d. Provide adequate distance between 

spaces so that bicycles do not interfere with 
each other. 

 
e. Do not contain protruding elements 

or sharp edges. 
 
f. Do not bend wheels or damage other 

bicycle parts. 
 

g. Do not require the user to lift the 
bicycle off the ground in order to place it 
into the rack. 

 
iii. The bicycle rack is provided with an 

aisle one side of the bicycle parking space to allow 
for adequate access and maneuvering. 
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iv. The bicycle rack is connected to an 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) accessible 
side-walk or corridor.  

 
v. The bicycle rack is placed on a dustless 

all-weather hard surface material. 
 
vi. The bicycle rack is located so as to not 

interfere with pedestrian or motor vehicle traffic. 
 
vii. Bicycle parking may be provided within a 

building, but the location must be easily 
accessible.  

 
c. Parking Exemption. Properties located within 

the DC – Downtown Core, DF – Downtown Fringe, and HM – 
Health Medical zoning districts are not subject to the 
off-street parking and loading requirements of this 
section. 
 
4. Required Parking.  Except as provided elsewhere in 

this section, no application for a building permit or 
certificate of occupancy in any zone shall be approved unless 
required parking is provided in connection with such building 
improvements or use in accordance with this section; and no 
certificate of occupancy shall be issued unless the required 
facilities have been provided. 

 
When the installation of required parking cannot be completed 
in conjunction with site development due to seasonal 
constraints, the Zoning Administrator may issue a temporary 
certificate of occupancy with the understanding that the 
installation of the required parking be completed by a date 
agreed upon by the Zoning Administrator and property 
owner(s). 

 
5. Design Standards for Required Off-Street Parking 

and Loading Spaces.   All applications for a building permit 
or certificate of occupancy shall include a site plan, drawn 
to scale, that depicts the location and arrangement of 
required parking and loading spaces, driveways, and walkways 
as provided for in this section.   
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a. Parking Spaces. Each required off-street 
parking space shall be of an area at least nine (9) feet 
wide and eighteen (18) feet in length, in addition to 
the ingress and egress driveways required.  

 
b. Compact Parking Spaces. A compact parking 

space shall be of an area at least eight (8) feet wide 
and sixteen (16) feet in length in addition to the 
ingress and egress driveways required. Compact parking 
spaces may count for up to 10 percent of required parking 
spaces and must be marked or signed as compact parking. 

 
c. For each parking space, not under a roof, 

there shall be provided additional area for access 
lanes, aisles and drives necessary for safe and adequate 
parking maneuvering.  Access lanes, aisles and drives 
must be designed according to acceptable professional 
industry design standards.  

 
d. Accessible Parking Spaces and Aisles.  The 

size, number and location of stalls reserved for ADA 
parking shall be provided and identified as required by 
applicable ADA regulations.  These spaces are included 
in the calculation for the total required parking. 

 
e. Electric Vehicle Charging Stations. Charging 

station stalls must meet local, state and federal 
requirements. These spaces are included in the 
calculation for the total required parking.  

 
f. Surfacing.  All applications for required off-

street parking and loading spaces and all driveways on 
private property leading to such parking areas shall be 
surfaced with a dustless all-weather hard surface 
material.  Acceptable surfacing materials include 
asphalt, concrete, brick, cement pavers or similar 
materials installed and maintained according to industry 
standards. Crushed rock, crushed asphalt, crushed 
concrete, or gravel shall not be considered an 
acceptable surfacing material. 

 
g. Turnarounds.  All off-street parking areas 

shall be designed so that vehicles do not have to back 
into the public right-of-way to exit parking areas.   
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h. Encroachment.  No parking space may block 

access to another parking space. No open area in an off-
street parking area shall be encroached upon by 
buildings, storage or any other use. 

 
i. Pedestrian Facilities. Off-street parking 

areas for fifty (50) or more vehicles shall have walkways 
separated from the parking area and surfaced with a 
dustless all-weather hard surface material to provide 
safe access from parking areas, bicycle storage areas, 
public rights-of-way and existing pedestrian facilities 
to building entrances. 

 
j. Striping. All off-street parking areas 

containing four (4) or more spaces or containing angled 
parking shall have the parking spaces and aisles clearly 
marked on the pavement. 

   
k. All required parking, stacking and loading 

spaces, and access areas shall be used exclusively for 
the temporary parking and maneuvering of vehicles and 
shall not be used for the sale, lease, display, repair, 
or storage of vehicles, trailers, boats, campers, mobile 
homes, merchandise, or equipment, or for any other use 
not authorized by the provisions of this Title. 

 
l. Loading Facilities.  For each off-street 

loading space required by this section there shall be 
provided space clear and free of all obstructions, at 
least ten (10) feet in width, fifty feet (50) feet in 
length and fourteen (14) feet in height.  Off-street 
parking and off-street loading space shall be provided 
with methods of ingress and egress such that it will be 
unnecessary for trucks or tractor trailer combinations 
to back into them from a  public street or out of them 
into a public street; however, off-street loading spaces 
may utilize adjacent local streets as needed for ingress 
and egress when specifically approved in writing by the 
City Engineer or designee, based upon a submitted 
drawing using truck turning radius templates that 
demonstrates how the loading spaces will be utilized. 
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m. Maintenance.  All off-street parking and 
loading facilities for the use of the public required 
pursuant to the provisions of this section shall be 
paved, drained, lighted and periodically maintained by 
the owner in accordance with specifications of the City 
Engineer.  

 
n. Reductions.  Required off-street parking 

spaces may not be reduced except upon the approval of 
the Zoning Administrator and then only after proof that, 
by reason of a decrease of floor space, seating capacity, 
number of employees, or change in other factors 
controlling the regulation of the number of parking 
spaces, the proposed reduction is reasonable and 
consistent with the intent of this section. 

 
6. Calculation of Required Parking.   

 
a. When the determination of the number of 

parking, stacking, bicycle parking or loading spaces 
results in a requirement of a fractional space, any 
fraction up to and including one-fourth shall be 
disregarded and fractions over one-fourth shall require 
one additional parking, stacking, bicycle parking or 
loading space.   

 
b. When there are multiple structures on a lot or 

multiple uses within a structure, parking shall be 
calculated separately for each different use area within 
a building or site, including all accessory uses, unless 
a plan for shared parking or joint-use parking is 
approved by the Zoning Administrator.  

 
d. One parking space for each twenty-five (25) 

uninterrupted linear feet of available street frontage 
of a local roadway usable for on-street parking directly 
adjacent to a parcel may be deducted from the total off-
street parking spaces required for a site. The width of 
drive accesses, designated non-parking areas, sight 
triangles, and similar circumstances may not be 
considered as available for the purpose of on-street 
parking space. Parking on roadways classified as an 
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arterial roadway or a collector roadway will not be 
considered. 
 

d. Parking spaces required on a per-employee 
basis shall be based on the maximum number of employees 
on the largest shift. 

 
e. When parking is required based on seating as 

a unit of measurement, all calculations shall be based 
on the number of fixed seats.  If fixed seats are not 
provided, then parking shall be determined at a rate of 
one space per five (5) occupants. 

 
f. The number of parking spaces shall be provided 

on the basis of the following minimum requirements:  

 
USE REQUIRED NUMBER OF OFF-STREET PARKING 

SPACES 
Residential Uses 
Single-family Two (2) spaces for each dwelling unit. 
Two-family Two (2) spaces for each dwelling unit. 
Accessory 
dwelling unit 

One (1) space for accessory dwelling unit.  

Low and moderate 
income multi-
family housing 

0.65 spaces for each dwelling unit. 

Multi-family One (1) space for each efficiency unit; 
One and one-half spaces  (1.5) for each or 
each one-bedroom unit; and 
 
Two (2) spaces for each two-bedroom unit; 
Two and one-half (2.5) spaces for each 
three-bedroom unit or larger. 

Rooming & 
boarding houses 

One (1) space for each sleeping room 
rented, plus two (2) additional spaces for 
the owner or operator of the house. 

Senior housing 0.65 spaces for each dwelling unit. 

Dormitories One (1) space for each sleeping room. 

Adult or 
disabled care 
centers, 
convalescent 

One (1) space for each four (4) patient 
beds, plus one additional space for each 
employee. 
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homes and 
nursing homes  

Institutional Uses 
Schools 
including 
colleges, 
elementary 
schools, middle 
schools and high 
schools 

One (1) space for each employee, plus 
additional space for any places of public 
assembly in accordance with the 
requirements set forth in this Section for 
such uses. In addition, all senior high 
schools and colleges shall provide one 
space for every three (3) students. 

Elementary and 
middle schools 

One (1) space for each employee, plus 
additional space for any places of public 
assembly in accordance with the 
requirements set for in this section for 
such uses.   

Schools 
including 
colleges, and 
high schools 

One (1) space for each employee, plus 
additional space for any places of public 
assembly in accordance with the 
requirements set forth in this section for 
such uses and one space for every three 
(3) students.  

Libraries and 
museums 

One (1) space for each three hundred (300) 
three hundred sixty (360)  square feet of 
gross floor area. 

Places of public 
assembly 
including 
exhibition 
halls, 
convention 
halls, 
auditoriums, 
sports arenas, 
athletic fields 
and theaters 

One (1) space for each five (5) seats 
provided. If fixed seats are not provided, 
then parking shall be determined at a rate 
of one space per five (5) occupants. 

Religious 
institutions 

One space for each five (5) seats provided 
in an assembly area. If fixed seats are 
not provided, then parking shall be 
determined at a rate of one space per five 
(5) occupants. 

Commercial Uses 
Child care 
centers 

One (1) space for each employee and one 
(1) space for each ten (10) children. 
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Motor fueling 
stations/ 
convenience 
stores 

Four (4) spaces plus two (2) spaces for 
each service stall or bay.  Facilities 
designed for sale of other items shall be 
required to provide additional parking in 
accordance with other applicable 
provisions of this Section.  

Motor vehicle 
repair garages 

Two (2) spaces for each repair stall, plus 
additional spaces as needed to store 
vehicles waiting to be repaired or picked 
up after repair.  

Hospitals One (1) space for each two (2) patient beds 
plus one (1) additional space for each two 
(2) employees. 

Hotels and 
motels 

One (1) space for each guest room. If, in 
addition to the guest rooms, patrons are 
provided with assembly halls, bars, 
restaurants, nightclubs, retail shops, 
service establishments or other 
businesses, additional off-street parking 
spaces will be required for such other 
uses in accordance with the regulations of 
this Section for those uses. 

Funeral homes 
and mortuaries 

One (1) space for each four (4) seats for 
patron use or one (1) space for each sixty 
(60) seventy-five (75) gross square feet 
of building area, whichever is greater. 

Office buildings One (1) space for each three hundred (300) 
three hundred sixty (360)  square feet of 
gross floor area. 

Medical, 
chiropractic and 
dental clinics 

One (1) space for each two hundred fifty 
(250) three hundred (300) square feet of 
gross floor area. 

Veterinary 
clinics 

One (1) space for each two hundred fifty 
(250) three hundred (300) square feet of 
gross floor area. 

Sports and 
fitness clubs 

One (1) space for each three hundred (300) 
three hundred sixty (360) square feet of 
gross floor area. 

Retail sales and 
service 

One (1) space for each two hundred fifty 
(250) three hundred (300) square feet of 
gross floor area. 

Multi-tenant 
shopping center 
with a minimum 
of thirty 
thousand 

Off-street parking shall be provided in an 
amount equivalent to one One(1) space for 
each two hundred fifty (250) three hundred 
(300) square feet of gross leasable area, 
provided the area of all dining and 
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(30,000) square 
feet of leasable 
area and a 
minimum of five 
(5) tenants 

drinking establishments within the 
shopping center do not exceed twenty-five 
(25) percent of the total leasable area.  

Furniture and 
appliance sales 

One (1) space for each six hundred (600) 
seven hundred twenty (720) square feet of 
gross floor area. 

Bar, tavern or 
lounge  

One (1) space for each fifty (50) sixty 
(60) square feet of gross floor area, plus 
one (1) space for each employee on the 
largest shift.  Patio Outdoor patio areas 
shall not be included when calculating 
floor area. 

Full service 
restaurant 

One (1) space for each seventy-five (75) 
square feet of gross floor dining area, 
plus one (1) space for each employee on 
the largest shift.  Patio Outdoor patio 
areas shall not be included when 
calculating gross floor area.  If the 
restaurant includes a designated bar 
areas, off-street parking shall be 
provided for that area at a ratio of one 
(1) space for each fifty (50) sixty (60) 
square feet of gross floor area. 

Fast food 
restaurant with 
or without 
drive-through 
facilities, 
including coffee 
shops, ice cream 
or yogurt shops  

One (1) space for each sixty (60) square 
feet of gross floor dining area.  Patio 
Outdoor patio areas shall not be included 
when calculating gross floor area.  If a 
drive-though is included, stacking space 
in accordance with the applicable 
provisions of this Section must also be 
provided. 

Take out 
restaurant with 
no patron 
seating 

One (1) space for each two hundred (200) 
two hundred forty (240) square feet of 
gross floor area.   

Amusement uses One (1) space for each three hundred (300) 
three hundred sixty (360) square feet of 
gross floor area. 

Industrial Uses 
Service 
businesses 
located within 
the MA – 
Industrial or 

Five (5) spaces or One (1) space for each 
two hundred and fifty (250) four hundred 
(400) square feet of each unit storage 
area devoted to public sales, service, or 
office use, and one space for each six 
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MB- Industrial 
zoning districts 
with fifty (50) 
percent or more 
of the gross 
floor area 
devoted to 
storage, 
warehouse and/or 
industry use, 
including those 
facilities 
commonly 
referred to as 
shop condos 

hundred (600) square feet of storage area, 
whichever is greater. Sufficient space to 
park all company-owned or leased vehicles 
including passenger automobiles, trucks, 
tractors, trailers and similar company-
owned motor vehicles must be provided in 
addition to the required off-street 
parking.  These provisions shall apply on 
a per unit basis for multi-tenant or 
multi-owner buildings such as shop condos. 

Self-service 
storage 
facilities  

A dedicated parking lane with a minimum 
width of nine (9) feet shall be provided 
adjacent to each storage unit opening in 
the building. Driveways adjacent to each 
parking lane shall be a minimum of twenty 
(20) feet in width. In facilities provided 
with a dedicated rental or leasing office, 
one (1) space for each two hundred and 
fifty (250) three hundred (300) gross 
square feet of office area must be 
provided.  

Manufacturing 
and industrial 
plants, public 
utility 
buildings, 
fabricating 
plants and all 
other similar 
structures  

One (1) space for each manufacturing 
employee on the largest shift, plus one 
(1) space for each two hundred fifty 
square (250) three hundred (300) gross 
feet of office area. Sufficient space to 
park all company-owned or leased vehicles 
including passenger automobiles, trucks, 
tractors, trailers and similar company-
owned motor vehicles must be provided in 
addition to the required off-street 
parking. 

Warehousing and 
distribution  

One (1) space for each employee on the 
largest shift or one (1) space for each 
two thousand (2,000) two thousand four 
hundred (2,400) square feet of gross floor 
area, whichever is greater,  plus one (1) 
space for each two hundred fifty (250) 
three hundred (300) gross square feet of 
office area. Sufficient space to park all 
company-owned or leased vehicles including 
passenger automobiles, trucks, tractors, 
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trailers and similar company-owned motor 
vehicles must be provided in addition to 
the required off- street parking. 

Uses Not Specifically Listed 
For uses not specifically listed above, off-street parking 
requirements shall be determined by the Zoning 
Administrator on the same basis as required for the most 
similar listed uses.  In such cases, the Zoning 
Administrator may also consult off-street parking reference 
materials including, but not limited to, manuals prepared 
by the American Planning Association and the Institute of 
Transportation Engineers. In such cases, either the Zoning 
Administrator or the applicant for the certificate of 
occupancy or building permit may apply to the Board of 
Adjustment for an interpretation of the provisions of this 
article for such off-street parking and off-street loading 
requirements and the Board of Adjustment shall render a 
decision in writing in the manner provided for in this 
Section for such action. 

 
g. Interpretation. For uses not specifically listed 

in this Section, parking requirements shall be 
determined by the Zoning Administrator on the same basis 
as required for the most similar listed uses.   In such 
cases, the Zoning Administrator may also consult parking 
reference materials including, but not limited to, 
manuals prepared by the American Planning Association 
and the Institute of Transportation Engineers.   

 
  7. Fractional measurements.  When units or measurements 
determining number of required off-street parking and 
off-street loading spaces result in the requirements of a 
fractional space, any fraction up to and including one-fourth 
shall be disregarded, and fractions over one-fourth shall 
require one off-street parking or off-street loading space.  

 
7. Location of Required Parking Facilities. The off-

street parking facilities required by this section shall be 
on the same parcel of land as the structure they are intended 
to serve. When practical difficulties prevent the 
establishment of such facilities upon the same parcel, off-
site parking shall be furnished within four hundred (400) 
feet of the premises to which they are appurtenant.  In 
addition, adequate and safe pedestrian access shall be 
provided to and from the off-site parking facility. 
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  8. Off-street parking and loading requirements in 
certain zoning districts.  In that section of the city 
described as follows:  Commencing at the intersection of the 
east line of Ninth Street and to the south line of Thayer 
Avenue; thence south on Ninth Street to a point one hundred 
fifty feet south of the south boundary line of Main Avenue 
being the center line of the Burlington Northern Railway 
Company right-of-way; thence west along the said center line 
of the Burlington Northern Railway Company right-of-way to the 
center line of Seventh Street extended; thence south to a point 
384.11 feet south of the center line of Bowen Avenue; thence 
west along the south side of Lot 1, Block 5, Wachter’s Addition 
and Lot 2, Block 4, Wachter’s Addition to the southwest corner 
of Lot 2; thence north along the west line of Lot 2, Block 4, 
Wachter’s Addition to the center line of Bowen Avenue; thence 
west along the center line of Bowen Avenue to the center line 
of the vacated alley adjacent to Lots 1-12, Block 65, Original 
Plat; thence north along the center line of said vacated alley 
to the center line of Sweet Avenue; thence north along the 
center line of the vacated alley adjacent to and west of Lots 
19-24, Block 47, Original Plat to the center line of the 
vacated alley adjacent and to the north of Lot 24; thence west 
7.5 feet along the center line of the vacated alley adjacent 
to Lot 7, Block 47, Original Plat; thence north to the center 
line of Front Avenue; thence west along the center line of 
Front Avenue to the center line of 3rd Street; thence north on 
Third Street to the center line of the Burlington Northern 
Railway Company right-of-way; thence west along the center 
line of the Burlington Northern Railway Company right-of-way 
to the east line of Washington Street extended; thence north 
along the east line of Washington Street to the northwest 
corner of Lot 24, Block 84, Original Plat; thence east from 
the northwest corner of Lot 24, Block 84, Original Plat to the 
southwest corner of Lot 6, Block 84, Original Plat; thence 
north from the southwest corner of Lot 6, Block 84, Original 
Plat to the south line of Thayer Avenue; thence east along the 
south line of Thayer Avenue to the east line of Mandan Street; 
thence north along the east line of Mandan Street to the south 
line of Rosser Avenue; thence east along the south line of 
Rosser Avenue to the east line of First Street; thence south 
along the east line of First Street to the northwest corner of 
Lot 18, Block 110, Original Plat; thence east from this point 
to the east line of Second Street; thence north along the east 
line of Second Street to the south line of Rosser Avenue; 
thence east along the south line of Rosser Avenue to the east 
line of Third Street; thence north along the east line of Third 
Street to the  south line of Avenue A; thence east along the 
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south line of Avenue A to the east line of Lot 4, Block 26, 
Northern Pacific Second Addition; thence south from this point 
along the center line of Block 26, Northern Pacific Second 
Addition and Block 126, Original Plat to the south line of 
Rosser Avenue; thence east along the south line of Rosser 
Avenue to the west line of Eighth Street; thence south along 
the west line of Eighth Street to the south line of Thayer 
Avenue; thence east along the south line of Thayer Avenue to 
the point of beginning, the following off-street parking 
provisions shall apply:  

 
   a. For any new building replacing a building 

existing at the date of this article, a new building being 
constructed on vacant land or any building in which the 
floor space is increased by any additions or structural 
alterations, off-street parking space will not be 
required under this article, but will be provided by the 
City of Bismarck, as the governing body of this city may 
from time to time provide by eminent domain, or other 
authorized legal means, and assess against the benefited 
property.  

 
   b. Notwithstanding any other requirements of this 

section relative to off-street parking, off-street 
loading shall be provided as designated elsewhere in this 
section.  

