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Projects

The Renaissance Zone program was established by the North 
Dakota legislature in 1999 to provide tax exemptions and 
credits to both residents and businesses for revitalization 
and redevelopment activities within the Zone.  Bismarck’s 
Renaissance Zone was established in March 2001 and has 
been expanded over the years to include a 36 block area.       
The purpose of the program is to encourage reinvestment 
in downtown properties, which strengthens the core of the 
community and helps bolster the economy of the whole 
region. 

The Renaissance Zone provides both property and income 
tax incentives to property and business owners who invest 
in qualified projects.  There are five different types of 
Renaissance Zone projects:  rehabilitation, new construction, 
purchase with major improvements, lease, and historical 
preservation and renovation.
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Since the first Renaissance Zone buildings were 
complete in 2004, overall property values in 
downtown Bismark have increased each year. 
Prior to the program, these same property values 
were decreasing.

Over the long-term, the net effect of the Renaissance Zone is an increase in tax 
revenue collected by the City, lessening the burden on other taxpayers.  Once 
each project’s five-year tax exemption period is complete, the properties re-enter 
the tax rolls at a higher taxable value for each year into the future. Every year 
since 2012, the City of Bismarck has collected more revenue from all Renaissance 
Zone project parcels than they would have if the program did not exist and the 
investments were not made. 

The Renaissance Zone is a proven 
effective tool for revitilizing and 
strengthing the core of our community.

The total assessed value 
of all properties within the 

Renaissance Zone, whether a 
recipient of the tax incentive 

or not, has grown from 
$84,578,100 in 2003 to 

$201,152,500 in 2016, which 
amounts to an average annual 

rate of growth of 10.6%.

By 2019 the total taxes 
generated from project 
parcels is projected to 

surpass the total taxes 
exempted from these 

parcels since the program 
began.

PROGRAM
EVALUATION
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Location of Renaissance Zone Projects

PROJECT TYPE
Size by Investment

Rehabilitation

Lease / Other

New Construction



In 2016, the City of Bismarck performed a Needs Assessment to evaluate areas within 
the Rennaissance Zone boundary that have not met the program’s goals.  Projects 
may not be considered eligible if they have previously recieved Renaissance Zones 
exemptions, or are owned by a government or non-profit organization. Five blocks 
have been completed and are no longer eligible.  Four hot spots of unimproved 
areas can be identified within the zone.
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What’s next?

 

 

 

Completed Block, 32

Eligible, 210Non-Profit Exempt, 14

Government Exempt, 24

Previous Project, 59 Of the 339 parcels 
currently within the 
Renaissance Zone 
boundary, 210 (62%) 
are potentially eligible 
for a future project.

Despite  the effectiveness of the program 
in spurring redevelopment, there is still 
a need to address identified medium, 
high and top potential projects within the 
Renaissance Zone. 
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Top Potential

High Potential

Medium Potential

Low Potential

Not Eligible

Completed Block

East of Event Center
Rehabilitation or 
redevelopment of 
commercial and industrial 
sites, and infill development

200 Block of East Main 
Building rehabilitation and 
façade improvements.

Renaissance Zone Needs Assessment

Establish the 
Renaissance Zone as 
the Center of Business 
Life, Government and 
Cultural Opportunity 
for the Bismarck Region. 

Promote the 
Renaissance Zone as the 
Preferred Location for 
Hotel, Class A Office 
Buildings, Specialty 
Retail, Government and 
Institutional Uses.

Maximize Accessibility 
of the Renaissance 
Zone from Throughout 
the Region and Provide 
Safe, Convenient, and 
Attractive Circulation 
Within the Zone.

Arrange Compatible 
Land Uses in Compact 
and Orderly Ways to 
Enhance the Functions of 
the Renaissance Zone.

Encourage a Zone That 
Upholds Bismarck’s 
Heritage as Well 
as Recognizes and 
Takes Advantage 
of its Pattern of 
Development.

Achieve High Quality in 
the Design and Visual 
Appearance of the 
Renaissance Zone.

Promote the 
Renaissance Zone as a 
Location for Increased 
Housing Opportunities.

Northwest Downtown Fringe: 
 Rehabilitation of housing, 
commercial, and infill 
development

West Side of Downtown: 
Large underutilized buildings have 
a potential for redevelopment
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In 2009, a vacant property located along the 400 block of East Main Avenue in the heart of downtown Bismarck 
applied for Renaissance Zone incentives to make improvements.  The building had previously been used as a 
chinese restaurant and had fallen into disrepair.  The applicant converted the property to an Irish themed pub/
restaurant with additional leased spaces on the second floor.  Renovations included rebuilding supporting walls, 
water, sewer and utility upgrades as well as renovations to appropriately restore the character of the 1905 historic 
two story building.  Today the restaurant is a popular place among locals and visitors and the property contributes 
to the vibrancy of the downtown core.

The rehabilitation of an existing two-story building and infill of an adjacent open area along the 500 block of East 
Main Avenue helped restore the urban edge of one of downtown Bismarck’s blocks.  The 2011 project consisted 
of a new, historically appropriate façade spanning 75 feet with large, street-level windows and renovations to the 
existing  adjacent two story building. The new infill space combined with the rehabilitated space provides offices, 
a restaurant, retail and a bar with a rooftop terrace which hosts a restaurant/bar offering views of the city. The 
project utilizes the “lease” Renaissance Zone incentive which provides state income tax incentives to occupants who 
lease and invest in space within a qualifying Renaissance Zone project.


