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RESOLUTION APPROVING FRANCHISE 
 

A Resolution granting to DCN, LLC, a North Dakota limited liability company ("DCN"), 
its successors and assigns, a franchise and right to construct, maintain and operate, within and upon, 
in and under the streets, alleys, public grounds, poles, street lights, and public structures of the City 
of Bismarck ("City"), North Dakota, a Broadband Services System. 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to law, the City has the power to grant a non-exclusive franchise for a 
term of no more than 20 years; and, 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to City ordinance, the City may grant a franchise, by resolution, 
following public hearing; and, 
 

WHEREAS, on the ____ day of September, 2016, a public hearing was held by the Board 
of City Commissioners; and, 
 

WHEREAS, it is in the public interest that a franchise be granted to DCN, LLC, for the 
provision of Broadband Services, which includes the deployment of fiber and other 
telecommunications infrastructure, wireless and small cell technology and equipment. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of City Commissioners of the City 
of Bismarck, North Dakota: 
 

Article I. Definitions. As used herein, the following words and terms are defined as follows: 
 

1. “City” means the City of Bismarck, North Dakota. 
 

2. “Franchise” means all of the rights and obligations extended by City to Grantee 
herein. 

 
3. “Grantee” means DCN, LLC. 
 

4. “Broadband Services” means internet access, voice services, Ethernet transport and 
other IP based services.  It includes all the equipment necessary to facilitate wireless and dedicated 
telecommunications and data transmission. 
 

Article II.  Grant of Authority.  There is hereby granted by the City to the Grantee, subject 
to the conditions contained herein, the right and privilege to occupy and use the streets, alleys, 
public ways of the City as now or hereafter constituted, necessary or proper for the maintenance and 
operation in the City of a Broadband Services system consisting of cables, fiber, small cell 
technology and equipment, and electronics connected therewith for the purpose of constructing, 
maintaining, and operating, within, upon, and under the same, a Broadband Services system for 
public and private use. 
 

Article III.  Grantee’s Obligations.  Grantee shall maintain an efficient distribution system 
for Broadband Services for public and private use at such reasonable rates as may be required by 