 
 

48. Off-street vehicle stacking.  Except as provided 
elsewhere in this section, no application for a building permit 
or certificate of occupancy for a commercial or industrial use 
shall be approved unless there is included with the plan for 
such building improvement or use, a site plan showing the 
required space designated as being reserved for off-street 
vehicle stacking purposes to be provided in connection with 
such building improvements or use in accordance with this 
section; and no certificate of occupancy shall be issued unless 
the required facilities have been provided.  Each required 
vehicle stacking space shall be of an area at least ten (10) 
feet wide and twenty (20) feet in length.  Vehicle stacking 
lanes shall be located completely upon the parcel of land that 
includes the structure they are intended to serve and shall be 
so designed as to not impede on- or off-site traffic movements.  
All vehicle stacking spaces shall be surfaced with a dustless 
all-weather hard surface material.  Acceptable surfacing 
materials include asphalt, concrete, brick, cement pavers or 
similar materials installed and maintained according to 
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industry standards.  Crushed rock, crushed asphalt, crushed 
concrete or gravel shall not be considered an acceptable 
surfacing material.  The number of off-street vehicle stacking 
spaces shall be provided on the basis of the following minimum 
requirements:   
 

Type of Use 
Minimum Number 
of Stacking 

Spaces 
Measured From 

Type of Use 
Minimum Number 
of Stacking 
Spaces 

Measured From 

Financial 
institution- ATM 

3 spaces per lane Kiosk 

Financial institution 
– teller 

4 spaces for 
first lane, 3 
spaces for each 
additional lane 

Window or pneumatic 
tube kiosk 

Drive-through 
restaurant 

12 spaces Pick-up window 

Drive-through coffee 
shop 

10 spaces Pick-up window 

Car wash, automatic 6 spaces per bay Entrance 
Car wash, self-
service 

3 spaces per bay Entrance 

Drive-through car 
service (oil change 
and similar) 

3 spaces per bay Entrance 

Drive-through 
pharmacy 

3 spaces Window 

Drive-through 
cleaners 

3 spaces Window 

Drive-through photo 
lab 

3 spaces Window 

Self-service fueling 
station 

2 spaces per 
fueling island 

Each end of the 
fueling island 

Gated parking lots 
and entrances 

2 spaces Gate 

For uses not specified above, the Planning and Zoning 
Commission shall determine the appropriate number of spaces 
required based on the requirements for a similar use. 
 
A drive-through facility with vehicle stacking spaces based 
on one type of use may not be converted to another type of 
use without the submittal and approval of a new site plan.  A 
new special use permit shall be required for any change to a 
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use with greater vehicle stacking space requirements.  A 
drive-through facility which has been discontinued cannot be 
re-established unless a new special use permit has been 
approved. 
 

 a. Interpretation. For uses not specifically 
listed above, stacking requirements shall be determined 
by the Planning and Zoning Commission, in conjunction 
with approval of a special use permit, on the same basis 
as required for the most similar listed uses.   

 
9. Location of required parking and loading facilities.  

The off-street parking facilities required by this section 
shall be on the same lot or parcel of land as the structure 
they are intended to serve; provided, however, when practical 
difficulties, prevent the establishment of such facilities 
upon the same lot or parcel, they shall be furnished within 
four hundred feet (400) of the premises to which they are 
appurtenant.  Off-site parking lots within residential areas 
are subject to the requirements of Section 14-03-08(4)(x).  
The off-street loading facilities required by this section 
shall in all cases be on the same lot or parcel of land as 
the structure they are intended to serve.  In no case shall 
the required off-street loading space be part of the area 
used to satisfy the off-street parking requirements of this 
article.  All required off-street parking and loading 
facilities along with all ingress and egress driveways 
thereto shall be zoned appropriately for the principal use 
which they are intended to serve.  
  

9. Special Use Permit for a Drive–in/Drive-through 
Retail or Service Establishment. Drive–in/drive-through for 
retail or service establishments are subject to the 
requirements of Section 14-03-08(4)(g).  A drive-through 
facility with vehicle stacking spaces based on one type of 
use may not be converted to another type of use without the 
submittal and approval of a new site plan.  A new special use 
permit shall be required for any change to a use with greater 
vehicle stacking space requirements.  

 
10.  Plan of required off-street parking or loading 

areas.  For the purpose of converting parking or loading 
spaces into the required parking or loading area, plans must 
be submitted to the Zoning Administrator to show how the 
required parking or loading space shall be arranged in the 
area supplied for that purpose and to indicate sufficient 
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space for parking maneuvers, as well as adequate ingress and 
egress to the parking or loading area.  For each parking 
space, not under roof, there shall be provided additional 
area for lanes, alleys, aisles and drives necessary for safe 
and adequate parking maneuvering.   For each off-street 
loading space required by this section there shall be provided 
space clear and free of all obstructions, at least ten (10) 
feet in width, fifty feet (50) feet in length and fourteen 
(14) feet in height.  Off-street parking and off-street 
loading space shall be provided with methods of ingress and 
egress such that it will be unnecessary for trucks or 
tractor-trailer combinations to back into them from a street 
or out of them into a street.  Off-street loading spaces may 
utilize adjacent local streets as needed for ingress and 
egress when specifically approved in writing by the City 
Engineer or his designee, based upon a submitted drawing using 
truck turning radius templates that demonstrates how the 
loading spaces will be utilized. 

  
10. Administrative Approval of Parking and Stacking 

Alternatives. The Zoning Administrator, where appropriate, 
may approve a reduction of required parking, provided a 
parking study prepared by the applicant or their consultant 
is submitted for review.  Such study shall include estimates 
of parking demand based on recommendations of the Institute 
of Traffic Engineers, the American Planning Association 
(APA), Urban Land Institute, or other acceptable estimates as 
approved by the zoning administrator.  The study should also 
include other reliable data collected from uses or 
combinations of uses that are the same as or comparable with 
the proposed use.  Comparability will be determined by 
development type, density, size and scale, and location.  
Additional considerations will be given to adaptive re-uses 
surrounding land uses, anticipated users, seasonal uses, low 
and moderate housing, availability of transportation choices, 
walkability index score and existing or proposed pedestrian 
infrastructure. The study shall document the source of data 
used to develop the recommendations. Any subsequent change in 
use or dimensions of a site approved utilizing this Section 
of the ordinance will require a review to determine if 
adequate parking exists for any new use.  

 
a. Shared Parking.  The Zoning Administrator, 

where appropriate, may approve shared or simultaneous 
use of parking provided a parking study prepared by the 
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applicant or their consultant is submitted for review.  
Such study shall include estimates of parking demand 
based on recommendations of the Institute of Traffic 
Engineers, the American Planning Association, Urban Land 
Institute, or other acceptable estimates as approved by 
the Zoning Administrator.  Such study must provide the 
following: 

 
i. It can be demonstrated that the location 

and design requirements of this section are met.  
 
ii. Adequate and safe pedestrian access is 

provided from and to parking areas.  
 
iii. In the event that an off-site parking 

area is not under the same ownership as the 
principal use served, a written shared parking 
agreement, for heirs and assigns of the properties 
will be required.  An attested copy of the agreement 
between the owners of record must be submitted to 
the Zoning Administrator for review and approval. 
The agreement must be recorded with the Burleigh 
County Recorder prior to the issuance of a building 
permit for any use served by the off-site parking 
area.  

 
iv. Any subsequent change in use or 

dimensions by either party will require proof that 
the minimum parking requirements of the approved 
shared parking agreement are met.   

 
b. Parking Determination.  The Zoning 

Administrator may apply to the Board of Adjustment for 
an interpretation of the provisions of this article for 
required parking, stacking and loading requirements and 
the Board of Adjustment shall render a decision in 
writing in the manner provided for in this section for 
such action.   

 
  11. Use of required off-street parking by another 

building.  No part of an off-street parking area required for 
any building or use for the purpose of complying with the 
provisions of this section shall be included as a part of an 
off-street parking area similarly required for another 
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building or use unless the type of structure indicates that 
the periods of usage for such structures will not be 
simultaneous with each other, as determined by the board of 
adjustment.  
 

511.  Off-street loading.  Except as provided elsewhere 
in this section, no application for a building permit or 
certificate of occupancy for a commercial or industrial use 
shall be approved unless there is included with the plan for 
such building improvement or use, a plot site plan showing 
the required loading space or structural design for 
off-street loading purposes to be provided in connection with 
such building, improvement or use, in accordance with this 
section; and no certificate of occupancy shall be issued 
unless the required facilities have been provided in 
accordance with those shown on the approved plan.  Such 
off-street loading space shall be provided in accordance with 
the following minimum requirements:  

 
a. the number of off-street stacking spaces shall 

be provided on the basis of the following minimum 
requirements: 

 
a i. Each department store, freight terminal 

or railroad yard, hospital or sanitarium medical 
facility, industrial plant, manufacturing 
establishment, retail establishment, storage 
warehouse or wholesale establishment which has an 
aggregate gross floor area of twenty-five thousand 
(25,000) square feet or more, arranged, intended or 
designed for such use, shall provide off-street 
truck loading or unloading berths in accordance 
with the following table: 

 
  Square Feet of Aggregate                Required  
  Gross Floor Area                     Number of  
  Devoted to Such Use                     Berths  
 
  25,000 but less than 40,000. . . . . . .     1  
  40,000 but less than 100,000 . . . . . .     2  
  100,000 but less than 160,000. . . . . .     2  
  160,000 but less than 240,000. . . . . .     4  
  240,000 up to and including  
  320,000. . . . . . . . . . . . .      5  
  For each additional 90,000 . . . . . . .     1 Addl 
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Square feet of Aggregate Gross 
Floor Area Devoted to Such Use 

Required Number of 
Berths 

25,000 but less than 40,000 1 

40,000 but less than 100,000 2 

100,000 but less than 160,000 2 

160,000 but less than 240,000 4 

240,000 up to and including 
320,000 

5 

For each additional 90,000 1 additional berth 

 
b. Each multifamily dwelling having ten (10) 

dwelling units - One off-street loading berth for ten 
(10) up to and including thirty (30) dwelling units, 
plus one additional off-street loading berth for each 
additional thirty dwelling units.  

 
C ii.  Each auditorium, convention hall, 

exhibition hall, funeral home, hotel, office 
building, restaurant, sports arena, hospital or 
welfare institution or medical facility which has 
an aggregate gross floor area of fifty thousand 
(50,000) square feet or more used or intended to be 
used for service to the arranged, intended or 
designed uses - One off-street loading berth for 
fifty thousand (50,000) square feet up to and 
including two hundred fifty thousand (250,000) 
square feet and one additional berth for each 
additional two hundred thousand (200,000) square 
feet of floor area. shall provide off-street truck 
loading or unloading berths in accordance with the 
following table: 
 

Square feet of Aggregate Gross 
Floor Area Devoted to Such Use 

Required Number of 
Berths 

50,000 up to and including 
250,000 

1 

For each additional 250,000 1 additional berth 
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   d. In computing the ground coverage of the 
principal building and all accessory buildings for any 
nonresidential use, sufficient area shall be added to the 
actual area of the principal building and all accessory 
buildings to provide off-street parking as required by 
section 14-03-10 of this ordinance.  

 
12. Maintenance of public off-street parking places 

provided.  All off-street parking facilities for the use of 
the public required pursuant to the provisions of this section 
shall be paved, drained, lighted and periodically maintained 
by the owner in accordance with specifications of the city 
engineer, and such facilities shall be arranged for 
convenient access and safety of pedestrians and vehicles.  No 
open area in an off-street parking area shall be encroached 
upon by buildings, storage or any other use; nor shall the 
number of parking spaces be reduced except upon the approval 
of the board of adjustment and then only after proof that, by 
reason of diminution of floor space, seating capacity, number 
of employees, or change in other factors controlling the 
regulation of the number of parking spaces, the proposed 
reduction is reasonable and consistent with the intent of 
this section.  

 
612.  Continuing character of obligation.  The schedule 

of requirements for off-street parking space and off-street 
loading space shall be a continuing obligation of the owner 
of the real estate on which any such structure is located as 
long as the structure is in existence and its use requiring 
vehicle parking or vehicle loading facilities continues.  It 
shall be unlawful for an owner of any building affected by 
this Section to discontinue, change or dispense with, or to 
cause the discontinuance or change of the required vehicle 
parking or loading spaces apart from the discontinuance, sale 
or transfer of such structure, without establishing 
alternative vehicle parking or loading space which meets with 
the requirements of and is in compliance with this Section.  
It shall be unlawful for any firm or corporation to use such 
building without acquiring such land or other suitable land 
for vehicle parking or loading space which meets with the 
requirements of and is in compliance with this article 
Section.  

 
13. Collective action relative to off-street parking and 

loading.  Nothing in this title shall be construed to prevent 
the joint use of off-street parking or off-street loading 
space for two or more buildings or uses, if the total of such 
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spaces when used together shall not be less than the sum of 
the requirements for the various individual uses computed 
separately in accordance with this section. 

 
  13. Special Use Permit for Off-Site Parking Lots. Off-
site parking lots within residential areas are subject to the 
requirements of Section 14-03-08(4)(x).  The off-street 
loading facilities required by this section shall in all cases 
be on the same lot or parcel of land as the structure they 
are intended to serve.  In no case shall the required off-
street loading space be part of the area used to satisfy the 
off-street parking requirements of this Section.  All 
required off-street parking and loading facilities along with 
all ingress and egress driveways thereto shall be zoned 
appropriately for the principal use which they are intended 
to serve.  

 
  14. Mixed uses.  In the case of mixed uses, except as 

provided for in subsection 1(h)(2) of this section for a multi-
tenant shopping center, the total requirements for off-street 
parking and off-street loading space shall be the sum of the 
requirements of the various uses computed separately as 
specified in subsections 1 and 2 of this section, and the 
off-street parking and off-street loading space for one use 
shall not be considered as providing the required off-street 
parking or off-street loading space for any other use.  

 
  15 14. Nonconforming uses.   In the case of 

nonconforming uses where major repairs, substantial 
alterations or extensions are made, no such major repairs, 
substantial alterations or extensions shall be permitted 
unless and until the off-street parking and off-street loading 
facility space requirements of this section, so far as they 
apply to the use to which such building is devoted, shall be 
fully provided for.  Provided, however, this item shall not 
apply to the rebuilding of nonconforming uses that are being 
rebuilt according to section 14-03-09 of the zoning ordinance, 
or to structures located upon lots in districts being assessed 
for city-operated parking lots.  

 
  16. Vacant lots.  Vacant lots may be used for temporary 

off-street parking purposes if they meet the following 
criteria:  

 
   a. Location.  Lot is located not more than six 

hundred (600) feet in distance from a parking district 
boundary.  
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   b. Surfacing.  Lot shall be surfaced and said 

surfacing shall be approved by the city engineer.  
 
   c. Access.  Lot shall have separate ingress and 

egress driveways and said driveways shall be approved by 
the city engineer.     

 
   d. Minimum size.   Lot shall be of sufficient size 

to contain not less than ten (10) automobiles, with each 
parking space at least nine (9) feet wide and twenty feet 
long, in addition to the ingress and egress driveways 
required.  

 
   e. Permit.  Lots shall be authorized by the 

issuance of a certificate of occupancy from the director 
of inspection's office following compliance with and 
receipt of approval of items a, b, c and d described 
above.  

(Ord. 4117, 12-30-86; Ord. 4213, 8-02-88; Ord. 4323, 4-24-90; Ord. 4236, 1-17-89; Ord. 4325 and 4326, 4-24-90 & 
5-01-90; Ord. 4333, 6-05-90; Ord. 4332, 6-05-90; Ord. 4336, 7-31-90; Ord. 4770, 06-25-96; Ord. 4821, 02-25-97; 
Ord. 4863, 08-12-97; Ord. 4936, 09-08-98; Ord. 5206, 10-08-02; Ord. 5207, 10-08-02; Ord. 5247, 04-22-03; Ord. 
5295, 02-24-04; Ord. 5501, 04-25-06; Ord. 5527, 06-27-06; Ord. 5693, 09-23-08; Ord. 5728, 05-26-09; Ord. 5852, 
11-22-11; Ord. 6028, 01-28-14; Ord. 6040, 04-22-14; Ord. 6043, 04-22-14; Ord. 6050, 05-27-14; Ord. 6120, 05-26-
15; Ord. 6157, 8-25-15; Ord. 6171, 10-27-15; Ord. 6195, 03-22-16; Ord. 6271, 07-25-17) 

 
Section 4. Repeal.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in 
conflict with this ordinance are hereby repealed. 
 
Section 5. Severability.  If any section, sentence clause or 
phrase of this ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid or 
unconstitutional by a decision of any court of competent 
jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 
 
Section 6. Effective Date.  This ordinance shall take effect 
upon final passage, adoption and publication. 
 

















Bismarck 
Community Development Department 

DATE: May 6, 2020 

FROM: Ben Ehreth, AICP, Community Development Director 

ITEM: Consider Allowing Temporary Transit Route Change. 

REQUEST 

Consider allowing Bis-Man Transit a temporary Service Route Change. 
Please place this item on the 5/12/2020 City Commission consent meeting agenda. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

With the University of Mary's campus closed until August, Bis-Man Transit believes there are 

opportunities to transition the route portion that goes to U of Mary, to other areas that could give 

Transit access to potential riders elsewhere in the community. They are requesting to change 

the Green Route, on a temporary basis, for as long as the State of ND is in an emergency order 

from the Governor or until the University of Mary's campus opens.  The University of Mary 

concurs with this plan. There has been no fixed-route ridership since March 23, 2020. Also 

included in this memo is a letter of support for this change from the University of Mary and a 

revised route from BisMan Transit. 

The Transit Board approved unanimously on 5/8/2020, the temporary green route change,  
temporarily suspending only fixed route service to the UMary but maintaining para-transit service 
to Mary on the original green route.  

Attached is the Bis-man Transit Policy that details the definitions of a temporary service 

change, that may pre-empt the normal protocol of changing a Major Bis-Man Transit route. 

RECOMMENDED CITY COMMISSION ACTION 

Approving Bis-Man Transit's request for a temporary route change on its green route. 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

Ben Ehreth | Director of Community Development, 355-1842 or 

behreth@bismarcknd.gov 

Steve Saunders I Bis-Man MPO Director, 355-1848 or ssaunders@bismarcknd.gov



A.I - 1  

Policy for Bis-Man Transit (Paratransit and Fixed Route) Fare and Service Changes 

 
Definition and Approval Process for Temporary Service Changes. 

Service changes required for a limited period of time are considered temporary changes. Temporary 

service changes may be instated as a result of road construction, natural disaster, special event or other 

like circumstances, and are not intended to be permanent. The Transit Director has the administrative 

authority to make temporary service changes. The Bis-Man Transit Board of Directors will be notified of 

temporary service changes at the next regularly scheduled board meeting. The board reserves the right 

to change or reverse a temporary service change. 

 

If a temporary service change is to become permanent, the Transit Director will evaluate the change and 

determine if it is minor or major. The Transit Director will then proceed with the prescribed approval 

process for the identified change. 

 

Definition and Approval Process for Minor Service Changes: 

Service changes that result in less than 25% change of existing route mileage are considered minor 

changes. The Transit Director has the administrative authority to make minor service changes. The Bis• 

Man Transit Board of Directors will be notified of minor service changes at the next regularly scheduled 

board meeting . The board reserves the right to change or reverse a minor service changes. 

 

Definition and Approval Process for Major Service Changes: 

A service change will be considered major if it meets at least one of the following: 

1.  Alterations to the geographic service area boundary. 

2. Change in hours of service. 

3. Change of fares. 

4. Elimination of a route. 

5. Addition of a route. 

6. Any change in a route at or in-excess-of 25% of the existing route mileage. 

7. Relocation of a transit hub. 

All major service changes will be subject to the public hearing process and must be approved by the Bis• 

Man Transit Board of Directors prior to forwarding their recommendation to the Bismarck City 

Commission. Major service changes will only be implemented after approval by the Bismarck City 

Commission. 

Process for Minor Service Changes: 

The public will be notified of all minor service changes . Notification avenues may include the official 

newspaper of Bismarck, public service announcements, or postings on Bis-Man Transit's social media 

sites. 



A.I - 2 

 

Process for Service Changes: 

The Bis-Man Transit Board must solicit and consider public comment before implementing major service 

changes to the public transportation system. The public includes all residents within the service area, not 

exclusively citizens of Bismarck. At a minimum, The Bis-Man Transit Board will hold a public hearing 

regarding the proposed major service changes. Notice of the public hearing must be published at least 

once in the official newspaper for the City of Bismarck at least 15 days prior to the public hearing. After 

the public hearing and upon the recommendation of the Bis-Man Transit Board, the proposed major 

service changes will be considered by the Bismarck City Commission. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Approved by Bis-Man Transit Board 

 

. . 

Title:  '--_; : ,_ ;.._ .. ;,. ..:· .: 

 
 

.. . 

 

 
 

 



 

,iVi'UNIVERSITY 

-of MARY 

 

CHRISTI SCHAEFBAUER 

Vice President for Financial Affairs 

 
 
 

May 7, 2020 

 
Mr. Glenn Lauinger 

Bis-Man Transit 

3750 E Rosser Avenue 

Bismarck, ND  58501 

 
Dear Mr. Lauinger and Bis-Man Transit Board, 

 
I'm writing you from a strangely quiet campus for the month of May. As I'm sure you 

know, most of our students departed in March and we have moved all classes online for 

the summer. We have also temporarily shut down our dining services and transitioned 

much of our staff to remote work. This translates to virtually no students or employees 

who rely on the CAT going from or coming to campus and we would be remiss if we did 

not make you aware of these conditions. 

 
Due to these unusual circumstances, we would be open to temporary suspension of our 

portion of the route in the interests of good stewardship, with the understanding that the 

full route would resume on Monday, August 3, 2020. 

 
This temporary suspension would not impact our current agreement and our funding of 
the route through meal plan upgrades.  We plan to open in the fall semester and hope 

to have solid sales of meal plan upgrades. 
 
 
 
 

 
Christi Schaefbauer, CPA 

Vice President for Financial Affairs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7500 University Drive   Bismarck, ND 58504   701.255.7500    Fax: 701.255 .7687    www.umary.edu 

http://www.umary.edu/
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Engineering Department 
 

DATE: April 30, 2020  

FROM: Gabe Schell, City Engineer 

ITEM: Highway Construction Project No. 129 

REQUEST 

Consider approval of Contract Change Order No. 1 for HC 129 

 

Please place this item on the 5/12/2020 City Commission meeting agenda.  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Highway Construction Project HC129 consists of improvements to the public right of 

way in the vicinity of the Costco property adjacent to North State Street that have been 

approved by NDDOT and the City. These improvements were identified in a traffic 

impact study and recommended changes to US 83 (State Street) at its intersection with 

Brookside Lane and at 57th Avenue as well as improvements to Brookside Lane and 

57th Avenue themselves outside of the US 83 right-of-way.  

 

Change Order No. 1 is for the additional borrow excavation required due to conditions 

found during construction. On Brookside Lane, some of the material under the existing 

roadbed was found to be unsuitable to be used for fill, resulting in a shortfall of fill 

material required to construct the Brookside turn lanes as designed. The project will 

require additional borrow excavation to the original amount bid.  The additional borrow 

excavation results in an increase in the contract cost of $56,560.   

 

The estimated change order amount represents approximately 2% of the total project 

cost, which falls well within the 10% contingency allotted the project per the project 

budget. 

 

 

 



 

2 
 

 

RECOMMENDED CITY COMMISSION ACTION 

Approved Change Order No. 1 for HC 129 in the amount of $56,560.00. 

 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

Gabe Schell, PE | City Engineer, 355-1505 or gschell@bismarcknd.gov 

 

mailto:gschell@bismarcknd.gov


CONTRACT CHANGE ORDER FORM

DEPARTMENT

City Department Engineering

Contractor

Contract Number 1

Project Number

Project Description

Original Contract Amount Approved Contract Budget

Previous Contract Amount

Change Order Amount

Proposed Contract Amount  

Within Project Scope YES Within Project Funding YES  

Original Completion Date 8/1/2021 Change in Completion Date NO

Revised Completion Date* *If completion date changed on this Change Order

Type of Change Order Work Order No(s).

Description:

Project Manager Signature (≤$15,000) SIGN HERE

Date

Department Head Signature (≤$25,000) SIGN HERE

Date

ADMINISTRATION

City Administrator Signature (≤$50,000)  

Add to Commission Agenda Date

COMMISSION APPROVAL

Commission Approval Date

Attach minutes for Commission Approval

FISCAL

Comments

State Street/Brookside Lane/57th Ave Improvements - Costco

2,733,812.90$                  3,007,194.19$          

Northern Improvement

HC 129

20-08 Change Order Number

Change Order Date 4/29/2020

COMMISSION APPROVAL 

REQUIRED

NA

ACTION REQUIRED          

(SEE BELOW)

On Brookside Lane, the material under the existing roadbed from stations 310+00 to 316+00 was found to be 

unsuitable to be used for fill, resulting in a shortfall of fill material required elsewhere on the project as 

designed. The project will require additional borrow excavation to the original amount bid.  The additional 

estimated quantity is approximately 2,800 cubic yards at the bid price of $20.20.  The actual quantity will be 

determined in the field.

Total estimated cost:

2,800 Cu yds X $20.20 = $56,560

 

Design-related

2,790,372.90$                  

2,733,812.90$                  

56,560.00$                       

 

*If not within project scope or funding, attach revised description and/or revised Project Budget for Board Approval
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Engineering Department 
 

DATE: May 4, 2020  

FROM: Gabe Schell, City Engineer 

ITEM: Street Improvement District SI 531A Revised Project Budget 
 

REQUEST 

Approval of a revised project budget for SI 531A. 

Please place this item on the 5/12/2020 City Commission meeting agenda.  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

On April 14, 2020, the Commission approved the award of the contract for Strata 

Corporation in the amount of $3,282,409.04. This amount was incorrectly reported on 

the bid summary; the correct bid amount is $3,285,508.64. The project budget has been 

revised accordingly. 

 

Attached is the revised project budget for SI531A dated May 4, 2020 

. 

RECOMMENDED CITY COMMISSION ACTION 

Approval of revised project budget for SI531A. 

 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

Linda Oster, PE, Design and Construction Engineer 355-1505, loster@bismarcknd.gov  

  

 

mailto:loster@bismarcknd.gov


Number SI 531A Description

5/1/2020 8/15/2021

Amount

3,285,508.64       

3,285,508.64       

10% 328,550.86          

3,614,059.50       

Other Contracts, Land Purchases, Etc. Contract No. Amount

22,372.10             

22,372.10             

10% 2,237.21               

24,609.31             

Amount

27,400.00             

27,400.00             

10% 2,740.00               

30,140.00             

Construction Cost - No Contingencies 3,335,280.74       

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COST WITH CONTINGENCIES 3,668,808.81       

--------------------------------------------------------- 366,880.88          

--------------------------------------------------------- 20,076.64             

--------------------------------------------------------- 40,153.28             

--------------------------------------------------------- 60,229.92             

---------------------------------------------------------4,156,149.54       

Amount

2,328,890.37       

Sales Tax & Spec Def 1,827,259.17       

4,156,149.54       

Date

Contingencies 

PROJECT BUDGET - Revised

2020 Asphalt Pavement Maintenance - Units 1-5

Scheduled Start Scheduled End

Project Contracts

Project Construction Contracts

Strata Corporation ---------------------------------------------------------

Subtotal

Total Construction Contracts

Soil Analysis*

Subtotal

Administration

*Contingencies 

Total Other Contracts

Work by Other City Departments

Signs*

Subtotal

*Contingencies 

Total Work by Other City Departments

SUMMARY

Engineering

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Total Funding

5/4/2020

Advertising and Legal

Interest During Construction

SI 531A TOTAL PROJECT COST

Project Funding

Special Assessments -------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Engineering Department 
DATE: May 4, 2020  

FROM: Gabe Schell, City Engineer 

ITEM:  Street Improvement District SI 531B – Change Order No. 1 

REQUEST 

Consider approval of Contract Change Order No. 1 for SI 531B 

Please place this item on the 5/12/2020 City Commission meeting agenda.  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Street Improvement District No. 531 consists of eight units of asphalt resurfacing, 

reconstruction and related items.  This project was bid in two parts, Part A and Part B, 

to allow for two separate contracts under one assessment district. Contracts were 

awarded for both Part A and Part B on April 14, 2020. The Contractor for Part B was 

Northern Improvement. 

 

Since the project award, Bismarck Park and Recreation District (BPRD), has requested 

that the City include maintenance improvements to their Divide Avenue Trail in Unit 6 

(Part B).  The Divide Avenue Trail is adjacent to Divide Avenue and Sleepy Hollow Park 

which is included in the district boundary of Unit 6. BPRD is requesting that the sections 

of asphalt and concrete trail be removed and replaced with concrete trail. All costs 

related to the trail improvements, Change Order No. 1, will be assessed to the BPRD 

parcel in Unit 6 (Sleepy Hollow Park).  

 

Attached is the request by BPRD, the quote from Northern Improvement Inc., the 

change order form and a revised project budget. 

 

RECOMMENDED CITY COMMISSION ACTION 

Approve Change Order No. 1 for SI 531B in the amount of $115,138.20 and the revised 
project budget. 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

Gabe Schell, PE | City Engineer, 355-1505 or gschell@bismarcknd.gov  

mailto:gschell@bismarcknd.gov






CONTRACT CHANGE ORDER FORM

DEPARTMENT

City Department Engineering

Contractor

Contract Number 1

Project Number

Project Description

Original Contract Amount Approved Contract Budget

Previous Contract Amount

Change Order Amount

Proposed Contract Amount  

Within Project Scope YES Within Project Funding YES  

Original Completion Date 8/1/2021 Change in Completion Date NO

Revised Completion Date*  *If completion date changed on this Change Order

Type of Change Order Work Order No(s).

Description:

Project Manager Signature (≤$15,000) SIGN HERE

Date

Department Head Signature (≤$25,000) SIGN HERE

Date

ADMINISTRATION

City Administrator Signature (≤$50,000)  

Add to Commission Agenda Date

COMMISSION APPROVAL

Commission Approval Date

Attach minutes for Commission Approval

FISCAL

Comments

2020 Pavement Maintenance - Units 6,7,9&10

4,163,214.81$                  4,683,445.87$          

Northern Improvement Co.

SI-531B

20-31 Change Order Number

Change Order Date 5/5/2020

COMMISSION APPROVAL 

REQUIRED

N/A

ACTION REQUIRED          

(SEE BELOW)

Bismarck Parks and Recreation District has requested replacement of the shared use path on the south side of 

Divide Avenue within Sleepy Hollow Park on Park District property be added to the project.  The Contractor has 

given an estimate of $115,138.20 to add this work to the project.

Costs will be special assessed to the Park District

 

Design-related

4,278,353.01$                  

4,163,214.81$                  

115,138.20$                     

 

*If not within project scope or funding, attach revised description and/or revised Project Budget for Board Approval



Number SI 531B Description

5/1/2020 8/15/2021

Amount

4,163,214.81       

115,138.50          

4,278,353.31       

10% 427,835.33          

4,706,188.64       

Other Contracts, Land Purchases, Etc. Contract No. Amount

22,563.25             

22,563.25             

10% 2,256.33               

24,819.58             

Amount

71,900.00             

71,900.00             

10% 7,190.00               

79,090.00             

Construction Cost - No Contingencies 4,372,816.56       

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COST WITH CONTINGENCIES 4,810,098.22       

--------------------------------------------------------- 487,518.88          

--------------------------------------------------------- 27,659.06             

--------------------------------------------------------- 55,318.13             

--------------------------------------------------------- 82,977.19             

---------------------------------------------------------5,463,571.48       

Amount

3,143,360.95       

Sales Tax & Spec Def 2,198,794.31       

Water Utility Fund 121,416.22          

5,463,571.48       

Date 5/5/2020

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Total Funding

CO No. 1 Divide Ave Trail Impr. ---------------------------------------------------------

Advertising and Legal

Interest During Construction

SI 531B TOTAL PROJECT COST

Project Funding

Special Assessments -------------------------------------------------------------------------

*Contingencies 

Total Work by Other City Departments

SUMMARY

Engineering

Administration

*Contingencies 

Total Other Contracts

Work by Other City Departments

Signs

Subtotal

Total Construction Contracts

Soil Analysis

Subtotal

Northern Improvement Company ---------------------------------------------------------

Subtotal

Contingencies 

PROJECT BUDGET - Revised 

2020 Asphalt Pvmt. Maint. - Units 6, 7, 9 & 10

Scheduled Start Scheduled End

Project Contracts

Project Construction Contracts
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Engineering Department 
 

DATE: May 4, 2020  

FROM: Gabe Schell, City Engineer 

ITEM: Street Improvement District SI533 Revised Project Budget 
 

REQUEST 

Approval of a revised project budget for SI533. 

Please place this item on the 5/12/2020 City Commission meeting agenda.  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

On April 14, 2020, the Commission approved the contract for Knife River in the amount 

of $789,944.10 along with the project budget of $1,015,719.01. The corrected project 

budget total is $1,015,156.35. The project budget, as previously presented, did not 

accurately show the allocation of cost for each funding source which also affected the 

administrative fees. 

 

Attached is the corrected project budget for SI533 dated May 4, 2020 which details the 

project amount contracted and contract funding. 

RECOMMENDED CITY COMMISSION ACTION 

Approval of revised project budgets for SI533. 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

Linda Oster, PE, Design and Construction Engineer 355-1505, loster@bismarcknd.gov  

  

 

mailto:loster@bismarcknd.gov


Number SI 533 Description

5/1/2020 10/1/2020

Amount

789,944.10           

789,944.10           

10% 78,994.41             

868,938.51           

Other Contracts, Land Purchases, Etc. Contract No. Amount

-                       

10% -                       

-                       

Amount

10,000.00             

10,000.00             

10% 1,000.00               

11,000.00             

Construction Cost - No Contingencies 799,944.10           

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COST WITH CONTINGENCIES 879,938.51           

--------------------------------------------------------- 87,993.85             

--------------------------------------------------------- 13,492.57             

--------------------------------------------------------- 13,492.57             

--------------------------------------------------------- 20,238.85             

---------------------------------------------------------1,015,156.35        

Amount

789,315.25           

Sales Tax & Spec Def 225,841.10           

1,015,156.35        

Date

PROJECT BUDGET - Revised

SI 533 Concrete Pavement Repair

Scheduled Start Scheduled End

Project Contracts

Project Construction Contracts

Knife River Corporation ---------------------------------------------------------

Subtotal

Contingencies 

Total Construction Contracts

NA

Subtotal

*Contingencies 

Total Other Contracts

Work by Other City Departments

Signs

Subtotal

*Contingencies 

Total Work by Other City Departments

SUMMARY

Engineering

Administration

5/4/2020

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Total Funding

Advertising and Legal

Interest During Construction

SI 533 TOTAL PROJECT COST

Project Funding

Special Assessments -------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Engineering Department 
 

DATE: May 4, 2020  

FROM: Gabe Schell, City Engineer 

ITEM:  Street Improvement District No. 538 

REQUEST 

Request for Resolution Approving Plans and Specifications for SI 538. 
 
Request for Resolution Directing the Advertisement of Bids and Receive Bids.  

Please place this item on the 5/12/2020 City Commission meeting agenda.  

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Street Improvement District No. 538 consists of 1 unit of new asphaltic cement 

roadways.  Unit 1 includes approximately 2,590 LF of roadway improvements.  

The improvement district was petitioned by the landowner. 

 

Unit No. 1 (100% Petitioned) 

Calvert Drive – 295’ northwest of Normandy Drive to 57th Avenue 
Shale Drive – Calvert Drive to Flint Drive 
Marble Drive – Calvert Drive to 289’ west 
Flint Drive – 262’ northwest of Mica Drive to 75’ northwest of Shale Drive 
 
Project Schedule 

Authorization to Advertise:       May 12, 2020 

Receipt and Opening of Bids:      June 2, 2020 
Award of Bid:         June 9, 2020 
Project Completion:        August 1, 2021 
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RECOMMENDED CITY COMMISSION ACTION 

Consider request for Resolution Approving Plans and Specifications and Resolution Directing 

the Advertisement of Bids and Receive Bids for SI 538. 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

Linda Oster, PE, Design & Construction Engineer, 355-1505, loster@bismarcknd.gov 
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Engineering Department 
 

DATE: May 5, 2020   

FROM: Gabe Schell, City Engineer 

ITEM:  Water Main Easement – in SE ¼, Section 13, Township 139, Range 80.  

REQUEST 

Request dedication of and acceptance of a water main easement north of 43rd Avenue 
NE along the west ¼ line and the north ¼ line of the SE ¼ line of Section 13, Township 
139, Range 80.  

Please place this item on the 5/12/2020 City Commission meeting agenda. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The location of these proposed water main easements is in SE ¼, Section 13, Township 
139, Range 80, in Burleigh County. These water main easements would allow 
developing property in the surrounding areas to be served with water by the City of 
Bismarck. Any property to be served would still be required to plat and annex as per our 
current policies. 

There are also temporary construction easements being granted for the initial 
construction of the watermain adjacent to the 99-year water main easements. The 
temporary construction easements would not be recorded against the property. 

The construction of a watermain in this easement is not included in the City’s 5-year CIP 
and would be the responsibility of the adjacent or surrounding landowners to fund.  

RECOMMENDED CITY COMMISSION ACTION 

Approve dedication of and acceptance of a water main easements in the  
SE ¼ of Section 13, Township 139, Range 80. 

 
STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

Gabe Schell, PE | City Engineer, 355-1505 or gschell@bismarcknd.gov  

mailto:gschell@bismarcknd.gov
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Fire Department 
 

DATE: May 6, 2020  

FROM: Joel Boespflug, Fire Chief 

ITEM:  Consent Agenda Request 

REQUEST 

Permission to accept donation. 

Please place this item on the 5/12/2020 City Commission meeting agenda.  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The FD is occasionally receiving donations from local businesses as a gesture of 
appreciation for the employee’s efforts during the pandemic.  Farmers Insurance, Kyle 
Herman Agency, has donated gift cards to local food establishments.  The donation 
while being less than $25 per employee, totals $500. 

RECOMMENDED CITY COMMISSION ACTION 

Permission to accept the gift which will be distributed to the staff at the multiple fire 
stations. 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

Joel Boespflug | Fire Chief, 355-1400 or jboespflug@bismarcknd.gov   

 

mailto:jboespflug@bismarcknd.gov


 

 

 

 

VETERANS MEMORIAL PUBLIC LIBRARY 

 

DATE: April 23, 2020 
 
FROM: Christine Kujawa, Library Director 
 
ITEM:  Approval to Extend Library Board Trustee Terms During Pandemic 
 
 
 
 

REQUEST 
 
Approve extension of Library Board Trustee terms for Joyce Hinman and Pat Grantier until the 
Library reopens. When the Library reopens, the Library Board will start the process of filling the two 
positions and will request that the Commission approve the new Trustees. 
 
Please place this item on the May 12, 2020 City Commission meeting. 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The Library Board of Trustees will have two vacancies in July 2020. The process to start filling the 
vacancies would normally start now. The Library Director contacts and meets in person with 
prospective Trustees, interviews them, provides an in depth tour of the facility, goes through the 
Trustee orientation guide, reviews Library financials with them, and then provides recommendations 
to the Library Board of Trustees.  
 
Due to the pandemic situation, social distancing guidelines, and the Library being temporarily 
closed, it would be challenging to complete the above tasks. The Library Board of Trustees, based 
on guidance from the ND Attorney General’s Office, requests that the City Commission consider 
allowing the two Trustees to remain on the Library Board until the Library reopens. When the 
Library reopens we will start the process of replacing the two expiring Trustees and will request that 
the Commission approve the new Trustees.  
 

RECOMMENDED CITY COMMISSION ACTION 
 
May 12, 2020 meeting of the Board of City Commissioners - consider request to approve extension 
of Library Board Trustee terms for Joyce Hinman and Pat Grantier until the Library reopens. When 
the Library reopens, the Library Board will start the process of filling the two positions and will 
request City Commission approval to fill the positions at that time.   



 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
Christine Kujawa, City Library Director | ckujawa@bismarcklibrary.org | 355-1482 
Enclosure 
 1. Email exchange between ND State Librarian Mary Soucie and Assistant Attorney General Tara 
Brandner 

 

mailto:ckujawa@bismarcklibrary.org


From: Brandner, Tara B.  

Sent: Monday, April 13, 2020 6:29 PM 

To: Soucie, Mary J. <msoucie@nd.gov> 

Subject: RE: Question regarding Public Library Board terms and COVID 

The Board of Directors must report the upcoming vacancy to the municipality or the county 

commission. The municipality or county commission will have to make the decision as to 

whether it wants to delay the appointment or continue forward. If the municipality or county 

commission does delay the appointment, the board member who is supposed to leave will 

maintain office until a successor has been appointed.  

Tara B. Brandner, M.B.A. | Assistant Attorney General  
Office of Attorney General 
600 East Boulevard Avenue, Dept. 125 
Bismarck, ND 58505-0040  

701.328.4148 | tbbrandner@nd.gov  

From: Soucie, Mary J.  

Sent: Tuesday, April 7, 2020 1:16 PM 

To: Brandner, Tara B. <tbbrandner@nd.gov>; Oliver, Leslie B. <lboliver@nd.gov> 

Cc: Hopkins, Danelle <dhopkins@nd.gov> 

Subject: Question regarding Public Library Board terms and COVID 

Tara and Leslie, 

Good afternoon! I hope you are both doing well. Thank you for all your 
doing to serve state agencies and ND during this crazy time.  
 
I received a call today from a library director and I anticipate we’ll get the 
question more often so I wanted to reach out for some guidance.  I included 
Leslie in case the answer is that an Executive Order is required.  

CC 40-38.03.2 addresses the terms of office for public library board 
members. The question is if a board member has a term that is ending at 
the end of June, is it possible to extend the terms until the current 
pandemic is over. Our library directors/boards like to meet with potential 
candidates to interview them, provide  tour of the building and answer 
questions to try and ensure they’ll be a good fit before they are appointed 
by the City Council/County Board. The concern is that they won’t be able to 
do that when so many public libraries are closed. There is also a concern 
that the appointment will get lost while everyone is so focused on the 
pandemic. I don’t know if the sentence that I highlighted below will allow the 
current trustees to serve past June 30th or not. If it does not, we may need 
some guidance on how to request an Executive Order. I apologize that this  

mailto:tbbrandner@nd.gov
mailto:tbbrandner@nd.gov
mailto:lboliver@nd.gov
mailto:dhopkins@nd.gov


wasn’t on our radar two weeks ago when those were requested.  
 
I’ve included the Century Code below: 

 
The terms of office of the members of the first board of directors must be 
established so one member holds office for one year, two members hold 
office for two years, and two members hold office for three years. The 
members, at their first meeting, shall determine the length of their 
respective terms by lot. Thereafter, the number of directors required to fill 
expired terms must be appointed each year, and each director may hold 
office for a term of three years from the first day of July in the year of 
appointment and until a successor has been appointed. No member of the 
board may serve for more than two consecutive terms, after which an 
interval of one year must elapse before the same member may be 
reappointed. All vacancies on the board of directors must be reported by 
the board to the governing body of the municipality or the board of county 
commissioners, as the case may be, and must be filled thereby. An 
appointment to fill an unexpired term may be for the residue of the term 
only. 

Thank you, 
Mary 

Mary Soucie 

State Librarian 

North Dakota State Library 

(701) 328-4654 Work 

(701) 516-6166 Cell 
www.library.nd.gov  
NDSL: Making connections, strengthening communities and enriching lives 

  

  

  

 

http://www.library.nd.gov/




Police Department 
 

DATE: May 1, 2020  

FROM: Jason Stugelmeyer, Deputy Chief of Police 

ITEM:  Request authorization to sell two vehicles at auction 

 

REQUEST 

Requesting the Commission’s approval to sell two vehicles at auction.    

Please place this item on the May 12, 2020 City Commission meeting agenda (consent 
agenda).  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Requesting authorization to sell 2 decommissioned Detective cars through Mid States Auto Auction 

located in New York Mills, MN. The below listed vehicles were replaced this past year and we have no 

need to maintain them in our fleet. The following information is a description of the vehicles: 

1. Unit # 9549- 2006 Pontiac Grand Prix with approximately 76,420 miles                                

- (VIN# 2G2WP552861182805) 

-Capital Asset #9446 

-Narcotics Fund                                           

      2. Unit # 9560- 2008 Dodge Avenger with approximately 70,459 miles  
         -(VIN#1B3LC56KX8N301076) 
 -Capital Asset #9564 
 -General Fund 
 

RECOMMENDED CITY COMMISSION ACTION 

Approval to sell vehicles at Mid States Auto Auction.  

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

Jason Stugelmeyer | Deputy Chief of Police, 223-1212 or jstugelmeyer@bismarcknd.gov 
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PUBLIC WORKS – SERVICE OPERATIONS 
 
DATE: May 5, 2020 
 
FROM: Jeff Heintz, Director of Service Operations 
 
ITEM: Update on the Phase II environmental property assessment for the former 

Billington Salvage Yard property. 
   
 
 
REQUEST 
 
Report on the Phase II environmental assessment for the former Billington Salvage Yard property.   

 
Please place this item on the May 12, 2020 City Commission meeting. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
Western Plains Consulting, Inc. completed the Expanded Phase II Subsurface and Groundwater 
Assessment on the former Billington’s Salvage site.  Phase II was to gather information to determine 
off-site impacts, if any, from historic site usage.  The findings and conclusion of the results of the site 
work indicate no apparent off-site impacts for the project.     

 
RECOMMENDED CITY COMMISSION ACTION 
 
Receive the report for the Expanded Phase II Subsurface Soil and Groundwater Assessment for the 
former Billington Salvage Yard property.   
 
STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
Jeff Heintz, Director of Service Operations, 355-1700, jheintz@bismarcknd.gov.  
 

mailto:jheintz@bismarcknd.gov


 

 

 

 

PUBLIC WORKS – SERVICE OPERATIONS 
 
DATE: May 5, 2020 
 
FROM: Jeff Heintz, Director of Service Operations 
 
ITEM:  Award bid for HPS & LED Luminaires 
 
 
 
 
REQUEST 
 
Award of bid for HPS & LED Luminaires. 
 
Please place this item on the May 12, 2020 City Commission meeting. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The Public Works Service Operations Department received bids at 4:00 p.m. on Monday, May 4, 
2020 for the HPS & LED Luminaires.  Four bids were received.  Recommendation is to award the bid 
to the low bidder, Dakota Supply Group.  The bid tab is attached.   
 
RECOMMENDED CITY COMMISSION ACTION 
 
Award the bid to the lowest bidder, Dakota Supply Group in the amount of $125,308.47 per the bid 
tab.   
 
STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
Jeff Heintz, Director of Service Operations, 355-1700, jheintz@bismarcknd.gov  
 

mailto:jheintz@bismarcknd.gov


ITEM UNIT QUANTITY UNIT COST TOTAL COST UNIT COST TOTAL COST UNIT COST TOTAL COST UNIT COST TOTAL COST

SP 1
Type B 150W
HPS Luminaires

Each 10 199.48  $   1,994.80 210.55  $   2,105.50 203.01  $   2,030.10 203.00  $   2,030.00 

SP 2
Type B1 
250/400W
HPS Luminaires

Each 20 250.64  $   5,012.80 263.00  $   5,260.00 254.37  $   5,087.40 255.00  $   5,100.00 

SP 3
Type L LED 
Luminaires
700mA

Each 124 324.71  $ 40,264.04 347.00  $ 43,028.00 335.88  $ 41,649.12 348.00  $ 43,152.00 

SP 4
Type CL LED 
Luminaires
700mA

Each 84 424.55  $ 35,662.20 432.00  $ 36,288.00 417.30  $ 35,053.20 432.00  $ 36,288.00 

SP 5
Type CL1 LED 
Luminaires
700mA

Each 10 578.05  $   5,780.50 589.00  $   5,890.00 569.97  $   5,699.70 589.00  $   5,890.00 

SP 6
Type CL LED 
Luminaires
1050mA

Each 19 454.22  $   8,630.18 462.00  $   8,778.00 446.82  $   8,489.58 463.00  $   8,797.00 

SP 7
Type CL1 LED 
Luminaires
1050mA

Each 46 588.23  $ 27,058.58 600.00  $ 27,600.00 580.15  $ 26,686.90 599.00  $ 27,554.00 

SP 8
Type BL LED 
Luminaires

Each 1 905.37  $      905.37 927.00  $      927.00 895.67  $      895.67 922.00  $      922.00 

Total $125,308.47 $129,876.50 $125,591.67 $129,733.00

BORDER STATES

CITY OF BISMARCK
221 North 5th Street
Bismarck ND 58501

HPS & LED LUMINAIRES - BID TABULATION
Monday, May 4, 2020

Bids Received - 3:00 p.m.                Bids Opened – 4:00 p.m.

DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP
GRAYBAR ELECTRIC

COMPANY, INC. WESCO DISTRIBUTION



ITEM UNIT QUANTITY UNIT COST TOTAL COST

150W HPS 
Luminaire

Each 10 189.00  $  1,890.00 

Type L LED 
Luminaire

Each 170 357.00  $60,690.00 

Type CL LED 
Luminaire

Each 16 489.00  $  7,824.00 

Total $70,404.00





The ‘Outbreak’ Phase

• ADVOCATE
• Weekly messages to local, state and federal leaders
• Provide suggestions for a safe re‐open of businesses 

• SUPPORT
• Takeout Tuesday, Run It Down with Ross, etc.
• Provide ideas as to how to support local businesses  

• PROVIDE RESOURCES 
• Respond to individual requests for assistance
• Pro‐actively provide resources on our website, video, etc. 



The ‘Recovery’ Phase

• NEW Talent Attraction‐focused Video Series 
• NEW Business Assistance Guide
• NEW Site Selector Guide
• NEW Internship‐focused Website 
• NEW Economic Development‐focused Section at 
www.bismarckmandan.com

• UPDATED Market Update



The ‘Normal’ Phase

• 2021 Legislative Agenda Development 
• Leadership and Professional Development Opportunities for Business
• Engagement with the City on Projects & Initiatives 

• North Bismarck RZ Discussion 
• Off‐Street Parking Ordinance Development 
• Sanford Planning 
• Community‐wide COVID‐19 Impact Survey 



Ongoing Economic Development Efforts…

• Support of Entrepreneurs 
• Plastics Plus

• Business Retention & Expansion (BRE) 
• Bobcat Acceleration Center

• New Business Attraction
• Invigoils, LLC (dba 17 Thistles)

• Workforce 
• Job Shadow Week
• E2: Educators Experience



Results

• Bismarck Sales Tax, Restaurant & Lodging and Occupancy Tax 
Collections All UP Q1 2020 vs. Q1 2019

• Bismarck‐Mandan MSA Current Employment UP February 2020 vs. 
February 2019

• Burleigh County Wages UP Q3 2019 vs Q3 2018 
• Bismarck‐Mandan MSA Unemployment Rate DOWN February 2020 vs 
February 2019



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
 

DATE: May 12, 2020 
 

FROM: Dmitriy Chernyak, Finance Director 
 

ITEM: 2021 Budget Tentative Calendar 
 

REQUEST 
 

To approve the 2021 tentative budget calendar. 
 

Please place this item on the May 12, 2020 City Commission meeting regular agenda. 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

2021 budget process is beginning earlier this year compared to prior years.  The budget schedule    
for the 2021 budget is attached.  This schedule is expected to increase communication between 
department directors, City Commissioners, and the Budget Committee. 
 

   RECOMMENDED CITY COMMISSION ACTION 
 
   To approve the 2021 tentative budget calendar. 

  



CITY OF BISMARCK 
2021 BUDGET SCHEDULE 

(TENTATIVE) 
May 12, 2020 

    
May 5 Departments receive budget forms: Employee Budget, Fees and Charges, Priority 

Initiative (base and one-time), CIP, and fees and charges worksheets 

 Open 2021 budget for entering in New World System for Departments  

 Departments receive service efforts and accomplishments (SEAs), department 
organizational charts, and narratives for the budget document 

 

May 11 General Fund Departments receive calculated base budget allocation and other 
information to enter budgets into New World System 

 

May 15 Departments submit Employee Budget worksheets for current full-time  employees to 
ReNee Kline (rkline@bismarcknd.gov) in Fiscal Services  

   Departments submit proposed employee changes to Human Resources 
 
May 22 Departments completes entering revenue projections and base budgets into New 

World Systems 
 

Departments complete & save deliverables in L:\2021 Budget, as follows:  
1. Updated Fees and Charges worksheet(s)  
2. CIP form(s) 
3. Priority Initiatives (base and one-time) form(s) 
4. Technology Requests (ITGC) 

 
May 29 Human Resources provides recommendations to Finance regarding requested new 

positions or position adjustments 
 
June 5                Departments save SEAs, Organizational Charts, and narratives for the budget 

document in L:\2021 Budget 
 
June 17 Departments receive budget forms, guidelines and instructions 
 General Fund Departments receive base budget allocations from Finance  
 
June 25  City Commission considers budget priorities for ‘Call for Projects’ 
  
June 22 – June 26 Budget Committee schedules meeting with Departments on priority initiatives 

requests for employees, base and/or one-time budget expenditures and other budget 
related issues and with Human Resources on employee and benefit costs 

 
July 14 Budget Committee presents draft #1 recommendations and budget information to 

the City Commission 
 
July 28 Budget Committee presents draft #2 recommendations and budget information to 

the City Commission 
 
August 4 (8:00 am) City Commission reviews final Budget Committee recommendations and approves 

2021 preliminary budget 
 

mailto:rkline@bismarcknd.gov
file://fints2/community/2021%20Budget
file://fints2/community/2021%20Budget


August 10 City submits preliminary budget to the County Auditor 
    
September 8 Budget Ordinance introduced by City Commission  

  
September 22  City Commission adopts Budget Ordinance  
 
October 2  City submits Budget Ordinance to County Auditor 
 

 
 



City of Bismarck
Budget Committee – 2021 Tentative Budget Schedule

May 12, 2020



2021 Tentative budget schedule
Walk through the 2021 tentative Budget Committee goals and key dates



2021 BUDGET GOALS

• Increase Communication
• Department Director to / from Portfolio Commissioner

• Department Director to / from Budget Committee

• Budget Committee to / from City Commission

• Allow More Time for Discussion and Deliberation
• Departments

• Budget Committee

• City Commission

• Flexibility
• Allow flexibility within the budget process to adjust as information becomes available

• Allow to make changes up to the statute deadline

• Create budget adjustments or amendments if new information received subsequent to the August deadline



KEY DATES:

 May 22nd

 Deadline for departments to submit preliminary budgets to Finance 
Department

 May 25th – June 19th

 Meet with directors, finance director, and respective Commissioner

 Discuss preliminary budgets and requests

 Provide financial guidance prior to the Budget Committee meeting

 May include several meetings depending on the size of the portfolio

 June 23rd

 Commission considers 2021 ‘call for projects’

 June 22nd – June 26th

 Budget Committee meetings with departments



KEY DATES (CONTINUED):

 July 14th (Regular City Commission)

 Budget Committee presents recommendations for 2021 budget to City 
Commission

 City Commission discusses 2021 budget recommendations and provides guidance

 July 15th – July 24th

 Meet with directors, finance director, and respective Commissioner for additional 
recommendations, as needed

 July 28th (Regular City Commission)

 Budget Committee provides follow-up 2021 budget adjustments / new 
recommendations

 City Commission discusses 2021 budget updated recommendations

 Provide final guidance to Budget Committee for 2021 budget recommendations

 August 4th (Special City Commission Meeting)

 City Commission approves the 2021 preliminary budget

 August 10th

 Submit 2021 preliminary budget to the Burleigh County



KEY DATES (CONTINUED):

 September 8th (Regular City Commission)

 Introduce 2021 budget ordinance to City Commission

 September 22nd (Regular City Commission)

 Approve the 2021 adopted budget ordinance

 October 2nd

 City submits 2021 budget ordinance to Burleigh County

 City Commission discusses 2021 budget updated recommendations

 Provide final guidance to Budget Committee for 2021 budget 
recommendations



FLEXIBILITY: ONGOING CHANGES

• 2020 and 2021 budget may change during and after this process 

• Potential budget adjustments and amendments with more information

• 2021 budget changes will occur as more information becomes available

• Timing of 2020 revenue collections will drive the 2021 budget / changes

• Impact on the City due to timeliness of return to fully active economy

• Status of COVID-19 after return to active economy

• Status of CARES Act for local governments?



Questions?
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Community Development Department 
 

DATE: May 5, 2020  

FROM: Ben Ehreth, AICP, Community Development Director 

ITEM: Eugenes First Addition First Replat – Minor Subdivision Final Plat 

REQUEST 

State Street Investments, LLC is requesting approval of a minor subdivision final plat for 
Eugenes First Addition First Replat.  This action would split a recently approved (but yet 
unrecorded) one-lot one-block subdivision into two lots for future commercial 
development.   
 
The property is located in north-central Bismarck, north of East Divide Avenue along the 
west side of State Street (a replat of Eugenes First Addition, which was a replat of Lots 
13-20, Block 2, Tibesar First Subdivision and part of the SE¼ of Section 28, T139N-
R80W/City Lands).  

Please place this item on the May 12, 2020 City Commission meeting agenda.  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The Planning and Zoning Commission held a public hearing on this item on April 22, 
2020. 
 
No residents spoke at the public hearing and no written comments were received prior 
to the hearing.   
 
At the conclusion of the public hearing, and based on the findings contained in the staff 
report, the Planning & Zoning Commission unanimously recommended approval of the 
minor subdivision final plat for Eugenes First Addition First Replat. 

RECOMMENDED CITY COMMISSION ACTION 

Consider the request for approval of the minor subdivision final plat for Eugenes First 
Addition First Replat and take final action on the request. 
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STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

Ben Ehreth, AICP | Community Development Director, 355-1842 or 

behreth@bismarcknd.gov   

Kim L. Lee, AICP | Planning Manager, 355-1846 or klee@bismarcknd.gov 

Jenny Wollmuth, AICP, CFM | Planner, 355-1845 or jwollmuth@bismarcknd.gov  

mailto:behreth@bismarcknd.gov
mailto:klee@bismarcknd.gov
mailto:dnairn@bismarcknd.gov


 

 (continued) 

  
 

Application for: Minor Subdivision Final Plat TRAKiT Project ID:  MPLT2020-004 

Project Summary 

Title: Eugenes First Addition First Replat 

Status: Planning & Zoning Commission – Public Hearing 

Owner(s): State Street Investments, LLC 

Project Contact: Rob Illg, RLS, SEH 

Location: In north-central Bismarck north of East Divide Avenue along the 
west side of State Street (a replat of Lots 13-20, Block 2, 
Tibesar First Subdivision and part of the SE¼ of Section 28, 
T139N-R80W/City Lands, to be known as Eugenes First 
Addition) 

Project Size: 5.07 acres 

Request: Replat property for future commercial development 

Site Information 

Property History 

Zoned: 04/1959  Platted: 07/1959(Tibesars 1st Add) 
02/2020 (Eugenes First 
Addition) 

 Annexed: Pre-1940 

 

 

 

 

Existing Conditions  Proposed Conditions 

Number of Lots: 1 lot in 1 block  Number of Lots: 2 lots in 1 block 

Land Use: Vacant  Land Use: Commercial  

Designated GMP 
Future Land Use: 

Already zoned. Not in Future Land 
Use Plan 

 Designated GMP 
Future Land Use: 

Already zoned. Not in Future Land 
Use Plan 

Zoning: CG – Commercial  Zoning: CG – Commercial 

Uses Allowed: CG – General commercial, multi-
family residential, and offices 

 Uses Allowed: CG – General commercial, multi-
family residential, and offices 

Max Density 
Allowed: 

CG – 42 units / acre  Max Density 
Allowed: 

CG – 42 units / acre 

STAFF REPORT 
City of Bismarck 
Community Development Department 

Planning Division 

April 22, 2020 



 Community Development Department Staff Report  April 22, 2020 

 

  

Staff Analysis

State Street Investments, LLC is requesting approval of 

a minor subdivision final plat titled Eugenes First 

Addition First Replat.  Approval of the proposed minor 

subdivision final plat would allow for future commercial 

development.  

The public has been duly notified of this request. A 

notice was published in the Bismarck Tribune on April 

10 and 17, 2020 and 26 letters we’re mailed to the 

owners of nearby properties on April 9, 2020. 

The property within the proposed plat is zoned CG – 

Commercial.   Approval of the proposed plat would 

allow for the redevelopment of the property for 

commercial uses.  Redevelopment of the property may 

generate additional vehicle trips and a traffic impact 

study may be required in conjunction with site plan 

review.  

Adjacent uses include a manufactured home sales 

facility and manufactured home park to the north, a 

financial institution and fast food restaurant to the east 

across State Street, a fueling station to the south and 

commercial and public uses including a daycare center, 

fire station and offices to the west, across North 11th 

Street. 

Required Findings of Fact  (relating to land use) 

1. All technical requirements for approval of a 

minor subdivision final plat have been met; 

2. The Post-Construction Stormwater Management 

Permit (PCSMP) the underlying plat of Eugenes 

First Addition was approved by the City 

Engineer on January 24, 2020.  The City 

Engineer has conditionally approved the Post-

Construction Stormwater Management Permit 

(PCSMP) for this plat with the understanding 

that prior to any development, site plan or 

additional division of the proposed two lot 

subdivision of Eugenes First Addition First 

Replat, an approved stormwater management 

plan is required. Future development is 

anticipated to maintain current overall 

drainage patterns with no increase in overall 

impervious surfacing.  Additionally, depending 

upon the proposed future drainage patterns, a 

NDDOT permit may be required for 

stormwater discharge into ND 1804 (State 

Street) right-of-way prior to any land-

disturbing activities.  Approval of the 

stormwater management plan by the NDDOT is 

required at the time of development.  

3. The proposed subdivision is consistent with the 

general intent and purpose of the zoning 

ordinance;  

4. The proposed subdivision is consistent with the 

master plan, other adopted plans, policies and 

accepted planning practice; and 

5. The proposed subdivision would not adversely 

affect the public health, safety and general 

welfare. 

Staff Recommendation 

Based on the above findings, staff recommends 

approval of the minor subdivision final plat for 

Eugenes First Addition First Replat.  

Attachments 

1. Location Map 

2. Aerial Map 

3. Zoning and Plan Reference Map 

4. Final Plat 

5. Original Plat with Replatted Area Highlighted 

 

Staff report prepared by: Jenny Wollmuth, AICP, CFM 

701-355-1845 | jwollmuth@bismarcknd.gov  
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EUGENES FIRST ADDITION FIRST REPLAT

a replat of Lot 1, Block 1, Eugenes First Addition and adjoining North 11th Street Right of Way

all in the Southeast Quarter, Section 28, Township 139 North, Range 80 West

of the Fifth Principal Meridian, City of Bismarck, Burleigh County, North Dakota

SOUTHEAST CORNER

SECTION 28

N89°57'35"W

554.45
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AREA TABULATIONS:
Lots = 203,735 sf 4.68± Acres
Streets =   17,140 sf 0.39± Acres
Total = 220,875 sf 5.07± Acres

BENCHMARKS
City hydrant 0451 - 11th Street and Owens Avenue
Elevation = 1841.79

BASIS OF BEARING:
Derived from State Plane coordinates.

HORIZONTAL DATUM:
North Dakota State Plane Coordinate System
NAD 83 South Zone 3302 (Adjusted 86)
International Units

VERTICAL DATUM:
National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929

OWNERS:
State Street Investments, LLC
4265 45th ST S, STE 200
Fargo, ND 58104

SURVEYOR: SURVEYED:
SEH / Robert M. Illg, PLS May 29, 2019
4719 Shelburne St.
Bismarck, ND 58503

APPROVAL OF CITY ENGINEER
I, Gabriel J. Schell, City Engineer of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, hereby approve

"EUGENES FIRST ADDITION FIRST REPLAT" Bismarck, North Dakota, as shown hereon.

Gabriel J. Schell - City Engineer

SURVEYOR'S CERTIFICATE:
I, Robert M. Illg, a Registered Professional Land Surveyor in the State of North Dakota, hereby

certify that I made the within and foregoing plat which is a correct representation of the survey
prepared under my direct supervision and completed on March 16, 2020 that all distances are
correct, that the outside boundary lines are correctly designated hereon, that all dimensional and
geodetic details shown hereon are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief and that
all required monuments are placed in the ground as shown.

Robert M. Illg
Registered Professional Land Surveyor
License No. LS-8444

PR

ELIM
INARY

FO

R  R E V IE W  O NL Y

DESCRIPTION:
EUGENES FIRST ADDITION FIRST REPLAT being a replat of Lot 1, Block 1, EUGENES FIRST ADDITION and adjoining 11th Street

Right of Way all in the Southeast Quarter, Section 28, Township 139 North, Range 80 West of the Fifth Principal Meridian, City of
Bismarck, Burleigh County, North Dakota, and being more particularly described as follows:

Commencing at the southeast corner of Section 28; thence North 89 degrees 57 minutes 35 seconds West along the south line of
Section 28 a distance of 554.45 feet to the southerly extension of the easterly right of way of North 11th Street; thence North 00
degrees 49 minutes 55 seconds East along said easterly line and it's southerly extension 212.67 feet to the northwest corner of Lot 21,
Block 2, TIBSAR FIRST SUBDIVISION, said point also being the Point of Beginning; thence North 89 degrees 51 minutes 53 seconds West
along the westerly extension of the north line of said Lot 21 a distance of 33.00 feet to the centerline of North 11th Street; thence
North 00 degrees 49 minutes 55 seconds East along said centerline 519.58 feet to the westerly extension of the southerly line of Lot 12,
said Block 2; thence South 89 degrees 10 minutes 41 seconds East along said southerly line and it's westerly and easterly extension
213.17 feet; thence South 89 degrees 09 minutes 19 seconds East 249.89 feet to the west right of way line of State Street; thence South
00 degrees 19 minutes 51 seconds East along said right of way line 75.05 feet; thence southwesterly 316.34 feet along a non-tangential
curve concave to the northwest having a radius of 830.37 feet, a central angle of 29 degrees 05 minutes 25 seconds and a chord that
bears South 16 degrees 06 minutes 05 seconds West; thence continuing along said west right of way southwesterly 44.36 feet along a
non-tangential curve concave to the west having a radius of 200.13 feet, a central angle of 12 degrees 42 minutes 03 seconds and a
chord bearing of South 31 degrees 23 minutes 18 seconds West; thence North 89 degrees 51 minutes 53 seconds West along the north
line of said Lot 21 and it's easterly extension 299.26 to the Point of Beginning.

Containing 5.07 acres, more or less.

APPROVAL OF BOARD OF CITY COMMISSIONERS
The Board of City Commissioners of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, has approved the subdivision of land as

shown on this plat, has approved the grounds as shown on the plat as an amendment to the master plan of the City of
Bismarck, North Dakota, has accepted the rededication of all rights of way and public easements shown thereon, and
does hereby vacate any previous platting within the boundary of this plat

The foregoing action of the Board of City /commissioners of Bismarck, North Dakota, was approved the 
day of 20 .

Attest
Keith J. Hunke - City Administrator

APPROVAL OF CITY PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
The subdivision of land as shown hereon has been approved by the Planning and Zoning Commission of the City

of Bismarck, North Dakota, on the day of 20 . In accordance with the laws of the State of
North Dakota and ordinances of the City of Bismarck.

Mike Schwartz Ben J. Ehreth
Chairman Secretary

OWNER'S CERTIFICATE AND DEDICATION
State Street Investments, LLC being all the owners of the lands platted herein, do hereby voluntarily consent to the execution of this
plat titled EUGENES FIRST ADDITION FIRST REPLAT, and dedicate and rededicate all rights of way to the City of Bismarck as shown on
this plat for public use, and consent to any access control to the property as shown.

We also dedicate all easements as shown on this plat as “utility easements” to run with the land for public and private utilities or
services on, across, above or under those certain strips of land.

We also dedicate to the City of Bismarck for public use all easements as shown on this plat as “stormwater & drainage easements” to
run with the land for the purpose of allowing the free and unobstructed flow of water under and/or over those areas including the
construction and maintainance of stormwater facilities together with necessary appurtenances.

We also dedicate all easements as shown on this plat as “access easements” to run with the land for use by all land owning
parties, their tenants, visitors and licensees, and for the use of any governmental subdivision, it’s officers and employees for
emergency services and any other governmental use or uses, provided that maintenance and clearance of the easement is the
responsibility of the land owning parties and the city shall not be responsible in any way to furnish any city services if such access
easements are not properly maintained or are obstructed by the owners of property in the subdivision.

We further dedicate any other easements or servitudes as shown and those that are recorded but not shown.

Kevin Christianson, Principal

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA          )
                                                         )  SS
COUNTY OF ________________ )

Be it known on this ____________ day of _________________, 20___, before me personally appeared Kevin Christianson, known to
me to be the persons described in and who executed the within certificate and he acknowledged to me that he executed the same.

Notary Public, Burleigh County, North Dakota

My Commission Expires: 
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SECTION LINE

PHONE: 701.354.7121

4719 SHELBURNE ST, SUITE 6

BISMARCK, ND 58503-5677

www.sehinc.com

EUGENES FIRST ADDITION

a replat of Lots 13-20, Block 2, Tibesar First Subdivision to the City of Bismarck and all

that part of the Southeast Quarter, Section 28, Township 139 North, Range 80, West

of the Fifth Principal Meridian, City of Bismarck, Burleigh County, North Dakota
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AREA TABULATIONS:
1 Lot = 203,735 sf 4.68± Acres
Streets =   17,140 sf 0.39± Acres
Total = 220,875 sf 5.07± Acres

BENCHMARKS
City hydrant 0451 - 11th Street and Owens Avenue
Elevation = 1841.79

BASIS OF BEARING:
Derived from State Plane coordinates.

HORIZONTAL DATUM:
North Dakota State Plane Coordinate System
NAD 83 South Zone 3302 (Adjusted 86)
International Units

VERTICAL DATUM:
National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929

OWNERS:
State Street Investments, LLC
4265 45th ST S, STE 200
Fargo, ND 58104

SURVEYOR: SURVEYED:
SEH / Robert M. Illg, PLS May 29, 2019
4719 Shelburne St.
Bismarck, ND 58503

DESCRIPTION:
EUGENES FIRST ADDITION being a replat of Lots 13-20, Block 2, Tibesar First Subdivision to the

City of Bismarck and all that part of the Southeast Quarter, Section 28, Township 139 North, Range
80, West of the Fifth Principal Meridian, City of Bismarck, Burleigh County, North Dakota, and being
more particularly described as follows:

Commencing at the southeast corner of Section 28; thence North 89 degrees 57 minutes 35
seconds West 587.45 feet along the south line of Section 28; thence North 00 degrees 49 minutes 55
seconds East 212.72 feet  to the Point of Beginning; thence North 89 degrees 51 minutes 53 seconds
West, 33.00 feet to the centerline of North 11th Street; thence North 00 degrees 49 minutes 55
seconds East along said centerline, 519.58 feet; thence South 89 degrees 10 minutes 41 seconds East,
213.17 feet; thence South 89 degrees 09 minutes 19 seconds East, 249.89 feet to the west right of
way line of State Street; thence South 00 degrees 19 minutes 51 seconds East along said right of way
line, 75.05 feet; thence continuing along said west right of way line southwesterly 421.60 feet along a
tangential curve concave to the west having a radius of 830.37 feet and a central angle of 29 degrees
05 minutes 25 seconds; thence continuing along said west right of way line southwesterly 44.36 feet
along a non-tangential curve concave to the west having a radius of 200.13 feet and a central angle
of 12 degrees 42 minutes 03 seconds, and a chord bearing of South 31 degrees 23 minutes 18
seconds West, and a chord distance of 44.27 feet; thence North 89 degrees 51 minutes 53 seconds
West 332.26 to the Point of Beginning.

Containing 5.07 acres, more or less.

OWNER'S CERTIFICATE AND DEDICATION
State Street Investments, LLC. being all the owners of the lands platted herein, do hereby voluntarily
consent to the execution of this plat titled EUGENES FIRST ADDITION, and dedicate and rededicate all
rights of way as shown on this plat for public use, and consent to any access control to the property
as shown.

We also dedicate easements to the City Of Bismarck to run with the land for gas, electric, telephone
or other public utilities or services on or under those certain strips of land designated hereon as
utility, sanitary sewer, storm sewer, drainage and watermain easements.

We further dedicate any other easements or servitudes as shown and those that are recorded but
not shown.

Kevin Christianson, Principal
State Street Investments, LLC

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA           )
                                                          )  SS
COUNTY OF ________________ )

Be it known on this ____________ day of _________________, 2020, before me personally appeared
Kevin Christianson, known to me to be the person described in and who executed the within
certificate and he acknowledged to me that he executed the same.

Notary Public, _______________County, North Dakota

My Commission Expires: 

APPROVAL OF BOARD OF CITY COMMISSIONERS
The Board of City Commissioners of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, has approved the

subdivision of land as shown hereon and does hereby vacate any previous platting within the
boundary of the annexed plat and amends the master plan for the City of Bismarck on
the day of 2020.

Attest
Keith J. Hunke, City Administrator

APPROVAL OF CITY ENGINEER
I, Gabriel J. Schell, City Engineer of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, hereby approve

"EUGENES FIRST ADDITION" Bismarck, North Dakota, as shown hereon.

Gabriel J. Schell - City Engineer

APPROVAL OF CITY PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
The subdivision of land as shown hereon has been approved by the Planning and Zoning

Commission of the City of Bismarck, on the day of 2020. In accordance with
the laws of the State of North Dakota, ordinances of the City of Bismarck and regulations adopted by
said Planning and Zoning Commission.  In witness whereof are set the hands and seals of the
Chairman and the Secretary of the Planning and Zoning Commission of the City of Bismarck.

Mike Schwartz Ben J. Ehreth
Chairman Secretary

SURVEYOR'S CERTIFICATE:
I, Robert M. Illg, a Registered Professional Land Surveyor in the State of North Dakota, hereby

certify that I made the within and foregoing plat which is a correct representation of the survey
prepared under my direct supervision and completed on January 17, 2020 that all distances are
correct, that the outside boundary lines are correctly designated hereon, that all dimensional and
geodetic details shown hereon are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief and that
all required monuments are placed in the ground as shown.

Robert M. Illg
Registered Professional Land Surveyor
License No. LS-8444
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Community Development Department 
 

DATE: May 5, 2020  

FROM: Ben Ehreth, AICP, Community Development Director 

ITEM: Wachters Addition Second Replat – Minor Subdivision Final Plat 

REQUEST 

Kirkwood Mall Acquisition, LLC and CBL & Associates Management, Inc. are requesting 
approval of a minor subdivision final plat for Wachters Addition Second Replat. This 
action would allow for the creation of outlots to accommodate additional buildings and to 
allow for additional commercial development in conjunction with Kirkwood Mall.    
 
The property is most of the existing Kirkwood Mall property located in southcentral 
Bismarck, along the north side of East Bismarck Expressway, south of East Bowen 
Avenue, east of South 3rd Street and west of South 7th Street (a replat of Auditor’s Lots 
E, F, K and L of Blocks 3 and 4 and parts of the South 3rd Street and South 7th Street 
rights-of-way and the vacated Arbor Avenue of Wachters Addition).  

Please place this item on the May 12, 2020 City Commission meeting agenda.  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The Planning and Zoning Commission held a public hearing on this item on April 22, 
2020. 
 
No residents spoke at the public hearing and no written comments were received prior 
to the hearing.   
 
At the conclusion of the public hearing, and based on the findings contained in the staff 
report, the Planning & Zoning Commission unanimously recommended approval of the 
minor subdivision final plat for Wachters Addition Second Replat.  
 

RECOMMENDED CITY COMMISSION ACTION 

Consider the request for approval of the minor subdivision final plat for Wachters 
Addition Second Replat and take final action on the request. 
 



2 
 

 

 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

Ben Ehreth, AICP | Community Development Director, 355-1842 or 

behreth@bismarcknd.gov   

Kim L. Lee, AICP | Planning Manager, 355-1846 or klee@bismarcknd.gov 

Jenny Wollmuth, AICP, CFM | Planner, 355-1845 or jwollmuth@bismarcknd.gov  

mailto:behreth@bismarcknd.gov
mailto:klee@bismarcknd.gov
mailto:jwollmuth@bismarcknd.gov


 (continued) 

  
 

Application for: Minor Subdivision Final Plat TRAKiT Project ID:  MPLT2020-005 

Project Summary 

Title: Wachters Addition Second Replat 

Status: Planning & Zoning Commission – Public Hearing 
 

Owner(s): Kirkwood Mall Acquisition, LLC 
CBL & Associates Management, Inc. 

Project Contact: Landon Niemiller, Swenson Hagen & Co. 

Location: The property is most of the existing Kirkwood Mall located in 
central Bismarck, along the north side of East Bismarck 
Expressway, south of East Bowen Avenue, east of South 3rd 
Street and west of South 7th Street (a replat of Auditor’s Lots 
E, F, K and L of Blocks 3 and 4 and the vacated Arbor Avenue 
of Wachter’s Addition) 

Project Size: 60.41 acres 

Request: Plat property for future commercial development 

Site Information 

Property History 

Zoned: Pre-1980  Platted: 04/1969  Annexed: Pre-1980 

 

  

Existing Conditions  Proposed Conditions 

Number of Lots: 3 parcels  Number of Lots: 8 lots in 1 block 

Land Use: Commercial  Land Use: Commercial  

Designated GMP 
Future Land Use: 

Already zoned. Not in Future Land 
Use Plan 

 Designated GMP 
Future Land Use: 

Already zoned. Not in Future Land 
Use Plan 

Zoning: CG – Commercial  Zoning: CG – Commercial 

Uses Allowed: CG – General commercial, multi-
family residential, and offices 

 Uses Allowed: CG – General commercial, multi-
family residential, and offices 

Max Density 
Allowed: 

CG – 42 units / acre  Max Density 
Allowed: 

CG – 42 units / acre 

STAFF REPORT 
City of Bismarck 
Community Development Department 

Planning Division 

April 22, 2020 



 Community Development Department Staff Report  April 22, 2020 

 

  

Staff Analysis

Kirkwood Mall Acquisition, LLC and CBL & Associates 

Management, Inc. are requesting approval of a minor 

subdivision final plat titled  Wachters Addition Second 

Replat.  Approval of the proposed plat would allow for 

the creation of  outlots to accommodate existing 

commercial buildings and to allow for additional 

commercial development in conjunction with Kirkwood 

Mall  

The public has been duly notified of this request. A 

notice was published in the Bismarck Tribune on April 

10, 2020 and April 17, 2020, and 40 letters were 

mailed to the owners of nearby properties on April 9, 

2020. 

Adjacent uses include commercial uses to the north, east 

across South 7th Street, and to the south across Bismarck 

Expressway, and commercial and multifamily 

residential uses to the west, across South 3rd Street.  

The proposed plat is encumbered by a number of 

existing utility easements.  The applicant is proposing to 

vacate a portion of an existing MDU overhead power 

easement located along the western side of the 

proposed plat and relocate it approximately 40 feet 

to the west after the proposed plat has been recorded.  

Required Findings of Fact  (relating to land use) 

1. All technical requirements for approval of a 

minor subdivision final plat have been met; 

2. The City Engineer has waived the requirement 

for a Post-Construction Stormwater 

Management Permit (PCSMP) in conjunction 

with this plat; 

3. The proposed subdivision is consistent with the 

general intent and purpose of the zoning 

ordinance;  

4. The proposed subdivision is consistent with the 

master plan, other adopted plans, policies and 

accepted planning practice; and 

5. The proposed subdivision would not adversely 

affect the public health, safety and general 

welfare. 

Staff Recommendation 

Based on the above findings, staff recommends 

approval of the minor subdivision final plat for 

Wachters Addition Second Replat. 

Attachments 

1. Location Map 

2. Aerial Map 

3. Zoning and Plan Reference Map 

4. Final Plat 

5. Original Plat with Replatted Area Highlighted 

 

Staff report prepared by: Jenny Wollmuth, AICP, CFM, Planner 

701-355-1845 | jwollmuth@bismarcknd.gov   

 

mailto:XXXX@bismarcknd.gov
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Location Map
Wachters Addition Second Replat



W BISMARCK EXPY

S W
AS

HIN
GT

ON
 ST

W ARBOR AVE

CO
LU

MB
IA

DR

W BOWEN AVE

S 9
TH

 ST

S A
ND

ER
SO

N 
ST

W SWEET AVE

W
ESTW

OOD
ST

S 1
0T

H S
TE DENVER AVE

RIVERWOOD

DR

SH
A N

NI
FIN

ST

N 10
TH ST

EASY ST

W DENVER AVE

S 1
2T

H S
T

E
INGALS

AVE

6TH AVE

MEMORIAL HWY

N 
8T

H
ST

E BOWEN AVE

N 
11

TH
 STW THAYER AVE

E INDIANA AVE

MICHIGAN AVE

N 
W

AS
HIN

GT
ON

 ST

E BISMARCK EXPY

N 
MA

ND
AN

 ST N 
1S

T S
T

S 5
TH

 ST

N 
2N

D 
ST

N 
3R

D S
T

N 
4T

H S
T

N 
5T

H S
T

S 3
RD

 ST

N 
6T

H S
T

W INGALS AVE

TULSA DR

N 
7T

H S
T

N 
9T

H S
T

PORTLAND DR

PLE
AS

AN
T S

T

N 
12

TH
 ST

PO
RT

LA
ND

 DR

E THAYER AVE

PO
CA

TEL
LO

 D
R

E BROADWAY AVE

BIL
LIN

GS
 DR

E MAIN AVE

W BROADWAY AVE

E FRONT AVE

E SWEET AVE

W INDIANA AVE

E BOWEN AVE

S 7
TH

 ST

E FRONT AVE

E INGALS AVE

S 1
0T

H S
T

W FRONT AVE

W SWEET AVE

E BOWEN AVE

E BROADWAY AVE

E SWEET AVE

W THAYER AVE

E FRONT AVE

E SWEET AVE

E THAYER AVE

E BROADWAY
AVE

E THAYER AVE

E ARBOR AVE

E INDIANA AVE

W BOWEN AVE

ASHWOOD AVE

W MAIN AVE

E ARBOR AVE

S
HA

NN
IFIN

ST

2ND AVE

4TH AVE

1ST AVE

UN
IVE

RS
ITY

 DR
IVY AVE

E ARBOR AVE

BOISE AVE

S2
ND

ST

S 7
TH

 ST

S W
AS

HIN
GT

ON
 ST

S 1
2T

H S
T

S 1
2T

H S
T

AL
BA

NY
 DR

S 3
RD

 ST S7
T H

ST

BOZEMAN DR
W

 CUSTER
PARK ST

S 8
TH

 ST

LANSING LN

LA
RA

MI
E D

R

S 1
1T

H S
T

S 1
ST

 ST

3RD AVE

5TH AVE

4TH AVE

F
0 0.45 0.90.225

Miles

This map is for representational use only and does 
not represent a survey. No liability is assumed as 
to the accuracy of the data delineated hereon.

Proposed Project

MPLT2020-005
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

!!!!

!
!!!!!!!!!

!
!
!
!
!
!

!
!

!
!
!
!

! !!

! !!
!
!
!
!
!
!

!!!!!!!!!!

!
!
!
!

!!!

! !
!
!
!

!!!!
!
!

!
!!!

!!!!!
!
!!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

!
!
!
!

!
!
!
!

!
!!!!

!!
!
!
!
!
!

!
!

!
!
!
!

!
!

!!
!! !

!

!

!!! !!

!
!
!
!! ! !!!

!
!
!

! ! ! !!! ! !
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

! ! !! !!! !!
!
!
!

! ! ! !!
!
!
!

! ! ! !!
!
!
!

! ! !!! !!!!
!
!
!

! ! !!

City of Bismarck
Community Development Department
Planning Division
April 9, 2020

City Limits Bismarck ETA Jurisdiction

Aerial Map
Wachters Addition Second Replat

Aerial Imagery from 2018



RM30

CG

R10

RM30

P

CG

RM30PUD
RT

CG

RMH CG

MA

R10

RMH
CG

DC

R5

E BISMARCK EXPY

E BOWEN AVE

E INDIANA AVE

MICHIGAN
AVES 9

TH
 ST

S 7
TH

ST

E
INGALS

AVE

E BOWEN AVE

S 1S
T ST

S 3
RD

 ST
S 3

RD
 ST

S 5
TH

 ST

S 7
TH

 ST

S 1
0T

H S
T

S 1
1T

H S
T

PORTLAND DR

E BOWEN AVE

E ARBOR AVE

E INDIANA AVE

W BOWEN AVE

E ARBOR AVE

W BISMARCK
EXPY

IVY AVE

UN
IVE

RS
ITY

 DR

1ST AVE

E ARBOR AVE

BOISE AVE

S 2
ND

ST

BOZEMAN DR

S 8
TH

 ST

LA
RA

MI
E D

R

F
0 0.25 0.50.125

Miles

This map is for representational use only and does 
not represent a survey. No liability is assumed as 
to the accuracy of the data delineated hereon.

Proposed Project

City of Bismarck
Community Development Dept.
Planning Division
April 13, 2020

E BISMARCK EXPY

E BOWEN AVE

E INDIANA AVE

MICHIGAN
AVES 9

TH
 ST

S 7
TH

ST

E
INGALS

AVE

E BOWEN AVE

S 1S
T ST

S 3
RD

 ST
S 3

RD
 ST

S 5
TH

 ST

S 7
TH

 ST

S 1
0T

H S
T

S 1
1T

H S
T

PORTLAND DR

COLUMBIA
DR

E BOWEN AVE

E ARBOR AVE

E INDIANA AVE

W BOWEN AVE

E ARBOR AVE

W BISMARCK
EXPY

IVY AVE

UN
IVE

RS
ITY

 DR

1ST AVE

E ARBOR AVE

BOISE AVE

S2
N D

ST

BOZEMAN DR

S 8
TH

 ST

LA
RA

MI
E D

R

Fu
tur

e L
an

d U
se

 Pl
an

City Limits

Zo
nin

gProject Area - No 
Change Proposed
Zoning or Plan 
Change Proposed

Fringe Area Road Master Plan

Future Land Use Plan
CONSRV
BP
C
C/MU
CIVIC
HDR
I
LDR
MDR
MDR-
/MU
O/MU
RR-C
RR
UR

Conservation
Business Park
Commercial
Commercial/
Mixed Use
Civic
High Density
Residential
Industrial
Low Density
Residential
Medium Density
Residential
Medium Density
Residential/
Mixed Use
Office/
Mixed Use
Clustered Rural 
Residential
Standard Rural
Residential
Urban Reserve

Zoning Districts
A
RR
R5
RMH
R10
RM
RT
HM
CA
CG
MA
MB
PUD
DC
DF

Agriculture
Rural
Residential
Residential
Manufactured 
Home Residential
Residential
Residential
Multifamily
Residential
(Offices)
Health and
Medical
Commercial
Commercial
Industrial
Industrial
Planned Unit
Development
Downtown Core
Downtown Fringe

MPLT2020-005Zoning and Plan Reference Map
Wachters Addition Second Replat

Diagonal lines indicate
special condition



Δ4°31'22"

R=1572.98'

T=62.12'

&Co

H
S Surveying

Hydrology
Land Planning

Civil Engineering
Landscape & Site Design

Construction Management

909 Basin Avenue

Bismarck, North Dakota 58504

sheng@swensonhagen.com

Phone (701) 223 - 2600

Fax (701) 223 - 2606

SWENSON, HAGEN & COMPANY P.C.

WACHTER'S ADDITION SECOND REPLAT

BISMARCK, BURLEIGH COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA



&Co

H
S Surveying

Hydrology
Land Planning

Civil Engineering

Landscape & Site Design
Construction Management

909 Basin Avenue

Bismarck, North Dakota 58504

sheng@swensonhagen.com

Phone (701) 223 - 2600

Fax (701) 223 - 2606

SWENSON, HAGEN & COMPANY P.C.

WACHTER'S ADDITION SECOND REPLAT

BISMARCK, BURLEIGH COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA



&Co

H
S Surveying

Hydrology

Land Planning
Civil Engineering

Landscape & Site Design
Construction Management

909 Basin Avenue

Bismarck, North Dakota 58504

sheng@swensonhagen.com

Phone (701) 223 - 2600

Fax (701) 223 - 2606

SWENSON, HAGEN & COMPANY P.C.

WACHTER'S ADDITION SECOND REPLAT

BISMARCK, BURLEIGH COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA



Δ4°31'22"

R=1572.98'

T=62.12'

&Co

H
S Surveying

Hydrology
Land Planning

Civil Engineering

Landscape & Site Design
Construction Management

909 Basin Avenue

Bismarck, North Dakota 58504

sheng@swensonhagen.com

Phone (701) 223 - 2600

Fax (701) 223 - 2606

SWENSON, HAGEN & COMPANY P.C.

WACHTER'S ADDITION SECOND REPLAT

BISMARCK, BURLEIGH COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA





1 
 

Engineering Department 
 

DATE: May 6, 2020  

FROM: Gabe Schell, City Engineer 

ITEM:  Street Improvement District No. 535 

REQUEST 

Request to Hear Insufficiency of Protests on Resolution of Necessity for Street 
Improvement District SI 535. 

Please place this item on the 5/12/2020 City Commission meeting agenda. 

  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Street Improvement District No. 535 consisted of nine units of new roadway lighting and 

appurtenances throughout Bismarck (see attached maps).  All street lighting 

improvements will be funded through special assessments except for Unit 5.  

In Unit 5, a portion of the improvement will be pre-paid by the developer per 

Amendment 2 of the Memory First Addition Development Agreement, approved by the 

Board November 12, 2019. Additionally, the assessed cost for the one unannexed 

parcel will be held in abeyance with the assessment paid by Rural Road Fund until the 

parcel is annexed into the City. Costs for all other parcels in the district will be special 

assessed. 

The Resolution of Necessity was published in the paper on March 17, 2020 and March 

24, 2020. Letters were sent to property owners on March 23, 2020 notifying them of this 

project. The Resolution of Necessity was republished in the paper on March 31, 2020 

and April 7, 2020 as the first Resolution contained an error. A second letter was sent to 

the property owners notifying them that the protest period was extended to May 7, 2020.  

 

The summary of protests of the Resolution of Necessity will be distributed prior to the 

Commission meeting. 
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Unit No. 1  
Crest Road – 120’ West of High Creek Road to 160’ West of Crest Place 
Crest Place – Crest Road to Cul-De-Sac 

Unit No. 2 

Harp Hawk Drive – 125’ East of Grey Hawk Lane to Marsh Hawk Drive 

Talon Road – Marsh Hawk Drive to 150’ East 

Prairie Hawk Drive – 135’ East of Grey Hawk Lane to Marsh Hawk Drive 

Marsh Hawk Drive – Harp Hawk Drive to Prairie Hawk Drive 

Unit No. 3 

Greenfield Lane –Washington Street to Saints Drive 

Unit No. 4 

Mica Drive – 110’ East of Basalt Drive to Flint Drive 

Jasper Drive – Mica Drive to 250’ South 

Flint Drive – 225’ North of Mica Drive to Normandy Street 

Normandy Street – 150’ South of Flint Drive to 250’ North of Flint Drive 

Unit No. 5 

57th Avenue NE – 135’ East of US Highway 83 to 19th Street 

19th Street – 57th Avenue NE to 50’ South of Elbowoods Lane 

Unit No. 6 

Shiloh Drive – 670’ East of 19th Street to 940’ East of 19th Street 

Unit No. 7 

Revere Drive –Bismarck Express way to 230’ West of Hancock Drive 

Unit No. 8 

Miriam Avenue – 420’ East of Channel Drive to Channel Drive 

Channel Drive – Miriam Avenue to Global Drive 

Unit No. 9 

Cessna Avenue – Piper Street to Airport Road 

Piper Street – 190’ South of Continental Avenue to Basin Avenue 

Project Schedule 

Letters Sent to Property Owners:      March 13, 2020,  

March 30, 2020 

Approval of Plans and Specifications, Authorization to Advertise April 14, 2020 

Protest Period Ends:       May 7, 2020 
Public Hearing:        May 12, 2020 
Receipt and Opening of Bids:      May 26, 2020 
Award of Bid:         June 9, 2020 
Project Completion:        Fall 2020 
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RECOMMENDED CITY COMMISSION ACTION 

Accept Insufficiency of Protests on Resolution of Necessity for Street Improvement 

District SI 535 for which staff may proceed with the project. 

 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

Linda Oster, PE, Design & Construction Engineer, 355-1505, loster@bismarcknd.gov 

mailto:loster@bismarcknd.gov
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City Attorney 
 

DATE: May 6, 2020  

FROM: Jannelle Combs, City Attorney 

ITEM:  Consider listing a Class E liquor license for bid. 

REQUEST 

Consider issuing a bid for a Class E liquor license bid.  

Please place this item on the 5/12/2020 City Commission consent meeting agenda.  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Last summer a Class D (full liquor) and Class E (beer only) on and off-sale licenses were let for 
ibid. The Class D license was purchased by local citizens and is currently used at the Main Bar 
location. The Class E license received no bid. Since that time, Administration and my office 
have received inquiries regarding the Class E beer only on and off-sale license. 
 
Considering the current climate, staff is seeking direction in regards to whether we should let the 
Class E license for bid this summer and any timing. 

RECOMMENDED CITY COMMISSION ACTION 

Provide staff with direction on letting one Class E beer only, on and off-sale, license. 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

Jannelle Combs | City Attorney, 355-1340 or jcombs@bismarcknd.gov  

 

mailto:jcombs@bismarcknd.gov

	Memo approving Public Works Week
	Proclamation 2020
	Local Disk
	4/28/2020 - Minutes

	Subordination Agreement - City of Bismarck_NDHFA.pdf
	SUBORDINATION AGREEMENT
	RECITALS
	CITY:
	NDHFA:
	By:
	Notary Public
	BORROWER:
	EXHIBIT A
	ULegal Description

	MK_MPLS-#1960693-v2-Subordination_-_City_of_Bismarck_(CRBT_Patterson_Place) (003).pdf
	SUBORDINATION AGREEMENT
	RECITALS
	CITY:
	CRBT:
	By:
	Notary Public
	BORROWER:
	EXHIBIT A
	ULegal Description

	MK_MPLS-#1960693-v3-Subordination_-_City_of_Bismarck_(CRBT_Patterson_Pla....pdf
	SUBORDINATION AGREEMENT
	RECITALS
	CITY:
	This is a signature page to that certain Subordination Agreement dated effective May _____, 2020.
	CRBT:
	By:
	Notary Public
	This is a signature page to that certain Subordination Agreement dated effective May _____, 2020.
	BORROWER:
	This is a signature page to that certain Subordination Agreement dated effective May _____, 2020.
	EXHIBIT A
	ULegal Description

	Subordination Agreement - City of Bismarck_NDHFA.pdf
	RECITALS
	CITY:
	NDHFA:
	By:
	Notary Public
	BORROWER:
	EXHIBIT A
	ULegal Description

	ord 6423.pdf
	AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTIONS 14-02-03 DEFINITIONS, 14-03-05 SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS, 14-03-06 INCIDENTAL USES, 14-03-08 SPECIAL USES, 14-04-12 CG COMMERCIAL DISTRICT, 14-04-14 MA INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT, 14-04-15 MB INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT, 14-04-21.1 DC D...
	Section 1. Amendment.  Section 14-02-03 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, relating to Definitions, is hereby amended to read as follows:
	14-02-03.  Definitions.  The following definitions represent the meanings of terms as they are used in these regulations:
	Digital Off-Premise Advertising Sign: An off-premise advertising sign with a digital display of information that is capable of displaying multiple static images sequentially and is controlled by electronic communications. A sign with one digital face ...
	Off-Premise Advertising Sign:  A ground sign, as defined in the most recent adoption of the International Building Code (IBC), advertising, or intending to advertise, any goods or services that are not associated with the use of the premises.  An off-...
	Residential Area Identification Sign: A freestanding monument sign identifying the name of a residential subdivision consisting of twenty (20) or more lots; a multiple family residential complex consisting of twenty (20) or more units; or a manufactur...
	Sign:  Any device for visual communication which is used for the purpose of bringing the subject thereof to the attention of the public, but not including any flag.
	Sign Face: The entire surface area of the sign that is used to identify, advertise or communicate information for visual representation and is visible from any one direction.

	Section 2. Amendment.  Chapter 14-03-05 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, relating to Supplementary Provisions, is hereby amended to read as follows:
	Section 3. Amendment.  Chapter 14-03-06 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, relating to Incidental Uses, is hereby amended to read as follows:
	Section 4. Amendment.  Chapter 14-03-08 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, relating to Special Uses, is hereby amended to read as follows:
	4. Permanent uses (planning and zoning commission approval).  The city planning and zoning commission is authorized to grant special use permits for the following uses:

	Section 5. Enacted.  Chapter 14-03.1 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, relating to Signs, is hereby enacted to read as follows:
	14-03.1-01 Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is to:
	1. Provide fair standards and procedures to ensure that individuals, businesses, and organizations have a reasonable ability to communicate messages to the general public.
	2. Protect public safety by preventing or mitigating traffic hazards through obstruction of view, distraction of roadway users, and all other negative effects on public travel.
	3. Promote wayfinding to facilitate the efficient identification of destinations, which requires making a distinction between on-premise signs and off-premise signs.
	4. Reduce visual clutter along public rights-of-way to improve the legibility of existing signs, including traffic control devices, and enhance the overall aesthetics of the community.
	5. Protect property values of residential and commercial property owners who may be negatively impacted by signs within view of the property.
	6. Encourage creative expression and artistic contributions to the community, which requires a distinction between signs of a commercial and non-commercial nature.
	7. Preserve the health, safety, and general welfare of the public.

	14-03.1-02 Definitions and Measurements.
	1. Definitions of Terms. In addition to the overall definitions for zoning contained in Section 14-02-03 (Definitions) of the City Code of Ordinances, the following definitions represent the meanings of terms as they are used in this chapter:
	Air-blown Sign. A sign that is designed to be moved or filled with air or gas, such as balloons and products marketed as �air puppet� or �tube man.� This includes such devices that do not contain a message but are intended to attract attention.
	Awning: Any structure or shelter attached to and projecting outward from the face of a building, typical extending over a sidewalk or other thoroughfare.
	Changeable Copy Sign. A sign or portion thereof with characters, letters or illustrations that can be changed or rearranged manually without altering the face of the sign. Reader boards and marquee signs are considered changeable copy signs.
	Commercial Zoning District: The CA � Commercial, CG � Commercial, HM � Health Medical, or RT � Residential zoning districts. Street frontages in a P � Public zoning district that are not adjacent to or across from a residential zoning district are con...
	Community-Wide Event. Any special event or other local, cultural, educational, or sporting activities of specific benefit to the City. Any content with the primary purpose of endorsing or promoting commercial interests; campaign messages that endorse ...
	Digital Off-Premise Advertising Sign: An off-premise advertising sign with a digital display of information that is capable of displaying multiple static images sequentially and is controlled by electronic communications.  A sign with one digital face...
	Downtown Zoning District: The DC � Downtown Core and DF � Downtown Fringe zoning districts.
	Electronic Message Center Sign (EMC): An on-premise advertising sign with a digital display of information that is capable of displaying characters, letters or illustrations and can be electronically changed by remote or automatic means.
	Feather Flag Sign: A freestanding sign typically constructed of a single plastic or metal shaft driven in the ground or fixed to a weighted base and with an attached pennant that is vertically elongated and attached to the shaft.
	Frame Hold Time: The duration or interval of time during which each individual digital advertisement or message is displayed on any sign which is capable of sequentially displaying more than one advertisement or message on its display surface.
	Freestanding Sign: A permanent sign that is not attached to any building or structure, with the exception of a structure, such as a pole or foundation, with the sole purpose of supporting signs. Freestanding signs are further divided into pole signs o...
	Industrial Zoning District: The MA � Industrial or MB � Industrial zoning districts.
	Monument Sign: a freestanding sign supported by a base of at least seventy-five (75) percent of the sign width with the highest point of the sign face located eight (8) feet or less from the ground. Signs that are affixed to boulders or other inorgani...
	Off-Premise Advertising Sign: A ground sign, as defined in the most recent adoption of the International Building Code (IBC), that may advertise goods or services that are not associated with the use of the premises. Off-premise advertising signs may ...
	On-Premise Advertising Sign: A sign advertising the business, person, service or major product of the building or land upon which it is located, or identifying the premises or goods manufactured, produced, or services rendered thereon. On-premise does...
	Permanent Sign: Any sign that is intended to be and is constructed to remain unchanged in character and position and affixed to features such as the ground or building for one (1) year or more. A temporary sign left in place for one (1) year or more d...
	Pole Sign: A freestanding sign resting on or supported by one or more poles or other vertical structures. Any permanent freestanding sign that does not meet the definition of monument sign shall be considered a pole sign.  Signs commonly referred to a...
	Portable Sign: A sign that is constructed so as to be movable, either by skids, wheels, truck or other conveyance and which does not have a permanent foundation or is otherwise permanently fastened to the ground and is not actively used as a vehicle f...
	Projecting Sign: A sign that is wholly or partly dependent upon a building or structure for support and which projects outward from the surface of the building in a direction not parallel to the surface.
	Residential Zoning District: The R5 � Residential, R10 � Residential, RM � Residential, RMH � Residential, RR � Residential, or RR5 � Residential zoning districts. Lots or parcels within a P � Public zoning district that is adjacent to or across from ...
	Sidewalk Sign: A sign that is portable, typically designed with an A-frame structure, and is placed on the sidewalk or boulevard area of a public right-of-way, associated with an abutting commercial establishment.
	Sign: Any visual display visible from a public right-of-way designed to identify, announce, direct, or inform.
	Sign Face: The entire surface area of the sign that is used to identify, advertise or communicate information for visual representation and is visible from any one direction, exclusive of any supporting structure for the sign. Multiple parts of a sign...
	Site Sign: An on-premise sign of temporary nature installed on a parcel of land with certain activity specified in this ordinance underway and constructed of temporary materials such as plywood, durable plastic, composite, or metal, with or without a ...
	Temporary Banner: A display sign banner, or other advertising device constructed of, cloth, canvas, fabric or other light temporary material, with or without a structural frame intended for a limited period of display, including but not limited to dec...
	Wall Sign: A sign fastened to the wall of a building or structure in such a manner that the wall becomes the supporting structure for, or forms a background surface of, the sign.
	Yard Sign: A small sign of a temporary nature inserted into the ground by wire or post, including but not limited to real estate signs, garage sales, political signs, and construction signs, constructed of a light temporary material, such as corrugate...

	2. Method of Measurement. All dimensional measurements in this chapter shall be calculated based on the following methods:
	a. Determining Allowable Area. Wherever a total allowable sign area is applied in this chapter, the following methods shall be used to determine area measurements:
	i. The total allowable sign area for all signs on a parcel is based on the length of linear street frontage of the parcel on a public right-of-way, other than alleyways, towards which the sign or signs are oriented in all parcels outside of Downtown Z...
	ii. The primary street frontage shall be considered the side from which the principal structure on the parcel has its primary entrance, which is the means by which the majority of the ground-floor space of the building is accessed or the most commonly...
	iii. Secondary street frontages shall be considered all sides of a property that are not considered the primary street frontage.
	iv. The total allowable sign area is applied separately to the primary street frontage and any secondary street frontages as herein defined, and allowable area may not be transferred between frontages on a parcel.
	v. Only permitted signs are included in total allowable sign area calculations. Permit-exempt signs shall not be included.

	b. Area of Sign Face. the area in square feet of a sign face, not including any supporting structures, is measured as follows:
	i. Signs within a cabinet or base with a regular polygon or circular shape shall be measured as the total area of the shape, including any frame.
	ii. Signs with irregularly-shaped sign faces or multiple parts, such as independent letters or logos, shall be measured as the area of the smallest single polygon with all interior angles less than 180 degrees that encompasses the entire sign face.
	iii. Signs on a non-planar shape, such as spheres, cylinders, cones, or other multidimensional shapes, shall be measured as the area of the sum of the four vertical sides of the smallest cube that completely encompasses the sign.
	iv. Signs with two faces are measured as the area of only the larger of the two faces, as long as the faces are no greater than eighteen (18) inches from each other in distance and are either parallel to or at an interior angle of less than thirty (30...

	c. Height of Sign. The vertical distance in feet between the top of the curb of the roadway nearest to the pole, monument, or building wall supporting the sign and the highest point of the area of the sign face.
	d. Setback of Sign. The horizontal distance between any part of a sign or supporting structure and the front property line of the parcel the sign is located within.
	e. Clearance of Sign. The vertical distance between any part of a sign, including supporting structure, and the highest finished grade directly beneath the sign.
	f. Spacing of Signs. The shortest distance between two signs, as measured horizontal to the ground plane from the any point on both signs.
	g. Illumination of Signs. The illumination of signs is measured in foot-candles by an illuminance meter. Two measurements must be taken, one for ambient light and another for operational light, with as short a duration between tests as practicable. Re...
	i. Location of Tests. Measurements shall be taken from a distance no closer than the nearest curb of a public right-of-way or the nearest property line to the subject sign at a height of three (3) feet above the ground.
	ii. Time of Tests. Measurements may be taken at any time. However, conducting tests at least 30 minutes past sunset is recommended.
	iii. Testing Method. Ambient light is recorded with the subject sign turned off, or alternatively the sign may be blocked by a dark and opaque object. Operational light is recorded with the sign turned on and displaying a full white image, or alternat...



	14-03.1-03 Scope of Sign Provisions.
	1. Applicability and Jurisdiction. This chapter shall apply to the construction, installation, function, maintenance, and/or alteration of all signs, whether permanent or temporary, in the entirety of the City of Bismarck and its extraterritorial zoni...
	2. Permit Exempt Signs. The following signs are exempt from requirements to obtain permits in Section 14-03.1-04, but are still subject to the general standards of Section 14-03.1-05 and any specific standards as noted herein:
	a. Address Number. A physical street address marking, as required by Section 10-01-07 (Numbering Buildings and Lots) of the City Code of Ordinances, except where the address information is also included within the name of the business or organization ...
	b. Air-Blown Sign. A temporary sign, as defined in this chapter, subject to the following provisions
	i. Air-blown signs may be displayed on a property or lease space for a continuous display period of no greater than seven (7) days. Up to two (2) display periods are permissible per calendar year per business or organization. The display periods canno...
	ii. Air-blown signs are prohibited in the downtown zoning districts

	c. Architectural Feature. A sign, symbol, logo, or lettering that is integral to a building�s structure and design that is constructed with permanent materials that are used generally throughout the building and are not specific to the sign.
	d. Beacon Transmission: The use of location-based wireless transmission to or collection of information from personal electronic devices within proximity of the transmitter, through means such as Bluetooth or similar technologies, provided that transm...
	e. Bulletin Board. An informational display, such has a menu board, an event listing, promotional flyer, or other display intended to be read from a close distance and providing specific information typically sought by the viewer. Bulletin Boards may ...
	f. Carried Sign. A sign carried or worn by a person or persons, provided that all traffic safety laws are met.
	g. Construction Fence Sign. A sign affixed to a fence erected temporarily around a construction site, subject to the following provisions:
	i. Construction fence signs must be installed flush to the fence and may not extend beyond the area of the fence, but are otherwise not limited size.
	ii. Construction fence signs must be removed no later than thirty (30) days after a certificate of occupancy has been granted on the building on site or ceasing of the activity for which the fence is used.

	h. Electronic Message Center Sign Demonstration. The temporary display of an electronic message center for demonstration purposes over a period of twenty-four (24) hours or less, provided the sign is used as an on-premise advertising sign without any ...
	i. Feather Flag Sign. A sign, as defined in this chapter, subject to the following provisions:
	i. Feather flag signs may be displayed on a property or lease space for a continuous display period of no greater than sixty (60) days. Up to two (2) display periods are permissible per calendar year per business or organization. The display periods c...
	ii. Feather flag signs are prohibited in the downtown zoning districts.

	j. Flag or Pennant. A flag, emblem or insignia of any nation, political subdivision, corporation, or any other entity.
	k. Grave Marker. A name or other marker of the deceased located in a cemetery.
	l. Identification Plaque. A small, permanent wall sign or plaque that identifies a household name, business and/or organization occupying a building, subject to the following provisions:
	i. No more than one (1) identification plaque is permitted on any parcel.
	ii. Identification plaques may not exceed one and a half (1 ½) square feet in area in residential zoning districts.
	iii. Identification plaques may not exceed three (3) square feet in area in commercial zoning districts, industrial zoning districts, downtown zoning districts, or agricultural zoning districts. An identification plaque may be freestanding in agricult...
	iv. Identification plaques may not be illuminated, either internally or externally.

	m. Inwardly-Oriented Sign. A sign that meets any of the following conditions:
	i. Located indoors;
	ii. Located inside a stadium, concert venue, or athletic fields and oriented toward patrons of that venue;
	iii. Located within a parking area or site, such as signs used to provide directions or practical information, and oriented toward the interior of the site;
	iv. Any sign not intended to be visible from the public right-of-way or any adjoining property.

	n. Public Art. Any installation of a mural or visual artwork visible from a public right-of-way that not does not contain any brand name, product name, letters of the alphabet spelling or abbreviating the name of any product, company, profession, busi...
	i. All Downtown Design Review procedures shall be followed for any installation of public art.
	ii. The public art is not installed on any side of a building directly adjacent to a public right-of-way, excluding alleys.
	iii. The public art is not installed on a vacant building or within a vacant lot or parcel, unless the property owner has filed a building permit with the intention of occupation or is otherwise actively in the process of improving the building or par...
	iv. The public art is not installed on any original façade of a building listed as a contributing structure of the downtown historic district, unless the art may be attached to a removable panel without damage to the underlying historic façade and the...

	o. Public Utilitarian Sign. Signs of a non-commercial nature and in the public interest displayed by order of a political subdivision or public utility in performance of its official duties for the purpose of traffic control, wayfinding, public safety...
	p. Sidewalk Sign. A portable sign, as defined in this chapter. Sidewalk signs are subject to the following restrictions:
	i. The maximum width of a sidewalk sign shall be two (2) feet, six (6) inches and the maximum height shall be four (4) feet.
	ii. Sidewalk signs may only be placed within a public right-of-way in downtown districts, subject to standards of Section 14-03.1-09(11). Sidewalk signs must be placed on private property in all other districts, unless granted an encroachment agreement.

	q.  Site Sign. A temporary site sign used for on-premise commercial advertising, as defined in this chapter. Site signs are subject to the following restrictions, depending on activity currently underway on the parcel or in the vicinity thereof:
	i. For Sale or Rent. Site signs may be placed on parcels containing property that is currently for sale or rent in commercial, industrial, downtown, or agricultural zoning districts, as well as any RM � Residential zoning district. On said parcels, on...
	ii. Under Development or Construction. Site signs may be placed on parcels in areas that are currently under development or building construction in any zoning district. On said parcels, no more than three (3) site signs may be placed at each entrance...
	iii. Site signs are prohibited on properties that do not meet either of the provisions of this section.
	iv. Site signs are permitted in addition to any other signs, temporary or permanent, allowed on a parcel under this chapter, and all measurements of spacing or number shall be made independently of other sign types.
	v. Site signs may not be illuminated, either internally or externally.

	r. Small-Scale Freestanding Sign. A small permanent on-premise sign, typically used for ancillary messages such as providing directions, subject to the following provisions:
	i. The sign is no larger than six (6) square feet with a height of three (3) feet or less.
	ii. No more than two (2) small-scale freestanding signs may be installed on each street frontage of each parcel, in addition to any permitted freestanding signs.

	s. Temporary Banner. A temporary sign, as defined in this chapter, subject to the following provisions:
	i. Temporary banners may be displayed on a property or lease space for a continuous display period of no greater than three hundred (300) days per calendar year per business or organization.
	ii. Temporary banners may not be used to advertise off-premise commercial content.
	iii. Temporary banners must be attached to, and flush with, a building wall, retaining wall, fence, or other permanent structure.
	iv. Temporary banners may not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area in downtown zoning districts and residential zoning districts.
	v. Temporary banners may not be displayed on residential properties of four (4) units or less.
	vi. Temporary banners may not be illuminated, with the exception of temporary banners affixed to a permitted permanent sign structure to allow for transitions between occupants of a building.

	t. Temporary Lighting Display. Temporary use of low-wattage lighting for holidays or other events, including standard effects such as flashing or fading, provided any associated glare does not create a public nuisance or traffic safety hazard.
	u. Vending Machine Sign. A sign integral to a legally-operating vending machine.
	v. Window Sign. A sign affixed to the inside or outside of an exterior window or located in the interior of a building, within twelve (12) inches of a window, and oriented outside the window, subject to the following requirements:
	i. Window signs may not be used to advertise off-premise commercial content.
	ii. In downtown zoning districts, paper, cardboard, or solid surface signs are not permitted on second floor windows or above.
	iii. In the downtown zoning districts, all window signs on a building may not occupy more than twenty-five (25) percent of the total transparent window surface of each window or door opening, unless the interior space is unoccupied or window signs are...

	w. Yard Sign. A temporary sign, as defined in this chapter. Yard signs are subject to the following provisions:
	i. A yard sign may not be used to advertise off-premise commercial content. Advertisement of on-premise commercial activity, including but not limited to real estate, sales, construction activity, is permitted for the entire duration of said activity ...
	ii. Yard signs are not permitted for home occupations permitted under Section 14-03-06(2) of the City Code of Ordinances.
	iii. Each yard sign may not exceed eight (8) square feet in area, exclusive of any post or supporting structure. Notwithstanding, one (1) non-commercial yard sign may exceed this area limitation for a time period no greater than twenty-four (24) hours...
	iv. Yard signs may be freestanding or attached to a fence, deck, or garage door, but may not be affixed to a building wall or any vegetative matter.
	v. Yard signs may not be illuminated, either internally or externally.


	3. Permit Exempt Activity. The following activities are exempt from requirements to obtain a permit in Section 14-03.1-04 only if the activity does not render a sign non-compliant, or further non-compliance in the case of non-conforming signs, with an...
	a. Routine Maintenance. Maintenance necessary to keep a sign in a functional and attractive condition, including painting, cleaning, replacing parts, and small repairs. Temporary removal may be considered maintenance if the same sign is placed back in...
	b. Change of Message. Changing the message content on the face of any off-premise advertising sign, changeable copy sign, or electronic message center. Replacing or altering the face of any other permitted permanent sign is not exempt from requirement...
	c. Removal of Sign. The removal of any permanent or temporary sign, including the dismantling and complete removal of all supporting structures used exclusively for the sign.

	4. Prohibited Signs. Certain signs that detract from the purpose of this chapter are prohibited. Provisions related to the prohibition of signs in specific zoning districts are within sections 14-03.1-06 through 14-03.1-09. The following signs are pro...
	a. Sign Resembling Public Facility. A private sign that resembles or conflicts with a public sign or traffic control device.
	b. Roof Sign: A sign that is mounted on the roof of a building which is wholly dependent upon a building for support and which projects above the parapet of a building for a flat roof, the eave line of a building with gable roof, or the deck line of a...
	c. Searchlights: High-intensity lighting devices oriented outward, such as strobe lights, searchlights, laser lights, or beacons, unless said lights are part of a temporary lighting display as exempted in Subsection 14-03.1-02(2).
	d. Use of Mechanical Motion. A sign that rotates, revolves, pivots, swings, or uses any mechanical motion, with the exception of rotating barber poles.
	e. Use of Vegetation. A sign painted on or affixed to a tree or other organic matter.
	f. Use of Live Animal. A sign that uses a live animal.
	g. Use of Pyrotechnics. A sign that uses open flames, sparks, explosions, or any form of illumination by means other than electricity. This prohibition does not apply to fireworks displays that comply with all local and state requirements.
	h. Use of Sound. A sign that emits any sound through audio speakers or any other device. This includes the use of sound to advertise or draw attention to a business or activity occurring on premise that is clearly audible from a public right-of-way or...
	i. Vehicle Sign. The use of a parked car, truck, bus, boat, or other vehicle or part thereof as a sign, unless the vehicle containing a sign meets all of the following conditions:
	i. The vehicle is consistently used in the normal conduct of a business or organization or is utilized as an example of products that are sold on premises.
	ii. The vehicle is maintained in operable condition and is properly registered with the State of North Dakota Department of Transportation.
	iii. The vehicle is lawfully parked.


	5. Permitted Signs. Any sign that is not identified as a permit exempt sign or a prohibited sign by this section shall be considered a permitted sign, and shall require a permit and be subject to all provisions of this chapter, including but not limit...
	6. New Sign Types. It is recognized that, due to changing technology and the desires of businesses in the community, sign types may be proposed that do not clearly meet any definitions of this chapter. Such signs are not necessarily prohibited by this...

	14-03.1-04 Permitting Procedures.
	1. Permit Required. No sign or any structure with the sole purpose of supporting a sign may be constructed, installed, displayed, relocated, converted to electronic or reconstructed until the applicable sign permit is issued by the Zoning Administrato...
	2. Sign Installation License. A person may not engage in the business of erecting or placing signs or be entitled to a permit to erect or place any sign under the provisions of this chapter unless licensed to do so by the Zoning Administrator on writt...
	a. Insurance Required. A license may not take effect until the licensee files with the Zoning Administrator a copy of the licensee's liability insurance policy in the minimum amount of two hundred and fifty thousand dollars ($250,000) for each person ...
	b. License Duration. Licenses are valid for the calendar year within which the license is issued. All licenses expire on December 31 of each year.

	3. Permit Submittal Requirements. The following items shall be submitted by an applicant to the Zoning Administrator prior to the issuance of any sign permit:
	a. Application. A written application prescribed by the City must be submitted for all signs. The City may prescribe separate applications for different sign types with specific information relevant to each type contained therein. Multiple signs on a ...
	b. Sign Display. An elevation or photographic visualization of the proposed sign and surrounding context, with exact dimensions of the area, height, depth, and placement of the sign, must be submitted for all signs, with the exception of portable sign...
	c. Site Plan. A site plan showing the dimensions of the sign, the exact location of the sign and any appurtenant features must be submitted for all pole signs, monuments signs, and off-premise advertising signs. This requirement may be waived by the Z...
	d. Street Visualizations. Street visualizations must be submitted for all new electronic message center signs and off-premise advertising signs, unless waived by the City Engineer. Renderings of the proposed sign superimposed on a photograph of the pr...
	e. Operational Narrative. An operational narrative is required for all electronic message centers and digital off-premise advertising signs. The narrative must outline brightness levels, times of day the sign will be operational, entrance or exit effe...
	f. Public Safety Verification. For all new off-premise advertising signs or electronic message center signs, a written verification from the City Engineer and Chief of Police, or their designees, that the public safety provisions of Section 14-03.1-05...

	4. Portable Sign Reporting. A licensed sign installer may place an unlimited number of portable signs without approval of a permit for each sign placement, subject to the following reporting requirements.
	a. Keeping Report Required. Any sign installer with portable signs in use that have not been issued individual permits must keep a report on a form prescribed by the City containing the following information:
	i. Name and address of the sign installer.
	ii. A record of each sign placed for any duration of time, indicating the address, street toward which the sign is oriented, the date the sign was placed, the date the sign was removed, if applicable, and a photograph of the sign in location during ea...
	iii. Evidence of property owner approval for each sign in use at any time.

	b. Submittal of Report. Any licensed sign installer shall furnish a report upon request of the Zoning Administrator of all portable signs placed by the installer within the previous one year of the request date, or since the effective date of this ord...
	c. Individual Option. In lieu of keeping reports, portable signs may also be permitted individually according to the procedures of this section. A license and insurance is not required for individually-permitted portable signs.
	d. License Revocation. The Zoning Administrator may revoke the license of any sign installer for up to one year upon failure to provide an accurate report in a timely manner, or failure to meet any other requirements of this ordinance.

	5. Permit fees. All sign permits may be subject to a fee, as established in Section 4-02-05 (Building Permit Fees) of the City Code of Ordinances.
	6. Issuance of Permit. After a reasonable period of time for review, the Zoning Administrator shall issue a sign permit to any sign that conforms to the provisions of this chapter, as demonstrated in the application submittal as well as any documented...
	7. Inspection. The Building Inspections Division may inspect any proposed or existing sign at any time to ensure compliance with all requirements of this chapter.
	8. Revocation of Permit. The Zoning Administrator may revoke any issued sign permit upon determination that the application contained false or misleading information or an actual sign is substantially different than described in the application and su...
	9. Appeals. Any denial or revocation of a sign permit by the Zoning Administrator, or any enforcement action taken against an existing sign for non-compliance, is subject to an appeal to the Board of City Commissioners following the procedures of Sect...

	14-03.1-05 General Standards.
	1. Application. The provisions of this section apply to all signs, whether permitted or permit-exempt, in all zoning districts.
	2. Building Code. All permanent signs must conform to the structural design standards of the International Building Code most recently adopted through Section 04-02-02 (Adoption of the City of Bismarck Building Code) of the City Code of Ordinances.
	3. Maintenance of Signs. All signs, whether permanent or temporary, shall be kept in a state of good repair and operation at all times. The Zoning Administrator may issue a notice and order to any owner of property containing a sign out of compliance ...
	a. A business or organization that has vacated the property on which the sign is located, or any freestanding supporting structure without a sign face. A sign or supporting structure shall be considered abandoned and in violation of this section six (...
	b. Structural supports are deemed to be unstable due to deterioration or previous damage.
	c. Panels, sections, or lettering of the sign face are missing or significantly damaged or faded.
	d. Bulbs are burned out or electronic elements of a sign are malfunctioning such that the intended display of the sign is compromised.
	e. Paint, coating, or other cosmetic materials of the sign are peeling or no longer present in their original form.
	f. The face of a sign is obstructed from public view by growth of vegetation on private property or any other visual obstruction.
	g. The condition of a sign has changed in any way that creates a public safety hazard.

	4. Illumination of Signs. The illumination of all signs, including electronic message centers and digital off-premise advertising signs, is subject to the following requirements:
	a. Externally-illuminated signs shall direct illumination toward the sign or downward so as to minimize the amount of glare or light trespass across property lines.
	b. Internally-illuminated signs shall not exceed a brightness level that creates a safety hazard for drivers on adjacent roadways or a nuisance for any nearby residential uses, as determined by the Zoning administrator.
	c. High-intensity lighting devices oriented outward, such as laser lights, strobe lights, searchlights, and beacons, are not permitted.
	d. Lighting for any signs, with the exception of electronic message centers or digital off-premise advertising signs, may not alternate between fully illuminated and fully non-illuminated in a flashing manner. However, lighting of internally illuminat...
	e. Illumination of temporary and portable signs is not permitted, as further stated in Sections 14-03.1-03(2) and 14-03.1-08(5) of this chapter.

	5. Restrictions on Placement. In all zoning districts, the placement or installation of all signs is further restricted in the following areas:
	a. Public Right-of-Way. No sign, or any part thereof, may be located within or above a public right-of-way, either temporarily or permanently, unless an encroachment agreement is approved in accordance with Title 02-01-04 of the City Code of Ordinance...
	b. Sight Triangles. Any sign in a sight triangle, as defined in Section 14-02-03 (Definitions) of the City Code of Ordinances, is subject to the following additional standards:
	i. No freestanding sign may visually obstruct the vertical space between three (3) feet and ten (10) feet above grade, with the exception of a pole or base with a diameter or longest horizontal cross-section of eight (8) inches or less. No sign face o...
	ii. No wall signs or projecting signs shall be permitted, except where exempted in the downtown zoning districts.

	c. Property Lines. No part of any sign, or necessary supports of a sign, may project across or over any property line.
	d. Easements. With the exception of portable signs, yard signs, site signs, and other signs of a temporary nature, no sign may be placed within or above any utility, access, stormwater and drainage, or any other easement encumbering use of the land, u...
	e. Means of Egress. No sign may be placed or installed in such a way that obstructs any means of egress from windows or doors required by building or fire code.

	6. Restrictions on Content. All provisions of this chapter apply irrespective to the content or message of any sign, and no greater preference is conferred to commercial over non-commercial signs, except that the following content, without reference t...
	a. Text or images that may be reasonably confused with traffic control or public safety devices, including any sign that contains the words �stop,� �caution,� �danger,� or similar words hereby reserved for public safety.
	b. Text or images that are obscene from the point of view of a typical person applying current standards of the community to the whole content of the sign; describe sexual or excretory functions, as defined by state law; and, taken as a whole, lack se...
	c. Text or images that are unlawful by local, state or federal law, including but not limited to slander, defamation, incitement to imminent lawless action, and true threats.

	7. Protection of Public Safety. A sign shall not resemble or interfere, to any degree, with the effectiveness of a traffic control device, sign or signal; shall not be placed beside or behind a traffic control device in a location or at a height that ...
	8. Standards of Structure Not Applicable. Freestanding signs shall not be considered a structure and subject to dimensional requirements, such as setbacks and heights, applied to structures within Chapter 14-04 (District Regulations) of this Title. Al...
	9. Off-Premise Content on Signs of Public Interest. Notwithstanding all other provisions of this chapter, permanent on-premise signs or temporary banners used by public or non-profit entities or used for community-wide events may include ancillary off...

	14-03.1-06 Agricultural Zoning District Standards.
	1. Purpose. The standards for signs in this section are intended to preserve the agricultural nature of this district and discourage any uses with direct commercial sales or services requiring signage.
	2. Application. No signs are permitted in the A � Agricultural zoning district, with the exception of:
	a. Portable signs, subject to all requirements of Section 14-03.1-08(5) applicable to commercial zoning districts.
	b. Any signs exempt under Section 14-03.1-03 of this ordinance.


	14-03.1-07 Residential Zoning District Standards.
	1. Purpose. The standards for signs in this section are intended to preserve the residential character of neighborhoods while allowing uses within this district the reasonable ability to identify themselves and promote activities occurring on premises.
	2. Application. In addition to general standards of this chapter, the provisions of this section apply only to permitted signs within residential zoning districts, as defined in this chapter. Certain street frontages in the P � Public zoning district ...
	3. Prohibited Signs. In addition to signs prohibited in Section 14-03.1-30 (Scope of Sign Provisions), the following signs are prohibited in residential zoning districts:
	a. Off-premise advertising signs
	b. Portable signs.

	4. Identification of Residential Areas. Signs used for the purposed of identifying residential subdivisions, multifamily complexes, or manufactured home parks are permitted, subject to the following standards:
	a. Number. No more than two (2) signs shall be permitted for each entrance to a residential subdivision, or for each multifamily complex or manufactured home park. For the purposes of this section, residential subdivisions shall include all phases of ...
	b. Monument Sign Permitted. Only monument signs may be used to identify residential areas.
	c. Entrances. The sign may only be located at an entrance to a residential subdivision, multifamily residential complex or manufactured home park.
	d. Sign Dimensions. The total area of the sign face shall not exceed sixty (60) square feet, and the sign may not exceed eight (8) feet in height.
	e. Sign Materials. The base, supports, and face of the sign shall be constructed of durable, weather-resistant materials.
	f. Landscaping. All monument signs shall be provided with landscaping around the base of the sign.
	g. Dimensional Lettering. The sign must be dimensional in nature, utilizing letters, numerals, and/or imagery that are either raised or engraved relative to the plane of sign face.
	h. Maintenance Responsibility. Ongoing responsibility for maintenance and upkeep of the sign shall be assigned to a private entity with sufficient rights and capacity to complete said duties. The Zoning Administrator reserves the right to request any ...

	5. Signs for Non-Residential Uses. On-premise advertising signs are permitted in residential zoning districts on properties with non-residential uses, other than home occupations, such as schools and religious institutions, subject to the following st...
	a. Area of Signs. The total allowable sign area in residential zoning districts shall by as follows:
	i. Primary Street Frontage. The total allowable sign area on a primary street frontage is one-half (½) square foot of sign area for every one (1) linear foot of street frontage.
	ii. Secondary Street Frontage. The total allowable sign area on a secondary street frontage is one-quarter (¼) square foot of sign area for every one (1) linear foot of street frontage.
	iii. Small Lot Exception. A wall sign of up to 20 square feet may be permitted on any street frontage, notwithstanding requirements of this section.
	b. Freestanding Signs. Freestanding signs shall be subject to the following provisions:
	i. Number. One (1) freestanding sign may be permitted per street frontage, up to a maximum of two (2) signs on any parcel.
	ii. Height of Sign. The overall height of a freestanding sign shall not exceed twenty (20) feet.
	iii. Setback of Sign. All parts of a pole sign shall be setback from the front property line a distance at least the height of the sign. A monument sign shall not be subject to any setback additional to what may be required in Section 14-03.1-05.
	iv. Landscaping. All monument signs shall be provided with landscaping around the base of the sign.
	v. Clearance. Pole signs that are greater than three (3) feet in height shall have a clearance of at least eight (8) feet, except where required to be greater within a sight triangle.
	c. Wall Signs. Wall signs shall be subject to the following provisions:
	i. Number. One (1) wall sign may be permitted per street frontage, up to a maximum of four (4) signs on any parcel, subject to the following standards:
	ii. Principal Building. Signs may only be affixed to the principal building on the property, and may not be affixed to any accessory buildings.
	iii. Placement of Sign. The face of a wall sign shall be parallel to the plane of the wall it is mounted on and shall not project above or beyond the wall it is mounted on.
	iv. Dimensional Lettering. Wall signs must be dimensional in nature, utilizing letters, numerals, and/or imagery that are either raised or engraved from the plane of the sign face.
	d. Electronic Message Center Signs. The following provisions apply to electronic message center signs within residential zoning districts or within one-hundred and fifty (150) feet of a residential zoning district, as measured from any part of the sig...
	i. Special Use Permit. A special use permit shall be required, subject to all procedures of Section 14-03-08 (Special Uses) of the City Code of Ordinances.
	ii. Sign Type. Electronic message center signs may only be incorporated into on-premise pole signs, monument signs, or wall signs.  Electronic message center signs shall not be located on projecting signs, portable signs, or any other temporary signs,...
	iii. Number of Signs. Only one (1) electronic message center sign shall be allowed per parcel.
	iv. Area of Signs. the electronic message center portion of a sign shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area.
	v. Proportion of Sign. Electronic message centers may only be included on pole signs that also contain static content. The electronic portion of the sign may not exceed fifty (50) percent of the entire sign area, and must be entirely below the static ...
	e. Operational Requirements. Electronic message center signs shall be subject to the following operational requirements:
	i. Brightness. The sign shall not exceed a maximum illumination level of 0.3 foot-candles above ambient light levels.
	ii. Frame Hold Time. The sign shall have a frame hold time of no less than three (3) seconds between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. The sign shall hold on a constant frame or be turned off between 9:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.
	iii. Effects. The sign shall be limited to instantaneous or continuous fading transitions from one static frame to another static frame without the use of any frame entrance, exit or hold effects or the use of any animation or background animation.
	iv. Video. The use of streaming video or full-motion video on any electronic message center sign is prohibited.
	f. Sign Features. Electronic message center signs shall be equipped with the following features:
	i. A default mechanism that shall freeze the sign in one position as a static message if a malfunction occurs; and
	ii. A mechanism able to automatically adjust the illuminative brightness of the display according to ambient light conditions by means of a light detector/photocell.


	6. Portable Signs. In addition to general standards of Section 14-03.1-05, the following provisions apply to all portable signs in residential zoning districts:
	a. A special use permit is obtained from the City of Bismarck Planning and Zoning Commission, subject to all requirements of Section 14-03-08, to verify that the placement and design of proposed portable sign(s) does not have a negative impact on the ...
	b. All requirements pertaining to portable signs in commercial zoning districts in Section 14-03.1-08(5) are met.


	14-03.1-08 Commercial Zoning District Standards.
	1. Purpose. The standards for signs in this section are intended to afford the greatest degree of flexibility for signs in areas with commercial or industrial activity while still adhering to the other purpose of this chapter.
	2. Application. In addition to general standards of this chapter, the provisions of this section apply only to permitted signs within commercial zoning districts or industrial zoning districts, as defined in this chapter.
	3. On-Premise Advertising Signs. In addition to general standards of Section 14-03.1-05, the following provisions apply to all on-premise advertising signs, excluding portable signs.
	a. Freestanding Signs. Freestanding signs, including pole signs and monument signs, are permitted according to the following provisions:
	i. Number: Pole signs shall be limited to one (1) pole sign per street frontage per parcel, and monument signs shall be limited to one (1) monument sign per street frontage per parcel. Multiple businesses operating on-premises may be advertised on any...
	ii. Area. There is no maximum allowable sign area within commercial zoning districts.
	iii. Setback. Freestanding signs are not subject to any setback additional to what may be required in Section 14-03.1-05.
	iv. Height. The following height requirements shall apply, based on the zoning district within which the sign is located:
	a. In the CA � Commercial, HM � Health and Medical, and RT � Residential zoning districts, freestanding signs shall not exceed thirty (30) feet in height.
	b. In the CG � Commercial, MA � Industrial, and MB � Industrial zoning districts, freestanding signs shall not exceed fifty (50) feet in height.

	v. Interstate-Oriented Freestanding Sign. Notwithstanding the requirements of this section, a freestanding sign may be installed at a height of no greater than eight (80) feet, subject to the following additional standards:
	a. A special use permit is obtained from the City of Bismarck Planning and Zoning Commission, subject to all requirements of Section 14-03-08.
	b. The sign is oriented toward and within six hundred and sixty (660) feet of an Interstate.
	c. All permitting requirements of Section 14-03.1-04 of this chapter that are applicable to off-premise advertising signs are submitted, including street visualizations and verification of public safety.
	d. The sign does not contain an electronic message center displayed above fifty (50) feet in height.

	vi. Clearance. Pole signs that are greater than three (3) feet in height shall have a clearance of at least eight (8) feet, except where required to be greater within a sight triangle.

	b. Wall Signs. Wall signs are permitted in commercial zoning districts and industrial zoning districts according to the following provisions:
	i. Number: There is no limit to the number of wall signs on a parcel in commercial zoning districts or industrial zoning districts.
	ii. Area. There is no maximum allowable wall sign area in commercial zoning districts or industrial zoning districts.
	iii. Setback There are no setbacks required for wall signs in commercial zoning districts or industrial zoning districts.
	iv. Height. There are no height limits for wall signs in commercial zoning districts or industrial zoning districts.
	v. Principal Building. Wall signs may only be affixed to a principal building on the property, and may not be affixed to any accessory buildings.
	vi. Placement of Sign. The face of a wall sign shall be parallel to the plane of the wall it is mounted on and shall not project above or beyond the wall it is mounted on.

	c. Projecting Signs. Projecting signs are permitted in commercial zoning districts and industrial zoning districts according to the following provisions. For the purposes of this section, projecting signs include signs that are attached to or displaye...
	i. Number: There is no limit to the number of projecting signs on a parcel in commercial zoning districts or industrial zoning districts.
	ii. Area. There is no maximum allowable projecting sign area in commercial zoning districts or industrial zoning districts.
	iii. Setback There are no setbacks required for projecting signs in commercial zoning districts or industrial zoning districts. Projecting signs may extend into a required setback and are not considered part of a structure for the purpose of determini...
	iv. Height. There are no height limits for projecting signs in commercial zoning districts or industrial zoning districts.
	v. Extension. A sign may not project from the face of any building or structure a distance of more than six (6) feet.
	vi. Clearance. Projecting signs shall have a clearance of at least eight (8) feet, except where required to be greater within a sight triangle. A projecting sign may not extend above a driving, loading or parking lane or area.

	d. Electronic Message Center Signs. The following provisions apply to electronic message center signs within commercial zoning districts or industrial zoning districts, with the exception of electronic message center signs located within one hundred a...
	i. Sign Type. Electronic message center signs may only be incorporated into on-premise pole signs, monument signs, or wall signs.  Electronic message center signs shall not be located on projecting signs, portable signs, or any other temporary signs, ...
	ii. Number of Signs. No more than one (1) electronic message center sign shall be allowed per street frontage per parcel.
	iii. Area of Sign. The electronic message center sign portion of any sign shall not exceed the area specified in the table below, which is based on the zoning district in which the sign is located and the functional classification of the roadway towar...
	iv. Proportion of Sign. Electronic message center signs may only be included on pole signs that also contain static content. The electronic portion of the sign may not exceed fifty (50) of the entire sign area, and must be entirely below the static po...
	v. Operational Requirements. Electronic message center signs shall be subject to the following operational requirements:
	a. Brightness. The sign shall not exceed a maximum illumination level of 0.3 foot-candles above ambient light levels.
	b. Frame Hold Time. The sign shall have a frame hold time of no less than one (1) second.  The use of animation and background animation is allowed and is not subject to the one (1) second frame hold time requirement.
	c. Effects. Special effects may be used to transition from one frame to another, provided said entrance effects result in all of the text within the frame appearing at once or in the order that the text is normally read, including, but not limited to,...
	d. Video. The use of full-motion video is prohibited.

	vi. Sign Features. Electronic message center signs shall be equipped with the following features:
	a. A default mechanism that shall freeze the sign in one position as a static message if a malfunction occurs; and
	b. A mechanism able to automatically adjust the illuminative brightness of the display according to ambient light conditions by means of a light detector/photocell.



	4. Off-Premise Advertising Signs. In addition to general standards of Section 14-03.1-05, the following provisions shall apply specifically to all off-premise advertising signs:
	a. Zoning Districts Permitted. Off-premise advertising signs are only permitted in any CG - Commercial, MA - Industrial, or MB - Industrial zoning district. Off-premise advertising signs are prohibited in the CA � Commercial, RT � Residential, and HM ...
	b. State Approval Required. The sign meets provisions outlined in Chapter 24-17 of the North Dakota Century Code (NDCC) and a permit has been issued by the North Dakota Department of Transportation, where required.
	c. Front Yard Setback. Off-premise advertising signs shall not be subject to front yard setback requirements for each zoning district, but the entirety of the sign shall be set back at least fifteen (15) feet from any property line fronting a street, ...
	d. Roadway Functional Class. Off-premise advertising signs may only be located adjacent to a minor or principal arterial roadway. If the right-of-way of an arterial roadway includes a local or frontage roadway, the sign may be adjacent to said local o...
	e. Sign Area. Each sign face may not exceed three hundred (300) square feet in area, sixteen (16) feet in height or thirty (30) feet in width, with the exception of off-premise advertising signs oriented toward Interstate 94 (not business loop) or Bis...
	f. Extensions to Signs. A non-digital off-premise advertising sign may have up to an additional twenty percent (20%) of the sign face area on the perimeter of the sign face for extension elements.  All sign extension space shall be of the same materia...
	g. Number of Faces. The sign shall have no more than two (2) faces.
	h. Height of Signs. The sign shall not exceed fifty (50) feet in height, and the sign face shall have a clearance of at least ten (10) feet.
	i. Spacing. Any and all parts of the sign, whether static or digital, shall be located at least three hundred (300) feet from any part of an existing or approved off-premise advertising sign, whether static or digital; at least two hundred (200) feet ...
	j. Residential Setback. The sign shall be located at least three hundred (300) feet from any residential zoning district, as measured from any part of the sign to the nearest property line within any residential zoning district.
	k. No Obstruction of View. The sign shall not obstruct any other existing sign, either off-premise or on-premise.
	l. Digital Signs. Digital off-premise advertising signs shall meet the following additional standards:
	i. The sign shall have a frame hold time of no less than seven (7) seconds and must transition instantaneously from one static image to another static image without any special effects.  The use of streaming video, full-motion video, animation or fram...
	ii. The sign shall have a default mechanism that shall freeze the sign in one position as a static message if a malfunction occurs; and
	iii. The sign shall have a mechanism able to automatically adjust the illuminative brightness of the display according to ambient light conditions by means of a light detector/photocell.
	iv. The sign shall not exceed a maximum illumination level of 0.3 foot-candles above ambient light levels.

	m. Conversion of Type. A separate sign permit shall be required for the conversion of any existing non-digital off-premise advertising sign to a digital off-premise advertising sign. An existing non-conforming sign must meet all requirements outlined ...

	5. Portable Signs. In addition to general standards of Section 14-03.1-05, the following provisions apply to all portable signs in commercial zoning districts or industrial zoning districts:
	a. On-Premise. Portable signs may only be used as on-premise signs, unless a portable sign is used to inform or promote a community-wide event as defined in this chapter.
	b. Spacing. Portable signs shall be placed with a minimum spacing of one hundred (100) feet between portable signs on a parcel.
	c. Dimensions. Portable sign faces shall not exceed sixty (60) square feet in area, and the sign, including all supporting structures, shall not exceed eight (8) feet in height. Lettering may not extend beyond the face of the sign.
	d. Duration. Portable signs may only be displayed at any location for three hundred (300) days within any calendar year. Each location must be vacated of all portable signs for the remaining sixty-five (65) days of each calendar year. For the purposes...
	e. Electricity. Portable signs may not be wired to received electricity, produce electricity, or contain any batteries.
	f. Parking. Portable signs shall not obstruct a parking space required to meet the provisions of Section 14-03-10 (Off-Street Parking and Loading) of the City Code of Ordinances.
	g. Identification. The name and telephone number of the owner of any portable sign must be clearly displayed while in use.


	14-03.1-09 Downtown Zoning District Standards.
	1. Purpose. The standards for signs in this section are intended to encourage signs that are scaled and oriented predominantly toward pedestrians, complementary to the existing context of the downtown streetscape, and aligned with the goals and object...
	2. Application. In addition to general standards of this chapter, the provisions of this section apply only to permitted signs within downtown zoning districts, as defined in this chapter.
	3. Prohibited Signs. In addition to signs prohibited in Section 14-03.1-30(4), the following signs are prohibited in downtown zoning districts:
	a. Off-premise advertising signs.
	b. Electronic message center signs.
	c. Portable signs, excluding sidewalk signs.
	d. Feather flag signs.
	e. Air-blown signs.

	4. Area of Sign. The total allowable sign area for on-premise advertising signs shall be as follows:
	a. Downtown Core. In the DC - Downtown Core zoning district, the following measurements apply:
	i. Primary Street Frontage. The total allowable sign area on a primary street building frontage is two and a half (2 ½) square feet of sign area for every one (1) linear foot of street frontage.
	ii. Secondary Street Frontage. The total allowable sign area on a secondary street building frontage is (1) square foot of sign area for every one (1) linear foot of street frontage.

	b. Downtown Fringe. In the DF - Downtown Fringe zoning district, the following measurements apply:
	i. Primary Street Frontage. The total allowable sign area on a primary street building frontage is one (1) square foot of sign area for every one (1) linear foot of street frontage.
	ii. Secondary Street Frontage. The total allowable sign area on a secondary street building frontage is one-half (½) square foot of sign area for every one (1) linear foot of street frontage.


	5. Dimensional Lettering. All signs in downtown zoning districts, except as herein exempted, including wall signs, projecting signs, pole signs, and monument signs are required to be dimensional, utilizing raised letters, numerals, and/or imagery.
	a. Relief of Lettering. Lettering greater than six (6) inches in height must protrude at least one (1) inch from the base surface of the sign.  Lettering greater than three (3) inches in height must likewise protrude at least one-half (½) inch, and le...
	b. Exemptions. The following types of permitted signs are exempt from dimensional lettering requirements:
	i. Signs that are internally illuminated.
	ii. Signs painted on the wall of a building.
	iii. Sidewalk signs.
	iv. Signs on an awning of light material that is not suitable for supporting dimensional lettering.
	v. All permit exempt signs.


	6. Wall Signs. Wall signs are permitted in downtown zoning districts according to the following provisions:
	a. The face of a wall sign shall be parallel to the plane of the wall it is mounted on and shall not project above or beyond the wall it is mounted on.
	b. All signs placed against exterior walls of buildings and structures may not protrude more than twelve (12) inches from a wall's surface.
	c. Signs painted directly on exterior walls or surfaces of a building are allowed, provided such signs are not located on the front façade of the building and the building is not an historic structure, as defined in this Title.

	7. Awning Signs.  Signs placed on or attached to an awning are permitted in downtown zoning districts according to the following provisions:
	a. No awning may extend into the sidewalk further than two (2) feet from the back of the street curb.
	b. Any awning shall generally be located within a window and/or door recess.
	c. The shape, color, and material of any awning shall complement the overall architectural design of the building and conform to the Downtown Design Guidelines.
	d. A sign may be attached beneath an awning, provided sufficient structural support for the weight of the sign existing and the sign does not extend more than one (1) foot below the lowest point of the awning.
	e. All signs attached to or hanging below canopies must maintain a clearance at least eight (8) feet must be provided below all parts of the sign.
	f. Signs on sloped canopies shall be encouraged to be placed on the vertical band or the valance of the awning and shall be discouraged on the sloped portion.

	8. Projecting Signs. Projecting signs are permitted in downtown zoning districts according to the following provisions:
	a. A sign may not project from the face of any building or structure a distance of more than four (4) feet.
	b. Projecting signs shall have a clearance of at least eight (8) feet, and no part of any projecting sign may be above the sill of any second floor window of the building or the parapet of the roof of the building.
	c. A projecting sign may not be permitted in an alley, unless the primary public access to the business or firm is obtained from the alley.

	9. Monument Signs. Monument signs are permitted in downtown zoning districts according to the following provisions:
	a. A monument sign or any part thereof may not exceed eight (8) feet in height, recognizing that a lower maximum height is required in sight triangles
	b. Monument signs shall be constructed of brick, stone, or a similar durable material complementary to the building material.
	c. No more than one (1) monument sign may be installed per street frontage on any lot or parcel. Parcels with multiple street frontages are permitted an additional monument sign for each additional frontage.

	10. Pole signs. Pole signs are permitted in downtown zoning districts according to the following provisions:
	a. A pole sign may not be more than twenty (20) feet in height.
	b. Pole signs of greater than three (3) feet in height shall have a clearance of at least eight (8) feet, except where a greater clearance is required in sight triangles.
	c. No more than one (1) pole sign may be installed on any parcel.
	d. The visible supports of any pole sign shall be enclosed or covered with a decorative sheathing.

	11. Sidewalk Signs:  Sidewalk signs are permitted in downtown districts within the public right-of-way according to the following provisions:
	a. One (1) sidewalk sign is allowed per business or organization occupying an adjoining property.
	b. All sidewalk signs must be portable and may not be affixed to the ground or any streetscape elements, such as signs or trees.
	c. The maximum width of a sidewalk sign shall be two (2) feet, six (6) inches and the maximum height shall be four (4) feet.
	d. A sidewalk sign shall be placed only where a minimum width of four (4) continuous feet for pedestrian movements and all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act can be maintained.
	e. Sidewalk signs may be placed on the sidewalk only during hours of operation and must be removed during non-business hours.
	f. Sidewalk signs shall not be illuminated.
	g. Sidewalk signs may not be placed in a location that creates a safety hazard by limiting visibility for pedestrians or motorists or obstructing any building ingress or egress.
	h. Streamers, flags, or banners shall not be attached to any sidewalk sign or use the sign as an anchor.

	12. Downtown Design Review. All signs in the downtown districts shall be subject to the City's downtown design review procedures in accordance with the provisions of Sections 14-04-21.1(4) (DC - Downtown Core Zoning District) and 14-04-21.2(4) (DF � D...
	a. The Downtown Design Review Committee may delegate design review of any application for a sign permit or permit-exempt sign to the Building Official.
	b. The Downtown Design Review Committee may waive any provision of this section, or impose additional requirements, as a condition of any design approval, for reasons including aligning with surrounding context, preserving historic integrity, allowing...
	c. An applicant may appeal a decision of the Downtown Design Review Committee in a similar manner to any appeal of an advisory board.

	14-03.1-10 Non-Conforming Signs.
	1. Application. Any existing permanent sign that does not currently conform to a provision or provisions of this ordinance, and did conform to all applicable regulations at the time of said sign�s installation or most recent alteration, relocation, or...
	2. Continuation. A non-conforming sign may continue to exist in its vested form, place, and operation and shall not be considered in violation of this ordinance, unless rendered in violation on the basis of this section.
	3. Maintenance and Change of Message. Activities that are permit-exempt under Section 14-03.1-03 or any change of message content may be performed on a non-conforming sign only if the activity does not increase the extent to which the sign does not co...
	4. Technological Upgrades. Any electronic elements of a non-conforming electronic message center or digital off-premise advertising sign may be replaced or upgraded, provided the overall dimensions, orientation, and location of the screen is not alter...
	5. Relocation. A non-conforming sign may not be relocated or reoriented, unless the sign in its new location or orientation complies with all provisions of this ordinance. Temporary removal and replacement of a sign for repair purposes shall not be co...
	6. Alteration. A non-conforming sign may not be enlarged or altered, except as allowed by this section. Electronic components or illumination may not be added to a non-conforming sign where none previously existed.
	7. Reconstruction. A damaged non-conforming sign may be rebuilt or reconstructed to resemble its previous condition only if the following conditions are met:
	a. The cost of reconstruction does not exceed fifty (50) percent of the replacement cost of the sign at the time of damage.
	b. The reconstructed sign is not enlarged or altered such that the sign is non-compliant with the provisions of the ordinance to a greater extent than the sign was prior to damage.


	Section 6. Repeal.  Chapter 4-04 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, relating to signs and outdoor display structures, is hereby repealed in its entirety, with the chapter number reserved for future use.

	SCHAPTER 4-04
	Section 7. Amendment.  Chapter 14-04-12 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, relating to CG Commercial District, is hereby amended to read as follows:
	Section 8. Amendment.  Chapter 14-04-14 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, relating to MA Industrial District, is hereby amended to read as follows:
	Section 9. Amendment.  Chapter 14-04-15 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, relating to MB Industrial District, is hereby amended to read as follows:
	Section 10. Amendment.  Chapter 14-04-21.1 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, relating to DC Downtown Core District, is hereby amended to read as follows:
	Section 11. Amendment.  Chapter 14-04-21.2 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, relating to DF Downtown Fringe District, is hereby amended to read as follows:
	Section 12: Severability.  If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a decision of any court of competent remaining portions of this ordinance.
	Section 13. Effective Date.  This ordinance shall take effect sixty (60) days after final passage, adoption and publication.
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	AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND RE-ENACT SECTIONS 14-02-03 (DEFINITIONS), 14-03-08 (SPECIAL USES), AND 14-03-10 (OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING) OF THE 1986 CODE OF ORDINANCES, OF THE CITY OF BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA, AS AMENDED.
	BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF CITY COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA:
	Section 1. UAmendmentU.  Section 14-02-03 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, relating to Definitions is hereby amended to read as follows:
	14-02-03.   UDefinitionsU. The following definitions represent the meanings of terms as they are used in these regulations:
	* * * * *
	ULow and Moderate Income Multi-family Housing.  Multi-family housing for persons who are income qualified that is usually supported by state and federal funding programs.
	* * * * *
	Section 2. UAmendmentU.  Section 14-03-08 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, relating to Special Uses is hereby amended to read as follows:
	* * * * *
	14-03-08. USpecial Uses.
	* * * * *
	3. Permanent uses (administrative approval). The Zoning Administrator may issue special use permits for the following uses without a public hearing or approval of the City Planning and Zoning Commission:
	a. Small animal veterinary clinic.  Defined as a facility in which the practice conducted is essentially an outpatient type of practice with an occasional confinement limited to domestic household pets.  A small animal veterinary clinic may be permitt...
	* * * * *
	5.  Off-street parking space shall be provided as required in section 14-03-10S(1)(i), office buildings, of this article.
	Section 3. UAmendmentU.  Section 14-03-10 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Bismarck, North Dakota, relating to Off-Street Parking and Loading is hereby amended to read as follows:
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